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WASHINGTON, WEDNESDAY, MAY 24, 2023

Senate

The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Thursday, May 25, 2023, at 12:30 p.m.

House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. L  ANGWORTHY ).

f

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:
WASHINGTON , DC,
May 24, 2023.
| hereby appoint the Honorable N ICHOLAS
A. L ANGWORTHY to act as Speaker pro tem-
pore on this day.
KEVIN MCCARTHY ,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

f
MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 9, 2023, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with time equally
allocated between the parties and each
Member other than the majority and
minority leaders and the minority
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no
event shall debate continue beyond
11:50 a.m.

f

CONGRATULATING TEACHER OF

THE YEAR ALEX FRANGOULIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Pennsylvania (Ms. D EAN ) for 5 minutes.

Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, it is always an honor to lift
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local heroes while on the House floor
and to celebrate the dedication and
service of our educators. Today, | get
to do both.

Mr. Alex Frangoulis of the Goddard
School in Collegeville, Pennsylvania,
in my district was honored with the
Goddard SchoolOs Teacher of the Year
Award. With more than 3,200 applica-
tions, Mr. FrangoulisNor Mr. Alex as
he is known to his studentsNshone as
their national winner.

Education is one of the most power-
ful gifts that we can give to our young-
er generations, helping them to forge
their own paths with the knowledge,
skills, and empathy they learn
throughout their schooling.

We as lawmakers have an obligation
to ensure that all young students have
access to the kind of high-quality early
education that Mr. Frangoulis exempli-
fies. We have an obligation to fight for
equitable funding of our schools, all of
our schools, and we have an obligation
to fight for universal pre-K. We know
the difference that makes in a childOs
life and trajectory.

We have an obligation to support our
teachers in every single school district.

Think of the difference a teacher in
your life once made. Probably that
teacher helped get you here.

We must all do everything we can to
ensure every child can receive a qual-
ity education from the very beginning
regardless of household income, an edu-
cation that inspires them, and a foun-
dation that helps them grow, just as
Mr. Frangoulis achieves in his class-
room every day.

Congratulations to Goddard School,
and congratulations to Mr. Alex. He is
a shining star example in my district.

f

HONORING BRUNSWICK COUNTY
SHERIFF JOHN INGRAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. R OUZER ) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. ROUZER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Brunswick County
Sheriff John Ingram, who recently re-
tired from his long and distinguished
service in law enforcement.

A proud native of Brunswick County,
Sheriff Ingram has continually dedi-
cated his life to his community. He
joined the Brunswick County SheriffOs
Office in 1991, starting as a patrol dep-
uty. He quickly rose through the ranks
and served in many different capac-
ities, including in the warrant and de-
tective divisions, and then became
lieutenant in the narcotics division and
commander of the departmentOs SWAT
team.

Mr. Ingram later joined the Colum-
bus County SheriffOs Office, where he
was named chief deputy before return-
ing to Brunswick County in the same
role. Shortly thereafter, he was ap-
pointed Brunswick County sheriff and
has earned reelection to the post in
each and every election since.

During his tenure leading the Bruns-
wick County SheriffOs Office, he ex-
panded the department to accommo-
date the fastest growing county in the
State. He increased recruitment efforts
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and brought in additional 911 tele-
communicators and detention officers
to increase safety.

He also offered a variety of commu-
nity programs to further the sheriffOs
office mission to enhance public safety
and education and promote commu-
nity-based relationships between law
enforcement and the public, including
his support for establishing drug courts
where those battling addiction could be
better treated and find the pathway to
healing, productivity, and success.

To facilitate those missions, he cre-
ated the Sheriff®s CitizensO Academy
along with the Sheriff©s Volunteer Pro-
gram. He also launched the Anchor Ini-
tiative Program in 2018 to help those
suffering from addiction start their re-
covery, providing a hopeful future to
break the typical cycle of continued
drug use and crime.

Throughout his distinguished career,
Mr. Ingram has been recognized for his
leadership on all these fronts. He was
elected to the board of directors for the
National ~Sheriffs©O  Association and
served as president of the North Caro-
lina SheriffsO Association.

Most recently, he was awarded the
prestigious Order of the Long Leaf
Pine, a recognition considered North
CarolinaOs highest civilian honor.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recog-
nize a no-nonsense individual and one
with such a sense of duty, integrity,
and distinguished service to the people
of Brunswick County, North Carolina.

On behalf of the citizens of North
CarolinaOs Seventh District, | thank
him, and | am proud to recognize him
for his extraordinary service and com-
mitment to his fellow man.

May God continue to bless him, his
family, and the Brunswick County
SheriffOs Office. | am proud to call him
my friend.

f

HONORING MICHAEL OWENS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. C  ARDENAS ) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. CA“RDENAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor an American and
Angeleno who is the definition of a
public servant, Michael Owens.

| have had the honor to serve as an
elected official for 27 years, and | have
learned that the backbone of every of-
fice is having a team of dedicated peo-
ple who work directly with our commu-
nity members.

Just as it is in Congress, a Los Ange-
les city councilmemberOs district team
has the biggest impact on the constitu-
ents they serve, and Michael made an
impact on thousands of constituents.

Michael changed the lives of those
with disabilities, LGBTQ+ youth, and
all the families of the San Fernando
Valley.

Michael Owens served
Councilmember Bob Blumenfield for 15
years, first as his director of con-
stituent affairs and later as district di-
rector. In these roles, he oversaw more
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than 10 staffers and the delivery of mil-
lions of dollars of city resources to
their constituents.

Before getting involved in politics,
he was a paralegal and director of legal
affairs at the Motion Picture Associa-
tion.

Michael lived in my district in the
community of North Hills. He was a
leader in his homeowner association,
bringing the knowledge he had from
the city to make his community a bet-
ter place for all its residents.

He was known by Councilmember
Blumenfield as the OOconstituent whis-
perer®O for his ability to hear constitu-
entsO most difficult problems and find
solutions for them. No problem was too
big or too small for Michael.

As district director, he ensured the
district office he served was a space
where students with disabilities could
develop vital career skills.

We lost Michael in April. He joins his
parents and late husband, Camron. My
heart goes out to MichaelOs family, his
sister Susan, Uncle Bob, and cousin
Sara, and to Bob Blumenfield and his
entire staff during this difficult time.

Michael represents the Angeleno and
American spirit of going above and be-
yond to serve the community that gave
him so much.

HONORING IRMA CANTU ACOSTA

Mr. CARDENAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Irma Cantu Acosta, a
beloved leader, wife, mother, grand-
mother, and friend.

As a former small business owner and
realtor, | saw firsthand the efforts of
Irma to help families and young real
estate agents attain the American
Dream.

Irma was born in a small rural town
in southwest Texas, and in the fifties,
her family moved to Boyle Heights,
Los Angeles.

Irma began her career in real estate,
a field where she helped thousands of
families navigate the real estate mar-
ket. Her passion was helping working
families find a house they could call
home.

In 2000, she led the creation of the
National Association of Hispanic Real
Estate Professionals, the largest voice
and champion for Latino homeowner-
ship and empowerment, which is now
tens of thousands of members strong.
From the local to the national level,
she mentored thousands of clients and
colleagues with her warm, reassuring
smile and valuable insight.

Irma is survived by her high school
sweetheart and husband, Ernie, and her
three children, four grandchildren, and
one great-granddaughter.

Today, | stand to celebrate and honor
the incredible life of my friend, Irma
Cantu Acosta, someone who believed
that we can all aspire for our own piece
of the American Dream.

f

CELEBRATING ACHIEVEMENTS
AND RETIREMENT OF MAUREEN
OOMOOO BROWN
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Georgia (Mr. C  ARTER ) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to celebrate the
achievements and retirement  of
Maureen OOMoOO Brown.

Coach Brown was recognized as the
Southeast Georgia Middle School Ath-
letic Association Athletic Director of
the Year. It is a little bittersweet, as
at the end of this year, she will be re-
tiring from Pierce County Schools
after 38 years of distinguished service.
However, | am happy to hear that
Coach Brown will be the director of the
Pierce County Recreation Department.

Coach Mo was a standout athlete in
her own right at Blackshear High
School in the late 1970s. She has served
head coaching stints as the girlsO bas-
ketball, softball, and golf coach at
Pierce County High School. She led the
girlsO golf team to two State champion-
ships while at the helm. She has been
in her current role as Pierce County
Middle School athletic director for 29
years.

Mr. Speaker, | thank Coach Mo for
her years of success and the impact she
has made on the students of Pierce
County, and | look forward to what the
future holds for her.

CELEBRATING DAVE REILLY

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to celebrate Mr. Dave
Reilly receiving the NavyOs Distin-
guished Public Service Award.

On May 5, Secretary of the Navy Car-
los Del Toro presented Dave with this
yearOs award for distinguished public
service.

Dave served for 38 years in the
United States Navy on assignments
from submarines to his final post as
commander of the Strategic Weapons
Facility, Atlantic on Kings Bay Naval
Submarine Base. He retired out of
Kings Bay and decided to live his post-
retirement years in St. Marys, Georgia,
where he is also currently a city coun-
cilman.

In 1998, Dave became a lifetime mem-
ber of the Camden-Kings Bay Navy
League. He served in various local and
national leadership positions before be-
coming national president of the Navy
League of the United States in June
2021. As president, Dave has trans-
formed the current governance struc-
ture and maintained his promise to
keep the Navy League as the premier
sea service support organization in the
country.

His time as president may be up in
June, but | have no doubt that Dave
will continue to serve the Navy and his
community long, long after his term is
up.

EXPRESSING GRATITUDE TO MATT CAMPBELL

BUCK HOLLY , AND PATRICK KISGEN

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, today, | rise to thank Matt Camp-
bell, Buck Holly, and Patrick Kisgen
for their work on the Coastal Georgia
Honor Flight. On May 13, they had the
honor of being the guardians on the an-
nual Coastal Georgia Honor Flight.

Coastal Georgia Honor Flight takes
groups of veterans annually up from
Glynn, Camden, Mcintosh, and other
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surrounding counties. They leave in
the early morning hours for a whirl-
wind tour of the monuments for our
servicemembers all day before return-
ing that very same night.

The trip includes stops at Arlington
National Cemetery, the United States
Marine Corps War Memorial, and the
Korean War Veterans Memorial, just to
name a few.

Matt, who travels a lot for work, saw
other regionsO honor flight shirts in the
airport and decided to look further into
volunteering. After learning of his
communityOs honor flight, he asked his
two friends, Patrick and Buck, to join
him. It did not take much convincing.

Reflecting on his trip, Patrick said:
OOHaving the opportunity to experience
our NationOs Capital with the multiple
generations of men and women who put
themselves in harmOs way to protect it
was something that | will cherish for-
ever.00

| thank all our veterans who have
served our country, and | thank the
great volunteers who make these spe-
cial experiences happen.

f

MARKING UVALDE AND BUFFALO
ANNIVERSARY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Massachusetts (Ms. C  LARK ) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, 1 year ago today, the Amer-
ican people were reeling from a white
supremacist terror attack in Buffalo,
New York.

Families were grieving 10 Black
Americans who had been targeted by
an ethno-nationalist and murdered for
the color of their skin.

Loved ones were still organizing fu-
nerals for the victims of AmericaOs lat-
est mass shooting, and then we saw the
breaking news from Uvalde, TexasNan-
other active mass murder; another
crowd of desperate, panicked parents
surrounding a school under siege; an-
other statistic, 21 shot and killed.

f
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One year later, | rise in mourning. |
mourn the souls taken from their fami-
lies in Buffalo. | mourn the children
and teachers murdered in Uvalde. |
mourn the thousands of Americans who
have been shot to death in the year
since.

Mr. Speaker, allow me to share the
stories of just a few of those Americans
stolen away in the last yearNstories
from all walks of life, from every cor-
ner of this country, stories that were
all cut short by weapons of war.

Uziyah GarciaOs friends said he was
the fastest kid in fourth grade. He was
obsessed with Fortnite. When he grew
up, he wanted to be a police officer so
he could help people.

At 10 years old, he was shot to death
in his classroom with an ARD15.

Pearl Young was a substitute teacher
for the Buffalo Public Schools. She ran
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her churchOs food pantry. She was the
grandmother of 10 and the great-grand-
mother of seven.

She was murdered while shopping for
groceries with an ARD15.

Aiden  McCarthyOs parents had
planned a fun Fourth of July, taking
him to the annual parade at Highland
Park, lllinois.

At 2 years old, both of AidenOs par-
ents were murdered in front of him
with an ARD15.

Juliana Farmer had just moved to
Louisville to start a new job. On Easter
Sunday, she found out that she was
about to become a grandmother of a
baby girl.

The next day, she went to work
where she was shot to death with an
ARD15.

Daniela Mendoza was on the cusp of
finishing fourth grade. She loved math,
and her goal was to go to Texas A&M.

Meanwhile, her sister Sofia was busy
memorizing lines because she had the
lead role in her class play. She wanted
to go to college, too, and then her
dream was to go on and win an Oscar.

Daniela and Sophia were both mur-
dered in front of their mother while
shopping in a mall with an ARD15.

This bloodshed is a choice. To my
colleagues, have mercy on this coun-
try. If you care about public safety,
letDs vote to get these tools of carnage
out of dangerous hands.

LetOs turn our thoughts and prayers
into actions and solutions. If you real-
ly care, letOs put an end to this daily
calamity.

f

RECOGNIZING THE PENNSYLVANIA
CHAPTER OF THE  SPECIAL
OLYMPICS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. T HOMPSON ) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize
an organization near and dear to my
heart, Special Olympics.

In April, | attended the Paterno
Family Beaver Stadium Run in State
College, Centre County. The 5K run/
walk raises money for the Pennsyl-
vania chapter of the Special Olympics
organization.

| fueled up at a pre-race breakfast
and kicked off the opening ceremonies
before cheering on the participants and
meeting with the Centre County Spe-
cial Olympics chapter.

Mr. Speaker, Special Olympics is a
global organization that unleashes the
human spirit and human potential
through the transformative power and
joy of sport every day around the
world.

Through programming in sports,
health, education, and community
building, they change the lives of peo-
ple with intellectual disabilities.

Special Olympics began in 1962 as a
day camp in the back yard of Eunice
and Sargent Shriver with the first
international games taking place in
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1968. Today, the movement thrives in
more than 172 countries throughout the
world.

Pennsylvania formed their own State
chapter in May of 1970 when 135 brave
athletes participated in a small track
and field competition at West Chester
University.

Today, our State chapter has nearly
13,000 athletes competing across nine
local regions in more than 300 annual
competitions in 22 different Olympic-
type sports.

Special Olympics provides year-
round sports training and athletic com-
petition in a variety of Olympic-type
sports for children and adults with in-
tellectual disabilities, providing con-
tinuing opportunities to develop phys-
ical fitness, demonstrate courage, ex-
perience joy, and participate in the
sharing of gifts, skills, and friendships
with  their families, other Special
Olympics athletes, and the community.

Mr. Speaker, the Special Olympics
program is more than an athletic com-
petition. The program, when offered in
schools known as Unified Champion
Schools, reduces bullying, teasing, and
the use of offensive language to those
with intellectual disabilities.

Graduation rates of high schools that
implemented USC increased 1.1 percent
for students without disabilities and
increased 1.4 percent for students liv-
ing with disabilities.

The work Special Olympics is doing
results in an average of four and a half
more inclusive experiences for each
student who participates.

In  Pennsylvania alone, there are
more than 720 USC partnered schools in
more than 50 counties. In fact, at St.
MaryOs Area High School in Elk Coun-
ty, Pennsylvania, PAD15, the Flying
Dutchmen unified sports teams com-
pleted an undefeated inaugural season
and became the 2023 Interscholastic
Unified Bocce PIAA State champs at
the Giant Center in Hershey, Pennsyl-
vania.

The unified program truly changes
lives. One of the families participating
summed up the program best in saying,
OOuUnified sports really does unify a
school, a community, and most of all,
gives families like myself a lot of joy
and for a moment to forget about a di-
agnosis.00

Special Olympics also focuses on the
long-term health of their athletes. Peo-
ple with intellectual disabilities lack
equitable access to health services and
die, on average, 20 years earlier than
the general population in the United
States.

Special Olympics creates a healthier
world for individuals with intellectual
disabilities through initiatives that re-
duce health disparities and instead,
works toward equitable access to qual-
ity health service for people living
with intellectual disabilities.

To date, Special Olympics Health has
provided more than 1 million health
screenings to Special Olympic athletes
to identify unmet health needs, refer
them to appropriate care, and allow
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them to succeed on the field and in
their communities.

In fact, from 201192012, Special Olym-
pics of Pennsylvania conducted more
than 9,000 screenings. For some, these
screenings are the first time they have
seen a doctor.

The programs build on the success of
the PATH program to further improve
the health status and increase access
to community health resources.

Mr. Speaker, Special Olympics and
the Special Olympics Pennsylvania
chapter wouldnOt be possible without
community volunteers.

The PA chapter has more than 30,000
coaches and volunteers assisting ath-
letes during all levels of competition.

This program touches countless peo-
ple in numerous ways, and its impact
reaches far beyond the sphere of sports.

It was a privilege to work with the
State College chapter, and | am proud
to share the 2023 Paterno Family Bea-
ver Stadium Run was the most success-
ful run ever, that day raising more
than $448,000 for Special Olympics of
Pennsylvania athletes.

f

DEBT CEILING CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. H IMES ) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, in 1 week,
on June 1, the country and the world is
going to witness something that we
have never seen before.

There will be an office in the United
States Treasury, less than a mile from
here, in which a group of people will
decide: Are we going to pay the soldier
deployed in Syria to combat ISIS, or
are we going to send out Social Secu-
rity checks?

Are we going to pay air traffic con-
trollers, or are we going to support the
Medicare  program that provides
healthcare for retirees?

That is tragedy in and of itself, but
the world is going to see something it
has never seen before. It is going to see
that the United States is no longer
trustworthy; that we donOt pay our
bills; that we donOt abide by the obliga-
tions that we freely took in this Cham-
ber.

Even worse, Putin and Xi and the
leadership of North Korea and Iran are
going to say, look, democracy does not
work. The supposedly greatest country
in the world wonOt pay its bills.

Now, are we in this place because we
donOt have the money? Of course we are
not. We have the money. We are the
richest, most powerful country in the
world.

We are in this place because my Re-
publican colleagues have figured out
that they have a perfect hostage situa-
tion; that if this CongressNand make
no mistakeNit is the CongressO obliga-
tion to raise the debt ceiling.

It is not the PresidentOs obligation
under the law. It is the CongressO obli-
gation to raise the debt ceiling. They
understand that if we donOt raise the
debt ceiling, catastrophe ensues.
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They have a list of ransom demands,
and we saw it because it passed in this
House 2 weeks ago. It would require
veterans with mental illness to work in
order to receive food stamps.

It would reverse the historic meas-
ures that the Congress took to turn
around the tragedy of climate change.

We know what the ransom demands
are. Now, | happen to disagree with
those ransom demands, and we have a
mechanism by which the Republican
majority could pass those. L

Anybody who ever watched OOSchool-
house RockOO knows what that mecha-
nism is. You pass it in the House, you
pass it in the Senate, the President
signs it, and you get your way.

Of course, they canOt get their way
because they understand that that list
of ransom demands is deeply, deeply
unpopular with the American people.

Instead, they are saying, unless you
do this stuff, Mr. President, Mr. S
MER in the Senate, we are going to de-
stroy the global economy and the rep-
utation of the United States of Amer-
ica.

Now, am | being unfair and saying
that it is a hostage situation? My col-
league from Florida said yesterday: OOI
think my conservative colleagues for
the most part support Limit, Save,
GrowOONthat is, by the way, the ran-
som listNOOand they donOt feel like we
should negotiate with our hostage.0O A
Republican Member of Florida: OOThey
donOt feel we should negotiate with our
hostage.00

Now, Democrats, because we feel
some sense of obligation and responsi-
bility to the full faith and credit and
the dignity of the United States, didnOt
do this under Donald Trump.

Three times Democrats acceded with-
out a ransom list to a raise in the debt
ceiling when Donald Trump was Presi-
dent.

Donald Trump, when he was Presi-
dent, said this about the debt ceiling.
OOThat is a very, very sacred thing in
our country, the debt ceiling. We can
never play with it. 00

Let me quote the Speaker of the
House yesterday. The Speaker of the
House says, when he is asked, What do
the Democrats get in this negotiation?

You get reversing climate change.
You get work requirements for Med-
icaid and food stamps. What do the
Democrats get?

The Speaker said, OOWe are going to
raise the debt ceiling.00 The quiet part
is being spoken out loud. This is a hos-
tage situation.

The implications here, and | try to
make this case to my Republican
friends, eventually we Democrats will
learn from this level of irrespon-
sibility.

The next time there is a Republican
President, we will have a ransom list.

Is this the way we want to legislate in
the greatest country in the world? |
donOt think so.

To illustrate how corrupt this enter-
prise is, how corrupt the reasoning is,
here is what is happening. The Repub-
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licans passed the Trump tax cuts, $2
trillion in deficit addition.

By the way, a quarter, a full quarter
of the national debt was accrued under
one President, Donald Trump. A quar-
ter.

This country has a 245-year history.
One quarter of the debt was accrued in
the 4 years of Donald Trump. Here is
what is happening.

We have a big old dinner. We order
the appetizers. We order the hors
dOoeuvres. We order expensive wine. We
order four courses.

This is the spending and the tax cuts
that this institution likes, and then we
say, we are not paying the bill. My
friends, that doesnOt work. LetOs get
past this debt ceiling insanity.

f
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BRONZE STAR AWARDED TO
DANIEL HOLIHAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
New York (Ms. M ALLIOTAKIS ) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. MALLIOTAKIS. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to recognize one of my constitu-
ents, 100-year-old World War Il veteran
Daniel Lawrence Holihan of Staten Is-
land, New York, who tomorrow will be
awarded the Bronze Star from Sec-
retary of the Navy Carlos Del Toro for
his heroic achievement.

In January, the members of the VFW
Post 7172 on Staten Island, led by Cap-
tain Timothy Forsyth, contacted my
office about a veteran who they be-
lieved should be recognized for his
achievements on Iwo Jima in February
of 1945 as a member of the Underwater
Demolition Team Thirteen.

Five days before the historic battle
of lwo Jima, the USS Barr was ordered
to the eastern side of the island where
Team Thirteen was ordered to erect a
navigational light on Higashi lwa, an
islet about 4,000 yards offshore.

Despite the heavy atrtillery fire of the
enemy, 3 officers and 15 men assigned
to the task, including Petty Officer
Daniel Holihan, were miraculously suc-
cessful in carrying out their mission
without a single casualty. These men
worked tirelessly for 5 days to clear
the waterOs edge and make way for the
historic battle of lwo Jima.

Petty Officer Holihan, along with
several other enlisted members of his
team, was initially recommended for
the award of the Bronze Star Medal,
however, because Mr. Holihan was
transferred to the East Coast at the
end of the war, he was not able to par-
ticipate in the presentation of this
prestigious award.

Earlier this year, | wrote to the Sec-
retary of the Navy highlighting Mr.
HolihanOs contributions and asked that
his service receive the honor it de-
serves from our grateful nation. In re-
sponse to my request, tomorrow, Sec-
retary of the Navy Del Toro will award
Mr. Holihan the Bronze Star for Valor
for his heroic actions and his selfless-
ness.
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I, like those who | represent in New
YorkOs 11th Congressional District, am
very proud and grateful for Mr.
HolihanOs service to our great nation
and the bravery that he displayed near-
ly 80 years ago.

As we head into Memorial Day week-
end to honor those who did not return
from war, those who gave the ultimate
sacrifice, | also want to give thanks to
our  servicemembers like  Daniel
Holihan who were willing to give their
lives, but thankfully returned home.

DEADLY FENTANYL MUST BE CONTROLLED

Ms. MALLIOTAKIS. Mr. Speaker, |
rise in support of the HALT Fentanyl
Act. This is the Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministrationOs top legislative priority.

If we do not take action to perma-
nently schedule fentanyl-related sub-
stances, we will see many fentanyl-re-
lated substances becoming street legal,
we will see law enforcement lose their
authority to seize these extremely le-
thal drugs, we will see drug traffickers
continue to be empowered to push
these deadly drugs on our children, and
we will see our U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection lose their authority to
seize these substances crossing the bor-
der.

In 2022, last year, more than 109,000
people died from fentanyl overdoses,
with the majority coming from illicit
fentanyl and fentanyl-related sub-
stances. It is the number one killer of
young Americans aged 18D49.

In addition to that, it is important to
note that the DEA has announced re-
sults of a years-long national oper-
ation, Operation Last Mile, which spe-
cifically targeted fentanyl traffickers
run by the drug cartels operating right
here in the United States.

According to the Department of Jus-
tice, there are two cartels who use
multicity distribution networks, vio-
lent local street gangs, and individual
dealers across the U.S. to drive addic-
tion.

The DEAQOs operation led to the arrest
of over 3,300 individuals and the seizure
of nearly 44 million fentanyl pills,
more than 6,500 pounds of fentanyl
powder, more than 91,000 pounds of
methamphetamine, 8,500 firearms, and
more than $100 million. The fentanyl
powder and pills seized alone equate to
nearly 193 million deadly doses of
fentanyl removed from our commu-
nities across the United States.

It is so incredibly important that we
not only pass the HALT Fentanyl Act
to keep DEA having the tools they
need to do their job, but we also pass
House Republicans® border security
package. We know that the drug traf-
fickers are raking in $13 billion a year
from human trafficking and drug traf-
ficking over our southern border.

According to the DEA, the Mexican
criminal organizations are now the
most prominent wholesale-level heroin
traffickers in the DEA Chicago, New
Jersey, Philadelphia, and Washington
field division areas of responsibility;
and they have greatly expanded their
presence in New York City.
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We must pass our border security bill
in the Senate, and we must pass the
HALT Fentanyl Act here in the House
and in the Senate, as well.

f

HONORING THE LIFE OF GEORGE
PATRICK EVANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Alabama (Ms. S EWELL ) for 5 minutes.

Ms. SEWELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor and celebrate the ex-
traordinary life and legacy of a trail-
blazing public servant and educator,
Selma Mayor George Patrick Evans,
who passed away at the age of 78 on
May 15.

A native of Selma, Alabama, Mayor
Evans overcame great diversity and ad-
versity to break down barriers for gen-
erations of leaders like myself to fol-
low.

An educator, coach, basketball ref-
eree, principal, superintendent, city
council president, and mayor, Evans
wore many hats; but the common
thread was service. He loved our home-
town of Selma, Alabama, and he served
her well.

He dedicated over 40 years to the Dal-
las County Public School System, cul-
tivating an impactful career molding,
teaching, coaching, and mentoring the
youth of Selma and Dallas County.

In 1994, he made history again as the
first African-American superintendent
of Dallas County Public Schools.

He began his career in electoral poli-
tics in the Selma City Council. In this
role, he brought the same passion, love
of people and community, making his-
tory as the first African-American
president of the Selma City Council.

In 2008, he earned more distinctions,
as the second African-American mayor
of the city of Selma in its 192-year his-
tory. During his two terms as SelmaOs
mayor, Evans led the Queen City
through the recession of 2008, the im-
plementation of the cityOs optic fiber
network, and helped address the lin-
gering impact of segregation within
SelmaOs community. | was proud to
partner with Mayor Evans to bring
vital Federal resources home to Selma
and Dallas County.

From his demonstrated efforts to re-
vitalize downtown Selma to his com-
mitment to making our community
safer and stronger, Mayor Evans fought
hard to improve the lives of the people
he served. His foresight propelled the
city of Selma forward and cemented his
legacy as a trusted leader in our com-
munity.

On a personal note, | have known
Mayor Evans all my life. | even served
as his familyOs babysitter during my
youth. Mayor Evans has always been a
man of great character and honor
whose love of God, family, and commu-
nity has been his guiding principle.

Through all of his accomplishments,
he has led by example through his hard
work, perseverance, grit, and kindness.
His public service has left an indelible
imprint on the city of Selma, and we
will miss him terribly.
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Let us not weep, but find comfort in
knowing that his incredible legacy will
live on in the many people he touched.

On behalf of AlabamaOs 7th Congres-
sional District, | ask my colleagues to
join me in honoring and celebrating
the extraordinary life and legacy of
SelmaOs mayor, George Patrick Evans,
for his decades of service to the city of
Selma, Dallas County, and the entire
State of Alabama. May he rest in peace
and power.

f

SKIN CANCER AWARENESS MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. C  ISCOMANI ) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CISCOMANI. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today during Skin Cancer Awareness
Month to raise awareness of the most
common and often avoidable form of
cancer, nonmelanoma skin cancer. Na-
tionwide, 3.3 million cases are reported
annually, including over 13,000 in Pima
County alone.

Sun exposure on unprotected skin is
the primary cause of skin cancer, and
it is a year-round threat. Other risk
factors include the use of tanning
equipment, family history, and increas-
ing age.

Typically, this type of cancer is
treated with Mohs surgery, but today |
am pleased to note a nonsurgical alter-
native is available in Arizona, which
means those afraid of surgery can now
seek treatment.

| congratulated Tucson dermatolo-
gist Marc Epstein for being the first in
southern Arizona to provide this new
standard of care. This method avoids
all potential complications of surgery,
using a low-level x-ray precisely tar-
geted through the use of ultrasound
imaging, with a rate of cure of over 99
percent.

Given that most States now offer
this nonsurgical treatment, and more
than 50,000 patients have been treated
successfully with it, no one should
avoid timely treatment for this com-
mon skin cancer.

This month and always, | hope all
Arizonans will take the simple skin
care precautions necessary to prevent
skin cancer.

PROTECTING UNACCOMPANIED MINORS

Mr. CISCOMANI. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to shine light on yet another
tragedy unfolding at our southern bor-
der.

We have all seen the surge of border
crossings, fentanyl trafficking, and mi-
grant deaths brought about by Presi-
dent BidenOs mishandling of the border.

Recently, The New York Times in-
vestigated the treatment of migrant
children by the Department of Health
and Human Services. They found that
the Department had lost contact with
over 85,000 migrant children after
placement with sponsors.

What is even worse, hundreds of
these children have been found in work
environments that defy child labor
laws, some working 12-hour days in
hazardous conditions.
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In an effort to rush migrants out of
government custody, HHSO lack of vet-
ting has put vulnerable children di-
rectly in harmOs way.

As an immigrant myself, and espe-
cially as a father, it is heartbreaking
to imagine the neglect that these inno-
cent children have endured, first as a
casualty of the border crisis and now
by the agencies tasked with rescuing
them. It is a national tragedy and an
embarrassment to allow this exploi-
tation to continue.

| am proud to be a first-generation
American who has benefited from the
freedoms and opportunities of this
country. This is not the best that
America has to offer. What is hap-
pening at the border is not part of the
American Dream my family pursued
and thousands of other families con-
tinue to pursue.

We have seen babies abandoned in

rivers, migrants dying in deserts, and
high-speed car chases through our
neighborhoods.

Last month, | led 75 of my colleagues
in a letter to Biden administration offi-
cials demanding accountability for this
terrible neglect. We carried out our
constitutional duty of oversight and
set a deadline for Secretary Mayorkas
and Secretary Becerra to provide
transparency. The deadline was 12 days
ago. With the Biden administration re-
fusing to take action to prevent an-
other surge at the border, it is hard to
see what exactly these officials are pre-
occupied with.

This must be a top priority. Focusing
on border security isnOt just about
keeping Americans safe, it is about
stopping an ongoing humanitarian cri-
sis.

As we speak, lives are being put at
risk, migrants are being exploited, and
the only people winning are the cartels
leveraging this administrationOs weak
border policy.

| urge President Biden and his Cabi-
net to accept accountability for this
disaster and implement the border se-
curity measures our country des-
perately needs. There is no time to
waste.

f
CUBAN PEOPLE ARE SUFFERING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. M
minutes.

Mr. M CGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to express my deep frustration
with the Biden administration, espe-
cially the State Department, and its
indifference to the suffering of the
Cuban people.

| was in Cuba in December. | have
traveled there often over the past four
decades. | have deep ties to many ordi-
nary Cubans, small entrepreneurs, and
people of faith. | have never seen the
Cuban people suffer such hardship as
they are at this moment.

The main drivers of Cuban migration
right now are hunger and a despair for
a better future. There are many rea-

CGOVERN ) for 5
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sons for this desperation: The economic
collapse of the tourist economy during
the COVIDD19 epidemic, rigid economic
controls by the Cuban Government
that change too slowly, a harsh crack-
down on protests, and the denial of
basic rights and freedoms.

However, a significant factor contrib-
uting to the suffering are the policies
of the United States.

Despite promises made as a can-

didate, President Biden has failed to
undo the economic and financial re-
strictions imposed by his predecessor.
He has failed to remove Cuba from the
State Sponsors of Terrorism list
against all reason, information, and
analysis that should have led to its im-

mediate removal upon his taking of-
fice.

These restrictions have strangled or-
dinary peopleOs daily activities, finan-
cial transactions, the Cuban private
sector, activities by other Western gov-
ernments, and even the delivery of hu-
manitarian aid.
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In December, young entrepreneurs
were begging me to remove Cuba from
the State Sponsors of Terrorism list.
The Governments of Colombia and
Mexico, and many others, have asked
the Biden administration to remove
Cuba from this list. They have received
the same response as many Members of
Congress: an indifferent silence.

No doubt, the Biden administration
will tinker around the edges, announc-
ing limited reforms that might allow a
few small entrepreneurs to survive an-
other year or two, but they wonOt
thrive. Such measures will hardly al-
leviate the suffering of the Cuban peo-
ple as a whole.

Until this administration takes a
hard look in the mirror and gets seri-
ous, until it removes Cuba from the
state sponsor of terrorism list and ends
the economic and financial restrictions
imposed during the Trump administra-
tion, the United States will continue to
contribute to the suffering of the
Cuban people every single day, every
single hour.

The Biden administration has had
nearly 2 b years to undo the Trump re-
strictions. It has purposely decided to
keep them in place, even to embrace
them, no matter the cost to the Cuban
people. These policies are no longer
President TrumpOs policies. They are
BidenOs.

Cuban migration is just a symptom
of the suffering. It wonOt stop until
U.S. policy changes and starts working
on behalf of the Cuban people rather
than sitting back and continuing the
harsh policies that have driven thou-
sands to abandon their homes.

Yes, Mr. Speaker, | am angry. | am
frustrated. | am past making excuses
for this administration on this issue.
We need to change U.S. policy toward
Cuba. Today couldn®t be soon enough.

BIDENOS DEBT DEFAULT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. R 0SE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ROSE. Mr. Speaker, House Re-
publicans are the only ones that have
done their job to pass legislation that
raises the debt ceiling in a reasonable,
responsible, and sensible way.

Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen
tells us that the United States may run
out of funds to pay our bills in just 8
days. Yet, the Democratic-controlled
Senate has yet to put forward a pro-
posal or even hold a single vote.

Unfortunately, the President has
wasted valuable time refusing to nego-
tiate. In fact, it has taken more than
100 days for him to even come to the
negotiating table, despite Speaker
McCCARTHY Os repeated calls to the
White House to just have a meetingN
President Biden declined at each and
every turn until recentlyNinching our
Nation toward a Democrat-induced de-
fault.

With only 8 days left until our Na-
tion potentially drives off the fiscal
cliff, thanks to Democrats® wasteful
and out-of-control spending, you would
expect the President would be at the
negotiating table each and every day,
around the clock, until we get a deal
done to avoid the disastrous default.
Instead, he spent the weekend trav-
eling overseas.

To me and many of the Tennesseans
| represent, the President seems to be
neglecting his duties during these most
critical moments. Republicans have
done everything we can to avoid this
scenario. Like | mentioned, the House
is the only body to pass legislation
that responsibly raises the debt ceiling
and does so while also saving American
taxpayers trillions of dollars.

President BidenOs actions remind me
of a child who doesnOt get their way.
Unfortunately, the PresidentOs temper
tantrum will have much more dire con-
sequences than that of a toddler.

There is an easy solution to this
problem. If the President were serious
about avoiding default, he could in-
struct his counterparts in the Senate
to pass our bill, the House-passed
Limit, Save, Grow Act, which raises
the debt ceiling in a reasonable, re-
sponsible, and sensible manner.

Sure, maybe the President and Sen-
ate Democrats didnOt get their home-
work done by the due date, but they
are more than welcome to copy ours
and turn it in for full credit.

Mr. Speaker, if a Democrat President
delays negotiations, and if a Democrat-
controlled Senate doesnOt pass any-
thing, what do you get? You get the
United States® first-ever default that
will lie squarely on DemocratsO shoul-
dersNa Democrat default.

It is a shame that after all of these
years the President spent in the Sen-
ate, a body known for its bipartisan-
ship and ability to compromise, the
President has brought us this close to
default.
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Mr. Speaker, make no mistake, the
DemocratsO default will have cata-
strophic impacts on the U.S. economy.
LetOs hope it doesnOt come to that and
that we can come together to save our
country from fiscal insanity by lim-
iting WashingtonOs out-of-control
spending.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

f

RECOGNIZING KALANI LAWSON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. V  EASEY ) for 5 minutes.

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to talk about the amazing ac-
complishments, once again, from the
Fort Worth Independent School Dis-
trict. | will start off talking about
Kalani Lawson, who is a sophomore at
Paul Laurence Dunbar High School in
Fort Worth.

Kalani recently broke a 27-year-old
State record at the UIL State track
meet in Austin this year. Kalani fin-
ished the Class 4A 100-meter hurdles in
13.98 seconds, breaking the previous
record of 14.04 seconds, earning the ac-
complishment of having the first sub-
14-second time in the eventOs history.

In amazing Texas sportsmanship
fashion, the record holder who owned
the record from 1998 in Groesbeck went
on Facebook and congratulated her for
breaking her record.

By finishing in this time, Kalani also
broke DunbarOs record for the girls© 100-
meter hurdles by beating the previous
record set by her track coach, Leah
Matthews.

Madam Speaker, | want to highlight
KalaniOs dedication to track and field,
and her achievements as a young stu-
dent athlete. This is an incredible fam-
ily. They have a long history in Fort
Worth in the business community and
teaching endeavors, and lots of amaz-
ing athletes have come out of this fam-
ily, as well.

Mr. Speaker, | am looking forward to
KalaniOs junior and senior seasons at
Dunbar High School as she continues
to do amazing things.

RECOGNIZING MALIK FRANKLIN

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, | com-
mend another Fort Worth ISD athlete,
an accomplished young student athlete
by the name of Malik Franklin, at
Oscar Dean Wyatt High School in Fort
Worth.

Malik is a junior and a two-time All-
American track and field athlete. He is
the captain of the varsity football
team, and he is carrying a 4.1 GPA.

Malik competed in the 2023 track
meet in Austin, and he brought home
the top prize for the boysO 5A 400-meter
sprint event, winning in 47.58 seconds,
almost a full second ahead of any of his
competitors. To qualify for the event,
he had to race across all four regions in
Texas. That is 254 counties. This young
man is going places. .

Malik is following in his fatherOs
footsteps. In 1998, Michael Franklin
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was a part of the winning O.D. Wyatt
track team that set a national high
school record in the 4x100 relay, a
record that still stands to this day.

Mr. Speaker, | congratulate these
amazing student athletes on their fu-
ture and what they are doing on the
field today.

f

HONORING BREWSTER VETERANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. N EWHOUSE ) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and honor two
young men who gave their lives in
Vietnam 55 years ago.

Marvin E. Galbraith and John Tim-
othy Lane were friends who grew up in
Brewster, Washington, as the Vietnam
war broke out. Both graduated from
Brewster High School, and at the age
of 20, in the spring of 1968, each found
themselves in combat in Vietnam.

Lance Corporal Galbraith served with
K Company, 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines
in the | Corps region of South Vietnam.
On March 27, he was killed by a land-
mine while on patrol in Quang Nam
province. Marvin was laid to rest in
Bridgeport Cemetery with five genera-
tions of his family.

Private First Class Lane deployed in
the Mekong Delta with B Company of
the 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry
OOManchusOO of the 25th Infantry Divi-
sion. On May 4, he was killed in a night
battle near Duc Hoa when he threw
himself on an enemy hand grenade in a
brave act to save his fellow soldiers.

In recognition of Tim LaneOs courage,
he was posthumously awarded the Dis-
tinguished Service Cross, the NationOs
second highest award for valor. He was
buried at Locust Grove.

As Memorial Day approaches, | honor
the lives of these two young men from
Brewster who heroically sacrificed
their lives for our Nation.

RECOGNIZING WSU MASTER GARDENERS
PROGRAM

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to congratulate Washington State Uni-
versity celebrating 50 years of their
flagship Extension Master Gardeners
Program.

Founded in 1973 by WSU extension
agents from King and Pierce Counties,
their very first training session had 200
applicants. The master gardener con-
cept has been replicated across the
United States and internationally.
Today, there are over 85,000 certified
extension master gardeners.

With a mission to engage university-
trained volunteers to empower and sus-
tain diverse communities with rel-
evant, unbiased, research-based horti-
culture and environmental stewardship
education, they have made quite the
impact not only in my State of Wash-
ington but around the world.

This program makes me proud to be
an alumnus of Washington State Uni-
versity. | thank the hardworking vi-
sionaries and volunteers who believe in
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the impact that education and engage-
ment can have on the health of our
communities and our neighbors.

f

DEBT CEILING, BUDGET, AND
ECONOMIC GROWTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. K APTUR ) for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to warn of the risk of U.S. de-
fault. Its ripple effects will hurt count-
less people across our Nation and the
Buckeye State.

Default will reverse the Biden recov-
ery and historic job growth, heading
our Nation into deep recession. Default
will make it almost impossible to pay
down the bills America owes, as eco-
nomic growth will be stalled out.

Extremists in Congress donOt seem to
care. Their dawdling and irresponsible
threats to not pay AmericaOs bills risk
throwing a wrench in the heart of the
U.S. economy. Stock market crashes
and the unemployment they trigger
hurt everyone.

Extremists heedlessness will trigger
a recession, tank our stock market,
kill off businesses, lead to mass layoffs,
and reduce earnings on everything
from retirement funds to new invest-
ments.

Extremist recklessness will cause
AmericaDs economy great harm. We
cannot allow this to happen. Only a
growing economy can generate the mo-
mentum to pay our bills.

Following the worst pandemic in
modern history and the market col-
lapse of 2008, our Nation has just begun
to stabilize our institutions, create
record economic and job growth, and
build forward again to pay our bills.
More economic turmoil drives America
backward.

Let me remind folks, AmericaOs debt,
which has to be paid, didnOt begin to
accumulate in the last 2 years. The last
time our Nation balanced a budget was
during the Clinton Presidency. That
was largely possible because of budg-
etary defense savings made possible by
the peace dividend following the fall of
the Soviet Union.

Since then, our Nation has fought an
extended war on terrorism at a cost of
$8 trillion and 900,000 lost lives. Fur-
ther, our communities are still digging
out of the horrible Wall Street-induced
housing crash of 2008. We have been
turning the corner on recovery from
the massive pandemic that killed over
1 million of our friends and family
members, and our health system is still
struggling to recover from that.

In this hand, | hold up the Presi-
dentds budget, a 132-page document
given to us over 2 months ago. This
document outlines a real plan to con-
tinue to grow our economy from the
bottom up and middle out in order to
pay our bills.

The chart | brought to the floor
today shows the rising debt of our
country as a percent of GDP, which is
how you have to measure it, and from


Jennifer Briney


Jennifer Briney



H2556

the Biden administration the first time
that we begin to move that line down.
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On the other hand, we have extrem-
ists backpedaling, which aims to take a
flamethrower to the programs that
help Americans nationwide by making
22 percent cuts to all nondefense spend-
ing. This would hurt working families,
stifle job growth, and impact millions
of Americans who need care in our hos-
pitals and depend on secure retirement
income.

Our Nation is now in the midst of
historic job growth, with nearly 13 mil-
lion jobs added under President Biden
in just 28 months. Think about it and
think about those who would hold our
economy hostage.

They would reverse economic growth.
Our economy would shrink, elimi-
nating millions of jobs, while reducing
retirement earnings or tanking their
accounts altogether.

Default would lead to a huge decline
in consumer spending that would crip-
ple economic growth, forcing cuts in
critical Federal programs that put oxy-
gen into the economy: Meals on
Wheels, which bring food and company
to homebound seniors and those in
need.

Cuts will impact programs like
LIHEAP that help people pay monthly
bills for home energy costs. Extremist
cuts will raise costs of childcare, pre-K
and kindergarten spots for millions of
children nationwide, forcing working
parents to choose between expensive
childcare costs or staying home and
losing wages, deflating economic
growth.

Balancing the budget requires eco-
nomic growth not economic reversal.
Our Nation came out of the pandemic
as the strongest economy in the world.
LetOs build on this success, not take a
wrecking ball to it.

Here is an idea to balance the budget.
What if megacorporations and billion-
aires begin to pay their fair share of
taxes?

Some pay nothing and because of
their tax lawyers, many get a tax re-
fund. Everybody has to help pull this
boat called America.

So extremists in this Chamber want
America to default on our obligations
and stifle our economy. Responsible
Americans know growing our economy
will achieve new revenues necessary to
pay the bills.

We need steady economic growth,
economic progress, not default. | will
choose economic progress every time.

f

HAPPY 90TH BIRTHDAY TO CON-
GRESSWOMAN MADELEINE
BORDALLO

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Guam (Mr. M oYLAN ) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, it is with
distinct honor and respect that | rise
to recognize the Honorable Madeleine
Bordallo who is celebrating her 90th
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birthday this month. An eight-term
Member of the House of Representa-
tives, Congresswoman Bordallo stood
in these very sacred Halls and under
this historic dome for 16 years rep-
resenting Guam and ensuring our com-
munity needs were always prioritized
on a Federal level.

A two-term Lieutenant Governor, a
senator for several terms in the Guam
legislature, and an iconic first lady for
8 years, Congresswoman BordalloOs
record with public service is vast and
endless.

As a pioneer for education and advo-
cate for our youth and one who has al-
ways prioritized the beautification of
our island, there are many achieve-
ments in Guam which are credited to
the work of the Congresswoman. |
would need several hours just to name
a handful of her accomplishments over
the decades.

On behalf of a thankful Nation and
island, | thank Congresswoman Mad-
eleine Bordallo for her decades of work
for the people.

Mr. Speaker, | request this august
body to join me in these sacred and his-
toric Halls of Congress to wish Con-
gresswoman Madeleine Bordallo a
happy birthday and blessings for many,
many more.

f

LIFTING THE DEBT CEILING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. C ~ 0STA ) for 5 minutes.

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise to ad-
dress the serious issue of raising our
debt limit before we wreak havoc on
AmericaOs economy and the impact to
the worldOs economy. What | want to
talk about is common sense. It is com-
mon sense in terms of how we move
forward with regards to our fiscal
needs.

Since 1960, Congress has raised the
debt limit 78 times. It is CongressOs re-
sponsibility to do this. It was done 49
times under Republican Presidents, 29
times under Democratic Presidents.

There is a degree of hypocrisy that
has filtered through this House in re-
cent months regarding the debt ceiling.

In the last administration, we voted to
increase the debt limit three times, to
lift the debt ceiling, under the Trump
administration, while at the same time
the debt was being increased by 25 per-
cent. | even remember President
Trump saying that he was the king of
debt. | guess he isNor was.

The fact is if that hadnOt been in-
creased by 25 percent, we wouldnOt be
here today with the dilemma of how we
should raise the debt ceiling. We should
raise it the way we have previously:
cleanly, and in a bipartisan fashion.
That is what we have done historically.

As Sergeant Joe Friday used to say,
OO0Just the facts, mab®am.OO The debt ceil-
ing has no impact on our spending,
which is a reasonable issue to debate,
how we spend AmericaOs tax dollars,
and that is what the Congress ought to
do.
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The debt ceiling simply commits us
to paying the bills that we have al-
ready incurred. That is what this is
about.

That is why since 1960, Congress,
under Republican and Democratic ad-
ministrations, has raised the debt ceil-
ing 78 times: 49 times under Republican
Presidents, 29 times under Democratic
Presidents.

YesterdayOs announcement by Treas-
ury Secretary Yellen makes it clear
there is no time to waste. June 1 is
looming closely, and the havoc that
would occur if we donOt lift the debt
ceiling is significant. We can and
should avoid this economic catas-
trophe.

Mr. Speaker, during the 19 years that
| have been in Congress, | have voted to
raise the debt ceiling 16 times, 3 times
under the Trump administration. It is
the responsible thing to do.

Mr. Speaker, if we default on our
debt, nearly 8 million jobs will dis-
appear soon after in June.

If we default on our debt, Social Se-
curity payments will be jeopardized.

If we default on our debt, payments
to veterans will be impacted.

If we default on our debt, health ben-
efits will be at risk for millions of
Americans.

In California, if we default on our
debt as a result of the proposal that
the Republicans are making and the
measure that they pass, we will elimi-
nate preschool and childcare for over
35,000 children. It will strip food assist-
ance from over 1.3 million Californians.

It would make college more expen-
sive for over 874,000 students, and it
would increase housing costs for 83,000
people in California. These numbers
are being updated.

So where are we?

There is a commonsense agreement,
based upon past history, that we must
lift the debt ceiling. Republicans have
acknowledged that.

As a Blue Dog, | believe in fiscal re-
sponsibility, and | want to continue to
work with my colleagues on both sides
in a bipartisan effort to lower our debt
because we must ensure that Social Se-
curity and Medicare remains solvent
over the long term.

We must do those things, but there is
a way to do it. We can lift the debt
ceiling cleanly, as we have in the past,
and we can agree to a serious bipar-
tisan commission to look at our debt
and how we reduce our debt, as oc-
curred under the Clinton administra-
tion.

That is common sense. That is what
this is all about. Partisan attempts to
score political points should not be at
the expense of the full faith and credit
of the United States. Not only are
Americans®  economic recovery at
threat here, but the U.S. dollar is the
currency of the global economy.

America is not a deadbeat Nation. We
need to pay our bills and we need to
meet the needs of American people.

Mr. Speaker, letOs lift our debt ceil-
ing by June 1.
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REFORM THE ENDANGERED
SPECIES ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. L
utes.

Mr. L AMALFA. Mr. Speaker, the En-
dangered Species Act was put into law
over 50 years ago. Of course, its pur-
pose was to protect and recover vulner-
able species to save them from popu-
lation decline and extinction. That act
has, to date, only recovered a couple
dozen species, as there are over 1,300
listed species in the United States. The
ratio of recovery indeed is a failure.

The ESA must be reformed to refocus
the efforts of the Federal Government
to recover animal species in a timely
manner without also making it dif-
ficult for people to coexist in their
habitat, as well.

We have the law now that is more
likely to be used as a back door to reg-
ulate economic activity than a pro-
conservation piece of legislation.

There are numerous examples of ac-
tivist groups weaponizing the ESA to
use it as a business model. Indeed, they
make money from the lawsuits.

For example, in my part of the State
in the Central Valley, the valley elder-
berry longhorn beetle has had a very
negative effect on the ability of Cen-
tral Valley residents to maintain flood
controls in the form of levees.

The residents cannot upgrade and im-
prove the levees in this area because
the ESA prevents them from doing so
without very costly long-held permits.
This is despite the fact that it has been
recommended by Fish and Wildlife that
the longhorn beetle be delisted for
many years now. However, the environ-
mental groups keep litigating on that
and the Fish and Wildlife organization
has pulled back from delisting the bee-
tle.

So why do they do this? It is obvious.

If the beetle is delisted, it loses the
ESA protections that make levee up-
grades so difficult, expensive, and
time-consuming in order to obtain the
permits. The beetle has been delisted
in some areas of California, such as the
southern parts, but in my district, it is
still listed as endangered, making it
difficult to do needed flood-control
projects.

Another example that has devastated
the forest industry, in the West espe-
cially, is the spotted owl. It was listed
many years ago. We find that the ESA
has made that a weapon against forest
management, and we have seen the re-
sults of that with million-acre fires.
Year after year, hundreds of thousands
of acres of fire have been wreaking
havoc on so much of the West because
we canOt manage the lands because
they believe there might be a spotted
owl nearby, even though it isnOt really
the management of forests that is the
problem. It is another larger owl near-
by that actually devastates the spotted
owl, known as the barred owl.

Also the spotted owl seems to like
foresting a little closer to human ac-

AMALFA ) for 5 min-
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tivity because it is seen as a protection
from the barred owl, which devastates
their population.

What is the end result?

Over 100 sawmills in California have
shut down due to these protections
that indeed make timber supply un-
available to the sawmills, so they go
away, and instead, we have to import
timber.

Now the activists themselves that
sue over this, they donOt live in these
conditions. They live in cities far
away. They donOt have to live with the
conditions of their economy being dev-
astated in a small town in northern
California or Oregon or other western
States. So it is really easy to regulate
other people somewhere else and say
they have an idea about what a forest
should look like when their own homes
arenOt subject to the threat of fire; in-
deed, places like Greenville, California,
Canyondam, California, and a few years
ago, a lot of us around the country
heard about Paradise, California, as
well. If they donOt have to experience
it, it is really easy for urban legislators
to make regulations that continue to
devastate these areas.

It is actually the local people that
know best how to fight fires, how to
manage the lands, and how to generate
an economy that helps those commu-
nities take care of themselves and keep
the people supplied with paper products
and wood products that the country
still wants.

So why in the world are we the num-
ber two importer of wood in the United
States? We have so much that we could
be utilizing. We could have managed
forests that have the right ratio of
trees per acre that is actually sustain-
able, instead of this horrific over-
population of trees that really creates
its own drought and creates a situation
where they become tinderboxes, mil-
lion-acre fires, ruining the habitat and
killing the wildlife. Indeed, the oppo-
site of what the Endangered Species
Act is trying to do.

Also, why do we have such high food
prices in this country?

Why do we even encounter food
shortages in the United States of
America?

Because it is hard to have a water
supply in California that is a steady,
stable supply.

They take away the ability to build
dams and enhance our water storage,
and all the water flows down the river
and out to the sea. The Endangered
Species Act needs to be restored to put
things back on track for human needs.

f
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ONE YEAR SINCE UVALDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. C ROCKETT ) for 5 minutes.

Ms. CROCKETT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
on behalf of the 19 children and 2 teach-
ers murdered in Uvalde, Texas, 1 year
ago today.

One excruciating year has passed for
the families of those we lost at Robb
Elementary that day. A year of empty
childhood bedrooms and vacant desks
where a child should be. One full year,
and what do we have to show for it?
What has this legislative body done to
answer the pain of these parents with
policy?

| ask myself this: Have we passed any
measures on this floor that will stop
the next Uvalde? The answer to that is
an obvious no, we have not, because in
the year since the second worst school
shooting in American history, there
has been 39 more.

My district is about 355 miles north
of Uvalde, but the horror of that day
haunts every Texan as if it happened
right next door; maybe that is because
it is happening next door, in a wave of
gun violence that has touched every
corner of Texas, in every public space
we once saw as safe.

Just this month, my home of north
Texas has grieved the deaths of eight
Texans in a hateful act of violence at a
shopping mall. That was the ninth
mass shooting in Texas in 14 years.
Fourteen vyears that lawmakers in
Texas and Washington have used to
loosen gun regulations.

Mr. Speaker, | will tell you some-
thing: As a Texan and as an American,
| am tired. | am tired of being trauma-
tized. Texas is tired of the terror. It is
time to do our jobs and legislate in-
stead of pontificate.

The 21 Texans ripped from their fami-
lies last year deserve more. The people
of Uvalde who have grieved and cried
and demanded change deserve more. |
hope we donOt come back here in a year
with the same amount of nothing to
show for these grieving families. | hope
we can show up having passed uni-
versal background checks and a ban on
the weapon of war that stole those
childrenOs lives, but if historyNhistory
that many Republicans donOt believe
we should have taught in schoolsNif
history is any indication, then yet an-
other year will pass, more lives will be
lost, and politicians will put on their
pastoral hats and issue prayers instead
of practicing what they preach, which
is to be tough on crime and to keep
these weapons of war out of the hands
of the many domestic terrorists that
have, frankly, been radicalized by the
rightwing extreme rhetoric.

Regardless of what the Republicans
do or don®t do, regardless of their lack
of courage, | will continue doing what
I do best, which is standing for com-
monsense solutions that will save lives.

To my colleagues, | challenge you.
LetOs not fail these parents and chil-
dren again. The number one killer of
children in this country is guns right
now. It is time that my colleagues on
the other side of the aisle practice
what they preach and be pro-life.

Mr. Speaker, letOs save some lives.
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HONORING THOSE WHO HAVE
MADE THE ULTIMATE SACRIFICE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. S ANTOS ) for 5 minutes.

Mr. SANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor those who have made
the ultimate sacrifice for the protec-
tion of freedom.

While  the  circumstances that
brought our heroes to combat vary,
their sacrifice is the same. They died
protecting their fellow soldiers in the
foxhole, the skies, and the seas. We can
never fully grasp the unique story of
each of our fallen, but let us never for-
get the patriotic lesson that our Na-
tionOs bravest remind us.

Among them, we do not pursue free-
dom in support of the United States,
we pursue the United States in support
of freedom.

On this Memorial Day as the Nation
collectively pauses to remember those
who have made the ultimate sacrifice,
let us also contemplate what their sac-
rifice teaches us. The United States
and its Constitution are more than a
mutually beneficial agreement between
the States. The final cause of our union
is the universal principle of freedom.

Many of our heroes lost their lives
protecting the freedom of their friends,
family, and neighbors. Others died in
defense of freedom belonging to those
they had never met. The sacrifice of
our fallen servicemen and -women, in-
cluding thousands from the Third Dis-
trict of New York, reminds us of this.

Today and every day, Mr. Speaker,
let us honor the lives of our fallen mili-
tary personnel and let their lessons
guide our every decision as we move to-
ward a free world. Let that be what we
talk about on this Memorial Day.

f

NATIONAL MILITARY
APPRECIATION MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Virginia (Ms. S PANBERGER ) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. SPANBERGER. Mr. Speaker, |
stand here today during National Mili-
tary Appreciation Month to recognize
some of VirginiaOs many Active-Duty
servicemembers, veterans, fallen he-
roes, and military families.

Earlier this month, | reached out to
families across VirginiaOs Seventh Dis-
trict to gather their stories of service,
detailing the courage and the unwaver-
ing commitment of Virginians who
have answered the call to serve our
country.

As the daughter, daughter-in-law,
and granddaughter of veterans, | am
humbled to read some of the stories |
received.

Rick Pullen of Fredericksburg shared
the story of his wife, Air Force Colonel
Cherie Zadlo, whom he described as the
O0Ofirst womanOO in nearly every job she
had in her 27-year career. Colonel Zadlo
built an airfield, saw missiles come
right at her while she was a passenger
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in a military cargo plane, and was al-
most killed by a roadside bomb. A sym-
bol of dedicated service to our country,
her maternity uniform is a part of the
WomenOs Military Museum collection.

Marie Atkins from Prince William
shared the story of her late husband,
Michael Atkins, who joined the U.S.
Army when he was 17 years old. He
served two tours in Vietnam, joined
the Army Reserves, and served in the
Gulf war. Upon returning home, Mr.
Atkins married Mrs. Atkins, they had
two daughters, and he enjoyed spend-
ing time with his three grandchildren.
Committed to honoring his brothers in
arms, he was a member of two motor-
cycle clubs, Rolling Thunder and Pa-
triot Guard, which escorted fallen serv-
icemembers to burials in military
cemeteries. Mr. Atkins is now buried
with military honors at Quantico Na-
tional Cemetery.

Annette Wiahner from Orange shared
the story of her late father, U.S. Army
Air Corps fighter pilot Walter Kozial.
Of her fatherOs service in World War II,
she writes: OOFew people know that he
was among a few brave volunteers to be
the first to try shooting projectile
rockets off the PB51 Mustang. They
were told that it was uncertain when
the rockets would detonate and that
they could light up while still on the
wing. Dad said to himself, OWell, some-
body has got to do it.O He had guts, and
he loved his country.00

| also heard from Clayton Hill from
Stafford who shared the story of his
great uncle Wibb Cooper, a U.S. Army
veteran and doctor in the Pacific the-
ater during World War 1l where my
own grandfather served.

Mr. Cooper was captured by Japanese
forces and survived the horrific Bataan
Death March. In ClaytonOs words:
OODuring that time, he stood up to his
captors on behalf of other prisoners. He
was decorated for his valor.00

Michele from Stafford, who was born
and raised in Germany, emigrated to
the United States in 1980, and she
shares that she always felt that service
to country is the responsibility and
duty of all citizens. She wrote: OOWhen
| joined the Army, it was my way of
giving back to a country that was to
become my new home.OO She served for
8 years before transitioning into civil-
ian service working for the U.S. Gov-
ernment, and she retired after 35 years
of total service to our country.

Alexa Rice from Prince William
wrote to honor many of her loved ones;
her husband serving in the U.S. Army
currently on Active Duty, as well as
her brother who serves in the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps. Her husband has been de-
ployed for the past 8 months and
AlexaOs father served for more than 20
years in the Marine Corps. Her oldest
brother served in the Marines, and her
grandfather served with both the Ma-
rine Corps and_the U.S. Navy.

She writes: OOIt is with such gratitude
that these special individuals, not just
in my own family, but men and women
all over get the recognition and appre-
ciation they surely earn and earned.OO
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Virginians who are serving, have
served, or love someone who is serving
or has served know the true meaning of
sacrifice.

We as Americans owe a debt of grati-
tude to every servicemember past and
present who put on the uniform and de-
fended our Nation. | will continue
working in Congress to pass legislation
to connect VirginiaOs veterans and vet-
erans across the country with the bene-
fits and support they deserved and have
earned, and | will encourage all Ameri-
cans to give thanks for the men and
women in your life, in our life, in our
communities who took up arms. We
must all remember those who made the
ultimate sacrifice for our great coun-
try.

Mr. Speaker, we as Americans enjoy
the promise of freedom because so
many brave Virginians answered the
call.

f

WE MUST GET CONTROL OF OUR
SPENDING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. S TEIL ) for 5 minutes.

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, we are at a
precipice as we face a debt ceiling cri-
sis coming down in a few short days.
The President doesnOt seem to have a
sense of urgency in the negotiations
that is required to meet the moment.

Over the past 2 years, costs have
gone up over 15 percent. Inflation is
eating away at American paychecks.
American families are finding it harder
to get by. Our NationOs debt now sur-
passes $31 trillion, and Washington
continues to spend more. It is time to
get our spending under control.

This House passed a reasonable, sen-
sible bill to raise the debt ceiling. The
Limit, Save, Grow Act moves our debt
ceiling up by eliminating the growth of
government, saving taxpayersO money,
and growing the economy. The plan
will claw back unspent COVID funds,
making sure we are protecting tax-
payers. It calls for able-bodied, child-
less adults to work a minimum of 20
hours a week in order to receive bene-
fits. Bringing people back into the
workforce will actually grow our econ-
omy and help address poverty.

We can limit government growth and
spending, we can save taxpayersO
money, and we can grow the economy
all at the same time.

Mr. Speaker, | am hopeful the Presi-
dent of the United States understands
the urgency of the moment and comes
together to save taxpayersO money.

f

HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY TO MRS.
VERNETTA JORDAN GLASS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
lllinois (Mr. D Avis ) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to congratulate and pay tribute to
an outstanding citizen of the United
States, and | am pleased to add that
she is a member of my family, the
Glass family.
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Before my mother married my fa-
ther, her maiden name was Glass. The
lady that we celebrate today and ac-
knowledge as she celebrates her 100th
birthday is Mrs. Vernetta Jordan
Glass.
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| am pleased to wish her a happy
birthday and to wish all of my Glass
relatives well as we celebrate a family
reunion in Detroit, Michigan.

Vernetta Jordan Glass was born on
May 27, 1923, in the historic town of
Mound Bayou, Mississippi.

Mound Bayou traces its origin to the
1820s to a White planter, Joseph Davis,
the older brother of Jefferson Davis,
who was President of the Confederate
States, which left the Union and
formed the Confederacy, which led to
the Civil War.

After the war, Joseph Davis sold his
land to a former slave, Benjamin Mont-
gomery, and it was Isaiah T. Mont-
gomery who led the founding of Mound
Bayou in 1887.

Vernetta was born on May 27, 1923, in
Mound Bayou, Mississippi, and grew up
in this all-Black town. She went to
school and church, participated in com-
munity activities, and was taught val-
ues by her parents that have guided her
life to this day.

She married Winston L. Glass, and
she and her late husband migrated
from Mississippi to Detroit, Michigan,
in 1947, where they created for them-
selves very productive lives and raised
seven highly educated and accom-
plished children.

After retiring from her nursing ca-
reer, Vernetta increased her volunteer
activities at her church, the commu-
nity center, the Charles H. Wright Mu-
seum of African American History, the
Detroit Symphony Orchestra Hall, sen-
ior citizens centers, and other commu-
nity places of interest.

Understanding the value of electoral
politics and the civil rights movement,
for many years, Vernetta worked as a
judge of elections.

She is grandmother to more than 50
grandchildren and great-grandchildren
and enjoys visits from friends and fam-
ily. She also loves music and gardening
and is a superb Scrabble player.

As she reaches the ripe age of 100, |
am pleased to wish this dynamic lady,
who has accomplished so much, a
happy birthday. By the way, | am ex-
traordinarily pleased that she is my
cousin.

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 oOclock and 31
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

f
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Give ear to our prayers, O God. Do
not hide Yourself from our suppli-
cation, but hear us and answer us, as
there is so much this day that troubles
us.

We look to one side of the world, and
we see the extensive damage visited
upon Guam by Typhoon Mawar. Its
three-pronged attack of high winds,
torrential rains, and life-threatening
storm surge have wreaked havoc upon
Your people.

Lord, grant them respite from storm
and tempest. As they flee the destruc-
tion around them and huddle in emer-
gency shelters, grant them Your com-
fort and hope. Wrap Your hedge of pro-
tection around those who bear the re-
sponsibility of guiding people to safety,
tending to the wounds of the injured,
or providing solace to the grieving.

So, too, do we find ourselves praying
as we look to the other side of the
globe where we are still withessing the
terrible devastation inflicted upon
Ukraine at the hands of their aggres-
sors. Their raging assault upon Ukrain-
ian sovereignty, the leveling of whole
cities, and the inhumane hostilities
against innocents have caused unneces-
sary death and ruin. God, these, too,
are Your children.

Lord, grant them respite from warOs
storm and tempest. As they continue
to flee the destruction around them
and huddle in emergency shelters,
grant them, too, Your comfort and
hope. Wrap Your hedge of protection
around those who bear the responsi-
bility of guiding people to safety, tend-
ing to the wounds of the injured, and
providing solace to the grieving.

From the violence of natureOs wrath
to the vitriol of war, in the West and
the East and around the world, Your
people cry to You.

Give ear to our prayers, O God, and
do not hide Yourself from our suppli-
cation. We trust in the strength of
Your name as we call upon You this
day.

Amen.

f
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last dayOs pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania (Ms. W

come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. WILD led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

| pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

f
AMERICAN FAMILIES AT RISK

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, the irresponsible policies of
Biden have caused the most threat-
ening border crisis in American his-
tory.

This illegal alien invasion exposes
families to potential terrorists, human
trafficking, and dangerous drugs.

Since Biden took office in January
2021, there have been over 5.2 million il-
legal crossings. Mr. Speaker, 10,300 ille-
gal aliens came over the border on May
9 this year, the highest ever.

Gruesomely, another 1.5 million ille-
gal aliens have crossed without being
detained. That includes over 200 on the
terrorist watch list, putting every
American family everywhere at risk of
mass murder.

Drug cartels are destabilizing Mexico
and killing over 107,000 Americans an-
nually, mostly due to fentanyl.

| am grateful House Republicans, led
by Speaker K EVIN MCCARTHY ,
passed the Secure the Border Act, stop-
ping illegal aliens.

In conclusion, God bless our troops
who successfully protected America for
20 years as the global war on terrorism
continues, moving from the safe haven
of Afghanistan to America with open
Biden borders.

f
MANUFACTURED CRISIS

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr.
Speaker, on Memorial Day, we honor
veterans who paid the ultimate sac-
rifice to protect our country.

Many veterans return home with
lasting effects on their health and well-
being. This Congress should honor
their service by making sure they have
access to quality healthcare, food, and
housing.

The default on America act under-
mines this commitment. To preserve
tax cuts for billionaires, their plan
would cut veterans® benefits and pro-
grams by 22 percent.

We are told that if they donOt get ev-
erything they want, they will force a
default, sending our economy into a
spiral.
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Under President Trump, the debt
ceiling was raised three times. Now, by
holding veterans® and other American
priorities hostage, they are putting
politics over people.

| urge my colleagues to honor our
commitment to those who have served
and end this manufactured crisis.

f

PROMOTING MENTAL HEALTH FOR
COLLEGE STUDENTS

(Mr. M cCORMICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. M CCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, | ap-
preciate the legislation efforts that we
have had recently to define fentanyl as
poison and to address a very serious
problem in the United States where we
had 110,000 people die last year alone.

As an emergency medicine physician,
to see anywhere from one to five
overdoses per night, to see four pa-
tients come in that | could not revive
and that are no longer with us is a seri-
ous problem.

| caution everybody in CongressN
from my conservative roots and the
conservative values that made this Na-
tion what it isNnot to turn to legisla-
tion to solve this problem. We need to
understand that this is a people prob-
lem.

Ultimately, you can spend a trillion
dollars overseas, you can fight wars,
you can secure your border, but until
we get our hearts straight, we will not
solve this very real problem.

Until we understand that when our
children are taught that they are sup-
porting murderers and rapists and
child traffickers, people who would do
harm to all of us, then they will stop
the incentive of creating the demand,
and the problem will go away.

This is a problem of our house but
not this House, the house of our fam-
ily.

f
ADDRESSING MENTAL  HEALTH
ISSUES AMONG COLLEGE STU-
DENTS

(Ms. WILD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. WILD. Mr. Speaker, | rise in rec-
ognition of Mental Health Awareness
Month, particularly as it pertains to
the struggles young people face in our
Nation today.

Mental health is an issue close to my
heart, and ensuring that everyone has
access to the mental health care they
need is one of my top priorities in Con-
gress.

In a recent national survey, 71 per-
cent of college students reported expe-
riencing mental health issues such as
stress, anxiety, and depression.

That is why | will soon be reintro-
ducing my bill, Enhancing Mental
Health and Suicide Prevention
Through Campus Planning Act, which
promotes  positive mental health
among college students and encourages
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more comprehensive planning on col-
lege campuses to prevent suicide and
other mental health crises.

Schools and college campuses do not
have the counselors or services needed
to ensure that every one of our young
people has a bright future, and it is our
job to make sure they do.

f
A STUDY IN CONTRASTS

(Mr. FLOOD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FLOOD. Mr. Speaker, the debt
limit debate is a study in contrasts be-
tween responsible Republicans and dys-
functional Democrats.

On one side, you have responsible Re-
publicans who have been working from
the beginning to avoid default and re-
duce out-of-control spending.

Speaker M CCARTHY called on Presi-
dent Biden to negotiate on January 12.
When President Biden ignored him for
nearly 100 days, House Republicans
passed the Limit, Save, Grow Act, the
only plan that avoids default, lowers
spending, protects Medicare and Social
Security, and reduces our dependence
on China.

By contrast, dysfunctional Demo-
crats have ignored the exploding na-
tional debt, even though it was their
reckless spending that brought us here
in the first place.

President Biden knew the debt limit
deadline was coming, but for months,
he did nothing. Now, with only 8 days
until Secretary YellenOs June 1 default
deadline, he continues to act irrespon-
sibly.

Mr. Speaker, my message to Presi-
dent Biden is simple: Get serious. Act
urgently. Listen to the American peo-
ple, not the far left in your party.

f

HEALTHCARE FAILURE

(Ms. TLAIB asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, our profit-

driven healthcare system is killing us.
It is outrageous that the wealthiest
country in the history of the world
cannot guarantee healthcare for its
people.

Our for-profit healthcare system,
fueled by corporate greed, has failed us
while enriching Big Pharma at the di-
rect expense of everyday Americans.

Currently, more than 30 million
Americans donOt have health insur-
ance, and many live in constant fear of
losing their jobs, and along with it,
their healthcare.

Every human beingNevery single
oneNhas a basic fundamental right to
healthcare. That doesnOt change if you
are rich or if you are poor. Healthcare,
again, is a human right, not a privi-
lege.

In the richest country on Earth, no
family should ever face financial ruin
because they got sick. No one should be
forced to choose between putting food
on the table or receiving lifesaving
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treatment. No one should have to die
because they are unable to afford care.

Congress must take bold action to
transform our dysfunctional, broken
healthcare system from one based on
exploitation to one that prioritizes
human dignity.

| am proud to join my colleagues in
fighting to pass Medicare for All.

f

HONORING THE LIFE OF BERNARD
BERNSTEIN

(Mr. BURCHETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor a good friend of mine
and an even better lawyer that re-
cently passed away in Knoxville, Ber-
nie Bernstein.

My friend Jerry Becker delivered the
bad news last week. Bernie and my fa-
ther were good friends, and they served
on a draft board together.

Bernie served in the United States
Air Force and was a respected lawyer
and leader not only in the Jewish com-
munity but in every community he was
in, especially in Knoxville.

My dad had two compliments he
would give people. He would say: OOYou
would make a good marine,00 or he
would say: OOHe is solid.060

He always told me that if negotia-
tions were ever going south, just let
Bernie speak because he was solid. Mr.
Speaker, he was that.

There is a Holocaust memorial that
we built in the West Hills Park when |
was in the State legislature with the
help of some folks, and Bernie was one
of those.

He gave the words that are on the
stone that stands there today. | re-
member we were supposed to have the
dedication at the memorial, but
dadgummit, it was raining cats and
dogs, so we ended up having it at West
Hills Baptist Church.

Oddly enough, Bernie was dear
friends with Pastor Prince who has
since passed away. His son is now the
pastor there, and he is my good friend.

| walked up thinking no one would be
there. The doors opened, and it was
completely jam-packed. It was packed
because he was not only a leader in the
Jewish community, he was a good
friend to everyone he met.

My dad was right. Bernie was solid,
and when he spoke, people listened.
Thank you for being such a dear friend.
You will truly be missed, Bernie

He leaves his wife and two children. |
wish him shalom.

f

REMEMBERING THE ANNIVERSARY
OF THE UVALDE MASS SHOOTING

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today with the heaviest of hearts
to offer my sympathy and recognition
to my fellow Texans and fellow Ameri-
cans.


Jennifer Briney


Jennifer Briney
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On this day, the unspeakable hap-
pened in Uvalde, Texas. It happened on
the 24th. That weekend, | immediately
went to Uvalde, simply wanting to em-
brace and to be able to understand
what the parents could not speak.

We worshipped in a church. We
walked amongst the flowers. We
hugged children. We saw 9-year-olds
crying in utter pain because they lost
their playmates.

| remember the viciousness of the
scene. The loved ones of these children
and teachers have never gotten justice.
There have been no answers. They have
gone day after day asking what hap-
pened.

They watched as children scrambled
out of windows, looking to see if their
child would come. No one helped in the
midst of that crisis.

| want us to look at those faces
today. Let us mourn and seek justice
for these families. | mourn them. | will
take my moment of silence in honor of
these beautiful children and teachers
who died viciously on May 24.

f
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HONORING THE LIFE OF CHIEF
WARRANT OFFICER CHRIS-
TOPHER ERAMO

(Mr. MOLINARO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life and service of
Chief Warrant Officer Christopher
Eramo, an Army officer from Oneonta,
New York, who tragically lost his life
in a helicopter crash in Alaska.

Chief Eramo exemplified the bravery
and selflessness that is required of our
men and women in uniform. He knew
the dangers that came with his service,
and he dedicated his life to protecting
our country and safeguarding our free-
doms.

As we mourn his passing, we also rec-
ognize the sacrifices all of our service-
members make every day. They put
their lives on the line every day to pro-
tect us, and we are forever grateful for
their service.

May we always honor the bravery
and sacrifice of Chief Eramo and all
those who have given their last full
measure of devotion to a grateful Na-
tion.

f

DEFAULT IS NOT AN OPTION

(Mrs. M CcCLELLAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. M CCLELLAN. Mr. Speaker, our
Nation is just 8 days away from a po-
tential debt default, while House Re-
publicans continue to hold the Amer-
ican economy hostage.

As one of less than 7 percent of the
Members of Congress who have chil-
dren under the age of 18, | am particu-
larly concerned about the impact that
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a default would have on our children,
as Federal funding for crucial govern-
ment programs that impact them runs
out.

In the Commonwealth of Virginia, 1
in 12 rely on SNAP benefits to put food
on the table, and a default would jeop-
ardize those payments, as well as ac-
cess to free and reduced lunch pro-
grams.

Default is not an option, but the Re-
publicans® extreme ransom note is not
a viable alternative, either. It would
slash funding for our school systems
and leave 200,000 children without ac-
cess to Head Start slots and 100,000
without access to childcare programs.

In the Commonwealth, almost 6,000
children would be impacted. This would
severely undermine our childrenOs edu-
cation and make it more difficult for
parents to join the workforce and con-
tribute to our economy.

We must raise the debt ceiling now.

f

FENTANYL DEATHS IN OREGON
TRIPLED SINCE 2019

(Mrs. CHAVEZ-D EREMER asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. CHAVEZ-D EREMER. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today in support of H.R. 467,
the HALT Fentanyl Act.

Oregon teenagers are dying from
drug overdoses at a faster rate than
any other State. In fact, adolescent
overdose deaths have more than tripled
in Oregon since 2019. It is because dan-
gerous amounts of fentanyl and
fentanyl-laced pills are flooding our
streets.

Last year in my district, law enforce-
ment seized enough fentanyl powder to
kill the entire population of Oregon in
just one single drug bust.

Mr. Speaker, | believe we must take
a two-pronged approach to tackling the
fentanyl crisis: Support law enforce-
ment and enact tough-on-crime poli-
cies.

That is why | am proud to cosponsor
the HALT Fentanyl Act, which accom-
plishes both of these goals by perma-
nently classifying fentanyl-related sub-
stances as schedule | drugs.

| urge my colleagues to support this
lifesaving legislation.

f

U.S. POSTAL SERVICE MUST
CHANGE COURSE

(Ms. HOYLE of Oregon asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker,
the United States Postal Service is the
only agency specifically mentioned in
the Constitution.

It is essential for delivering every-
thing from medicine, tax documents,
and in Oregon, where we proudly vote
by mail, ballots. USPS is a pillar for
rural communities and communities
without high-speed internet.

Under Postmaster General Louis
DeJoyOs leadership, workplace and rev-
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enue challenges at the Postal Service
have caused a drastic decline in public
trust.

One of the most significant issues
facing the USPS is staff shortages.
Issues like branch closures are forcing
seniors and families in rural commu-
nities to travel further for postal serv-
ices.

DeJoyOs 10-year plan will only make
things at the U.S. Postal Service
worse. His plan includes downgrading
service standards, reducing person-to-
person interactions, cutting air deliv-
ery, and slowing mail. Unfortunately,
efficiency and quality are being sac-
rificed.

The U.S. Postal Service must change
course. Slashing services and raising
prices harms their mission and dimin-
ishes the United States Postal Service
popularity.

f

CLARION COUNTY 911 CELE-
BRATING 50 YEARS OF SERVICE

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today during Na-
tional EMS Week to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the Clarion County 911
and recognize its founder, Jim Cum-
berland. .

Clarion CountyOs 911 was the very
first 911 center in Pennsylvania when it
opened in 1973. Founded as the Clarion
County Communications Center, the
911 center was housed in the historic
Clarion County Jail, built in 1875. Jim
Cumberland established the center fol-
lowing his experience as the East
Brady Police Chief and the Clarion
County Sheriff. He also served honor-
ably in the Pennsylvania House of Rep-
resentatives.

Fifty years later, Clarion County 911
remains one of the most advanced 911
centers in the State and is one of ten
northern tier 911 centers using Next
Generation 911.

In April, Mr. CumberlandOs contribu-
tions were celebrated at an anniversary
event at the new Clarion County com-
plex, which houses state-of-the-art pub-
lic safety and emergency management
departments.

As a former healthcare worker and
firefighter, | understand the critical
importance of the 911 system. For this
reason, | congratulate and thank Jim
Cumberland and the Clarion County 911
on this special 50th anniversary.

f

FENTANYL CRISIS DEEPENS

(Mr. RESCHENTHALER asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today in support of H.R. 467,
the HALT Fentanyl Act. Every day an
average of 14 Pennsylvanians die as a
result of drug overdose.

In 2021, Pennsylvania recorded 5,449
overdose deaths, which is the fourth
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largest amount in the Nation. Prelimi-
nary data shows that in 2022, roughly
110,000 Americans died from drug
overdoses in the U.S., which is a new
record, as the fentanyl crisis deepens
across this country.

Just for perspective, fentanyl Kkills
more Americans under age 50 than any
other cause of death, including heart
disease, cancer, homicide, and suicide.

We must ensure law enforcement has
all the tools necessary to prosecute and
seize all dangerous addictive and dead-
ly forms of fentanyl substances. |
strongly urge my colleagues to support
this legislation.

f

HONORING THE LIFE OF DESMOND
T. DOSS

(Mr. GOOD of Virginia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
as we prepare to honor the brave men
and women who sacrificed their lives
for our freedom this coming Memorial
Day, | rise to honor the life of Lynch-
burg, Virginia, native Private First
Class Desmond T. Doss.

Doss served the United States Army
as a medic, becoming the first con-
scientious objector to be awarded the
Medal of Honor in 1945 after fearlessly
saving 75 wounded men under fire at
the Battle of Okinawa in World War II.
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The popular movie OOHacksaw RidgeO0

was based on DossO story and accu-
rately captures the valor and heroism

he displayed during that deadly battle.
Desmond Doss demonstrated true sac-
rifice and conviction, standing firm in

his faith and for his love of country.

This week | plan to introduce legisla-
tion to rename the Lynchburg VA clin-
ic after Private First Class Desmond T.
Doss, to memorialize his outstanding
legacy for generations to come.

We are forever grateful as a Nation
for the sacrifices made by those who
fight and have fought to keep our coun-
try free.

f

QUALITY-OF-LIFE ISSUES
IMPORTANT

(Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, over the past 2 years, our
Hampton Roads and Navy communities
have been devastated by multiple sail-
or suicides, in particular aboard the
USS  George Washington and
MARMAC.

As a former Navy helicopter pilot
and nurse practitioner, it frustrates me
that the number of sailors who die by
suicide continues to rise. It is clear for
anyone to see we have to do better to
serve those serving our great country.

That is why last week | introduced
the Sailor Standard of Care Act. This
important bipartisan legislation would
increase mental health resources and
require mental health screenings for

at

sailors assigned to limited duty, ad-
dress challenges servicemembers and
their families face accessing quality
mental health care through TRICARE,
implement a system to track quality-
of-life programs and their success rate,
and expedite the NavyOs medical sepa-
ration process that impacts limited-
duty sailors.

It is imperative that we address the
mental health and other quality-of-life
challenges facing Active Duty service-
members and veterans. This is exactly
why | came to Congress. We speak so
much about providing our military
men and women with the necessary
equipment, technology, training, et
cetera, to be ready to fight tonight,
and rightfully so, but we must take
care of our people, too.

It is time for Congress to focus on
quality-of-life issues for our men and
women in uniform and their familiesN
not only mental health care, but hous-
ing, childcare, and spouse employment
support. There is so much work to do.

By doing so, we will not only do right
by the men and women who make up
our worldOs finest fleet, but we will also
keep our Navy the best in the world.

f

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL
DISAPPROVAL OF THE RULE
SUBMITTED BY THE DEPART-
MENT OF EDUCATION RELATING

TO OOWAIVERS AND MODIFICA-

TIONS OF FEDERAL STUDENT
LOANSOO

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to
House Resolution 429, | call up the
joint resolution (H.J. Res. 45) providing
for congressional disapproval under
chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code,
of the rule submitted by the Depart-
ment of Education relating to OOWaiv-
ers and Modifications of Federal Stu-
dent Loans,00 and ask for its immediate
consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the joint
resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
M cCoRMICK ). Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 429, the joint resolution is con-
sidered read.

The text of the joint resolution is as
follows:

H.J.R Es. 45

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That
approves the rule submitted by the Depart-
ment of Education relating to OOWaivers and
Modifications of Federal Student LoansOO (in-
cluding the website announcement entitled
OOO0ne-Time Federal Student Loan Debt Re-
liefOO and the Federal Register document en-
titted OOFederal Student Aid Programs (Fed-
eral Perkins Loan Program, Federal Family
Education Loan Program, and William D.
Ford Federal Direct Loan Program)O0 87 Fed.
Reg. 61512 (Oct. 12, 2022)), and printed in the
Congressional Record on March 22, 2023, on
pages S903DS906, along with a letter of opin-
ion from the Government Accountability Of-

fice dated March 17, 2023, that the Waivers
and Modifications are a rule under the Con-
gressional Review Act, and such rule shall
have no force or effect.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
joint resolution shall be debatable for

Congress  dis-
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one hour, equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce, or their re-
spective designees.

The gentlewoman from North Caro-
lina (Ms. F oxx) and the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. S COTT) each will
control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms.
Foxx).

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, | ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, | yield my-
self such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of H.J.
Res. 45, which would block the Biden
administrationOs debt transfer scheme
and prevent any further extension of
the student loan repayment pause.

For Democrats, there is a specter
looming over this debate, an incon-
trovertible truth that disproves all
their supposed principles and con-
tradicts all their virtue signaling.

Student loan cancellation is regres-
sive. Let me repeat that for the Pro-
gressive Caucus. Student loan cancella-
tion is regressive.

Two-thirds of this debt transfer plan
would go to the top half of earners. It
takes from those in the lower half and
gives to the upper half. It redistributes
wealth, but from the bottom of our so-
cioeconomic ladder to the top.

For example, the repayment pause
has provided $65,000 in de facto loan
cancellation for the average lawyer.
This is a professional-class bailout.
More specifically, it is a professional-
class, graduate-degree holder bailout.
Of the loans that will be disbursed in
2024, 70 percent will be borrowed for
graduate school. Nearly 40 percent of
those people will go on to make over
$100,000 annually in their careers.
Those are the data absent partisan spin
provided directly from the Department
of Education.

The spin comes from the left when
they use words like OOforgiveness.00
There is no such thing as forgiveness.
The Biden administration is simply
transferring the debt from borrowers
who willingly took out student loans
to hardworking taxpayers who did not.
The 87 percent of Americans who hold
no Federal student debt are paying for
the 13 percent who do.
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On top of that, the bailout is infla-
tionary, which is always and every-
where a regressive working-class tax.

According to the Committee for a Re-
sponsible Federal Budget, inflation
could rise by as much as 27 basis points
if mass student debt cancellation is im-
plemented. Enacting mass student loan
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cancellation could also lead to an addi-
tional two rate hikes by the Federal
Reserve. .

Billionaires donOt feel the effect of
inflation. They donOt notice when eggs
cost $5.99 a dozen. They donOt need to
take out a mortgage to pay for their
house, but working Americans do.

Inflation already has a vise grip on
blue-collar America. In fact, The Hill
reported yesterday that OOa record
share of Americans in a new survey
from the Federal Reserve Board say
they are worse off financially than
they were a year earlier.00

That is troubling and should be
enough evidence alone to pass H.J. Res.
45 and nullify the Biden administra-
tionOs deficit-increasing  inflationary
plan, but in typical limousine liberal
fashion, Democrats want future tax-
payers and hardworking Americans to
foot the bill. Americans shouldnOt buy
it.

America also shouldnOt buy accusa-
tions from the left that H.J. Res. 45
would charge borrowers backpay on in-
terest payments. It couldnOt be further
from the truth.

Nowhere in this resolution does it
mandate backpay. It is prospective, not
retrospective. If anything, it would be
Secretary CardonaOs decision to enact
backpay.

We know who will pay for the loans if
the administrationOs plan is allowed to
go forward. Those who will pay are
those without degrees and those who
paid off their debt, and those who canOt
afford to put gas in their cars or food
on their table. The rest is just political
noise.

Mr. Speaker, | urge Congress to cut
through that noise and stop this ad-
ministration from enacting the biggest
transfer of wealth from blue-collar
workers to white-collar professionals
in our NationOs history.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
support H.J. Res. 45, and | reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
| yield myself such time as | may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in opposition to
H.J. Res. 45.

Forty-three million Americans are
eligible for President BidenOs student
loan relief. That is an average of al-
most 100,000 people in each of our dis-
tricts.

Nearly 26 million borrowers in con-
gressional districts all over the coun-
try have already applied for relief, in-
cluding 16 million who have already
been approved prior to litigation stop-
ping the process. H.J. Res. 45 seeks to
deny these borrowers the relief they
were promised.

To be clear, the people who would be
impacted the most are not the wealthy
and well-connected. Ninety percent of
the relief would go to borrowers earn-
ing less than $75,000 a year. You are not
even eligible if you are making over
$125,000 a year. That is in stark con-
trast, of course, to the Trump tax
scam, where 80 percent of the benefits
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went to the top 1 percent and corpora-
tions.

Moreover, my Republican colleagues
refuse to acknowledge the serious ques-
tions that have been raised about how
the resolution would actually be imple-
mented because, under the Congres-
sional Review Act resolution, you donOt
get to pick and choose which parts of a
rule you are overturning. You have to
overturn the whole rule, including the
pause in student loan payments and
the deferral of interest.

How do you unpause a payment that
you were supposed to make many
months ago? What is going to happen
to all those interest payments that
now have to be added back to the
loans? That is about $233 per month in
interest and principal.

What happens to the credits that par-
ticipants in the Public Service Loan
Forgiveness Program were promised
during those months? Are these fire-
fighters, teachers, police officers, and
other public servants who may have
had their loans forgiven now on the
hook for four additional payments?

The reality is that H.J. Res. 45 would
trigger a wave of delinquencies and de-
faults for our most vulnerable bor-
rowers. Intentionally or not, this reso-
lution would create chaos for bor-
rowers and their families, as well as
loan servicers.

The Congressional Research Service
has confirmed that this chaos would be
triggered by the retroactive applica-
tion of this rule.

Mr. Speaker, anyone in the country
who wants to take advantage of the
benefits of a college education should
be able to do so, not just the wealthy
few. That is the way it used to be just
several decades ago. Pell grants cov-
ered 80 percent of the cost of attending
a State college. Now, it is less than 30
percent. When adjusted for inflation,
States are paying less for State col-
leges than they used to.

Mr. Speaker, this proposal does noth-
ing to help students pay for their col-
lege education, so | strongly urge my
colleagues to oppose the resolution.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, | yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. G ooD), the author of this
resolution and the chair of the Health,
Employment, Labor, and Pensions Sub-
committee.

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, |
thank Chair F oxx for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to be the
sponsor of this resolution of dis-
approval under the Congressional Re-
view Act to hold President Biden ac-
countable for his reckless, unfair, un-
lawful, unconstitutional student loan
transfer scheme.

President Biden simply does not have
the authority to OOforgive®d loans and
thereby spend, unilaterally, more than
$300 billion.

In fact, he even admitted that to
CNN host Anderson Cooper in February
2021, saying: OO0I donOt think | have the
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authority to do it by signing with a
pen.0O

Democrats, in fact, knew he didnOt
have the power to do it and advised
him not to.

Former Speaker N ANCY PELOSI, on
July 28, 2021, said: OOPeople think that
the President of the United States has
the power for debt forgiveness. He does
not. He can postpone. He can delay.
But he does not have that power. That
has to be an act of Congress.00

My friends and colleagues on the
other side of the aisle piled on.

Representative J ARED  GOLDEN  of
Maine said: OOThis decision by the
President is out of touch with what the
majority of the American people want
from the White House, which is leader-
ship to address the most immediate
challenges the country is facing.00

Representative C  HRIS PAPPAS of New
Hampshire said: OOThis announcement
by President Biden is no way to make
policy and sidesteps Congress and our
oversight and fiscal responsibilities.
Any plan to address student debt
should go through the legislative proc-
ess, and it should be more targeted and
paid for so it doesnOt add to the def-
icit. 00

Representative S HARICE DAvIDS  of
Kansas said: OOIt is not how | would
have addressed this issue.00

Yet, the President decided yet again
to act unconstitutionally. Like the
timing of the depletion of our Stra-
tegic Petroleum Reserve, this so-called
student loan transfer schemeNinter-
esting timingNwas just before the elec-
tion.

Despite his better judgment, a bar-
rage of legal challenges, and this cur-
rent effort by this Congress to nullify
his actions, President Biden has pre-
emptively announced that he will veto
my resolution. | invite the President to
reconsider his position.

Federal involvement in higher edu-
cation, as a matter of fact, has done
nothing to bring down the cost of col-
lege. In fact, for every $1 increase in
student loan subsidies, colleges have
increased their tuition by 60 cents. All
across the country, more than 92 per-
cent of all student loan debt comes
from Federal loans, totaling over $1.6
trillion.

This debt is held by just 13 percent of
the populationNin fact, the most elite
13 percent. It is estimated that two-
thirds of the student loan transfer
scheme would go to the top half of
earners, not to mention that 70 percent
of the debt is owed by students who
went to graduate school.

Mr. Speaker, 60 percent of the con-
stituents in my district donOt even
have a college degree. Yet, the Biden
administration wants them to have to
pay for the education of others who
will have a significantly higher life-
time earning potential. .

Student loan cancellation doesnOt
make the debt actually go away. It
simply shifts the costs from the stu-
dent loan borrower and transfers it to
hardworking American taxpayers.
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It is also worth mentioning the key
role this policy plays in the fiscal
health of our Nation as we address our
debt ceiling. The principle of this reso-
lution, nullifying President BidenOs
student loan transfer scheme, was one
of the key provisions of the Limit,
Save, Grow Act. Saving $315 billion by
simply asking Americans to honor
their commitment to pay back their
own student loans will help us get our
countryOs spending under control.

Student loan borrowers are respon-
sible for the debt they incurred, and
Congress is responsible for the $32 tril-
lion that we have spent.

House Republicans take that seri-
ously, which is why, a month ago, we
passed a plan to responsibly raise the
debt limit while providing historic sav-
ings for the American people.

Mr. Speaker, | invite Representative
PELOSI and my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle to stand by their word
and vote with me today in favor of this
resolution to nullify President BidenOs
student loan transfer scheme. Congress
must reclaim its power and act today
to stop the unilateral action of Presi-
dent Biden that is exacerbating the
higher education financial crisis.

Additionally, my resolution will do
what should have been done a long
time ago: End the student loan repay-
ment pause that has already cost tax-
payers $195 billion.

In short, this bill is needed to help
steer our government spending in a
more responsible direction, and | urge
all of my colleagues on both sides to
support this commonsense legislation
and vote in favor of this resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,

I remind my colleague from Virginia
that over 90,000 borrowers in his dis-
trict will be denied relief if this resolu-
tion is enacted.

Mr. Speaker, | yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
CLYBURN ), the assistant Democratic
leader for the U.S. House of Represent-
atives.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | thank
the gentleman for yielding me the
time.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today because my
colleagues across the aisle are once
again seeking to put politics over peo-
ple and inflict undue economic harm,
this time by denying much-needed stu-
dent loan debt relief.

President BidenOs targeted student
loan debt relief plan is designed to help
low- and middle-income borrowers,
with 90 percent of the relief going to
those earning less than $75,000 per year.

In my home State of South Carolina,
over 680,000 borrowers are eligible, of
which over 67 percent are Pell grant re-
cipients. Over 48,000 borrowers in my
district alone have been fully approved
for relief.

If enacted, H.J. Res. 45 will rescind
life-changing relief for hardworking
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borrowers, renege on the payment
pause by forcing them to pay several
months of installments with interest,
and claw back earned credit from pub-
lic servants toward the Public Service
Loan Forgiveness program. For many,
this will mean thousands of dollars in
payments with little to no notice. Cru-
elty seems to be the point. .

Mr. Speaker, President BidenOs stu-
dent loan debt relief plan will help al-
leviate the yoke of student loan debt
for millions of Americans. Challenges
to the program, both in court and
posed by those in Congress, are
meritless.

Higher education shouldnOt be a lux-
ury for a privileged few. Borrowers de-
serve our help, and | urge my col-
leagues to vote down this resolution.
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Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, | yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Michi-

gan (Mr. W ALBERG ), a member of the

Committee on Education and the
Workforce.

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in support of H.J. Res. 45, intro-
duced by my colleague, Mr. G 0O0D.

This resolution will block President
BidenOs illegal debt transfer scheme.

Forcing those who either did not at-
tend college, saved and sacrificed to
pay their way through school, or those
who paid off their loans to pay for
someone elseOs debt is simply unfair.

Estimates show 570,000 of my con-
stituents, nearly three-quarters of my
district, will not benefit from this give-
away. Yet, as taxpayers, they will still
be on the hook for over $3,500.

It will further fuel inflation but does
nothing to address the rising cost of
college. Simply put, the PresidentOs il-
legal debt transfer is a slap in the face
to those who paid their bills or did not
go to college.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in support of this resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are again reminded to refrain from
engaging in personalities toward the
President.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,

I remind my colleague from Michigan
that over 90,000 borrowers in his dis-
trict will be denied relief if this resolu-
tion is enacted.

Mr. Speaker, | yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman  from  Oregon  (Ms.
BoONAMICI ).

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in strong opposition to this mis-
informed attempt by our Republican
colleagues to deny some needed finan-
cial relief to about 43 million Ameri-
cans.

Education is the best investment we
can make to give everyone the oppor-
tunity to be successful in school and in
life. In this Congress, we have repeat-
edly seen how willing our colleagues on
the other side of the aisle are to put
politics over people and special inter-
ests over students. This CRA is no dif-
ferent.

Facts matter. LetOs set the record
straight. President BidenOs loan for-

giveness plan helps a lot of borrowers
with debt but no degree. Many were
borrowers who were defrauded by their
schools or who had to take on other re-

sponsibilites and couldnOt complete
their education.

The PresidentOs plan directs 90 per-
centNlet me repeatN90 percent of re-
lief to borrowers earning less than
$75,000 per year. This may be news to
my colleagues who continue to mis-
represent that student debt relief will
be a bailout for the rich. It is not.

Another fact. Because of interest
capitalization and negative amortiza-
tion, many student loan borrowers who
are current on their payments still
have loan balances that are the same
as or even greater than when they first
took out their loan. That is unfair.

Beyond the numbers, we must hu-
manize who will be hurt the most if we
allow this CRA to pass:

Our NationOs teachers in red and blue
districts who work with students every
day; healthcare workers and first re-
sponders in red and blue districts who
keep our communities safe and
healthy; caregivers in red and blue dis-
tricts who support the work of raising
and sustaining families; and our Na-
tionOs small business owners in red and
blue districts who make communities
vibrant and unique.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
show some humanity, compassion, and
empathy. LetOs pass good-faith policies
that make college more affordable and
recognize the intrinsic value of oppor-
tunity and possibility in every Amer-
ican.

Mr. Speaker, | urge all of my col-
leagues to vote OOnoOO on this regressive
resolution that will harm people in Or-
egon and across the country.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, | appreciate
my colleague®s comments, but we are
showing compassion to the 87 percent
of the people in this country who
played by the rules and paid their bills
or didnOt go to college. The 13 percent
who did take out debt who havenOt paid
it back should show some similar com-
passion to their fellow human beings
and not ask them to pay their bills.

Mr. Speaker, | yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. A
member of the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce.

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in strong support of H.J. Res. 45,
which ~ would  overturn  President
BidenOs egregious student loan transfer
scheme.

Our Nation is $31 trillion in debt. We
are staring down a debt ceiling dead-
line due to the PresidentOs inaction.
Yet, this administration is dead set on
enacting costly programs like a mas-
sive student loan bailout that will in-
crease the financial burden on those
who did not take out a loan them-
selves.

Hardworking taxpayers will be stuck
with a tab of over $300 billion, and $1.4
billion in the 12th District alone, my
district. Broken down further, the resi-
dents of GeorgiaOs 12th District would
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each have to pay the Federal Govern-
ment an additional $3,527.

To my colleagues on the other side of
the aisle, student loan cancellation
doesnOt make the debt go away. It
shifts the cost from the student loan
borrowers who made a financial com-
mitment and transfers it to the U.S.
taxpayers.

Forcing hardworking taxpayers to
foot the bill for student loans they
didnOt borrow is simply unconstitu-
tional, period.

Democrats would also have you be-
lieve that canceling student loan debt
would reduce the cost of college tui-
tion.

We can all agree that addressing bal-
looning college costs is paramount, but
studies show increasing subsidies to
colleges and universities causes the
cost of college to increase. This over-
reaching plan is going to make the fi-
nancial burden of pursuing a college
degree even more severe.

Overall, the student loan transfer
scheme is unfair to hardworking Amer-
icans and unfair to future students. _

Mr. Speaker, | urge a OOyesOO vote
this resolution to overturn the Biden
administrationOs radical student loan
bailout.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,

I remind my colleague from Georgia
that over 110,000 borrowers from his
district would be denied relief if this
resolution is enacted.

Mr. Speaker, | yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman  from  California  (Mr.
TAKANO ), the ranking member of the
Committee on VeteransO Affairs.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
strong opposition to this resolution to
nullify the Biden administrationOs Fed-
eral student loan forgiveness rule. At a
time when students need relief the
most, Republicans are working to
upend student loan forgiveness that
started under Trump and now con-
tinues under President Biden for more
than 40 million borrowers.

There was broad recognition during
the pandemic that relief was des-
perately needed for businesses, fami-
lies, and students. That is why Con-
gress, and Republicans under Trump,
voted to pass both the CARES Act and
The HEROES Act, which provided not
only student loan relief, but also loans
to protect businesses from shuttering
and direct support to families. These
were forgivable loans that we gave the
businesses.

We helped workers and small busi-
nesses alike during the height of the
pandemic. Again, both President
Trump and President Biden paused stu-
dent loan payments. Under this CRA
we are debating today, we would see a
rollback on the loan payment pause
through September 2022. This is un-
imaginable.

Do not be fooled by the faux popu-
lism of Republicans. They raised the
debt ceiling three times to pay for
their tax cuts for the wealthiest 1 per-
cent in America. By contrast, Presi-
dent BidenOs targeted student loan re-
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lief plan helps Americans earning less
than $75,000 a year.

When Democrats were in the major-
ity and on the hook for providing as-
sistance, we rose to the occasion to
help small businesses and employees
alike. We did not renege on our support
for businesses through the PPP loans. |
see no reason why Republicans now in-
sist on reneging on their support for
students.

Why, for the love of God, do Repub-
licans want to continue to punch down
on American students and divide our
country? 5

The Biden administrationOs student
debt relief plan is not a bailout. It is a
lifeline.

| implore my Republican colleagues
in Congress to speak with borrowers in
their own districts about this very
issue. College debt has been weighing
on borrowers across all demographics
across the country, including in their
own districts.

Mr. Speaker, this should not be a
partisan issue, and | oppose the resolu-
tion.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, | yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. B EAN), chair of the Early Child-
hood, Elementary, and Secondary Edu-
cation Subcommittee.

Mr. BEAN of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
you get $3,527. You get $3,527. You get
$3,527.

Mr. Speaker, whether you like it or
not, you have just acquired $3,527 in
new student loan debt. That is right.
Thanks to this crazy student loan bail-
out, every man, woman, and child in
America will owe $3,527 to foot the bill
for someone elseOs debi.

Mr. Speaker, arenOt we already in a
debt crisis?

Yes, we are.

We already have a whopping $32 tril-
lion in debt. We are struggling right
now to come to an agreement on how
we are going to pay our bills. This ad-
ministrationOs  student loan bailout
will just throw gasoline on the infla-
tion fire, making it even harder for our
families to put food on the table. It is
the last thing our economy needs.

Mr. Speaker, is this fair?

Of course it is not fair.

This bailout sounds like a Houdini-
type escape from the responsibility of
student loan debt. Instead, 87 percent
of Americans without student loan
debt will end up paying for the 13 per-
cent of Americans who do.

How do you tell someone who has
worked their way through college or
joined the military to get through
school, like my son, that they will now
be saddled with paying off a Harvard
graduateOs underwater fire safety de-
gree?

This whacky student loan bailout is
unfair to taxpayers and unfair to fu-
ture generations of students.

Mr. Speaker, the whole plan is nuts.
There is only one correct answer, and

that is to vote OOyesOO on this Congres-

sional Review Act.
Mr. Speaker, letOs bring sense and
sensibility to AmericaOs education sys-

tem while protecting the interests of
taxpayers.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,

I remind my colleague from Florida
that almost 120,000 borrowers from his
district will be denied relief if this res-
olution is enacted.

Mr. Speaker, | yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from North Carolina (Ms.
ADAMS ), the ranking member of the
Workforce Protections Subcommittee.

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in opposition to H.J. Res. 45,
which will disapprove of waivers and
modifications on borrowers of Federal
student loans.

As a former educator of 40 years, |
am ashamed and astonished to see that
my colleagues would introduce such di-
visive, misleading, and harmful resolu-
tions. This partisan, all-Republican-led
bill would end the one-time debt relief
and the December payment pause.

The Department of Education would
also be prevented from issuing a simi-
lar ruling to the Biden administra-
tionOs one-time debt relief and exten-
sion of payment pauses in the future.

Let me be clear. This barely one-page
bill does absolutely nothing to ad-
vance, to enrich, or to uplift borrowers. _

Under the Biden administrationOs
plan, 43 million borrowers would be eli-
gible for student loan relief, and 20 mil-
lion would be eligible for full forgive-
ness of their loans, ensuring that indi-
viduals affected by emergencies, in-
cluding COVID, are not placed in a
worse financial position.

Within my own district, there are
more than 120,000 estimated eligible
borrowers under the Biden student loan
relief plan. Mr. Speaker, 79,900 of those
borrowers were deemed automatically
eligible for relief, and that is about 65
percent of the eligible borrowers. More
than 50,000 of those were fully approved
applicants that were sent over to loan
servicers for discharge. That is about
42 percent of the eligible borrowers in
my district.

Tens of thousands of constituents
from my district and across the coun-
try will have the ability to live their
lives without the looming effects of
student loan debt. Just imagine the
millions of borrowers that would be im-
pacted across this country, as well.

Unfortunately, my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle fail to realize the
impact that this would have for so
many Americans. This legislation
moves to rid student aid borrowers in
this country of any opportunity to bet-
ter their financial situations.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
| yield an additional 30 seconds to the
gentlewoman from North Carolina.

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, it is a step
toward borrowers buying that house,
taking that long-awaited trip, starting
the family they wanted to start, and
starting a business.

Education is an American right and a
privilege, and no one should deny that
right from anyone. | look forward to
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having a meaningful conversation, and
| urge my colleagues to oppose this res-
olution.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, my col-
leagues want us to feel so sorry for
these people who took out these loans
and who are not going to pay them
back. My colleague in the 12th District
of North Carolina said 121,000 people in
her district.

Mr. Speaker, you know who | am
feeling sorry for? The 622,600 people
who are being asked to pay off the bill
that those 121,000 people took out will-
ingly and have benefited from. This is
a backward way of looking at things.
Compassion should be shown to the
622,600 people who didnOt take out the
loan but are now being asked to pay it
back.

Mr. Speaker, | yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from lllinois (Mrs. M IL -
LER ), the vice chair of the Committee
on Education and the Workforce.

b 1300

Mrs. MILLER of lllinois. Mr. Speak-
er, | strongly oppose President BidenOs
proposal to force blue-collar workers in
my district to pay off the student loans
of borrowers who attended universities
who are sitting on billion-dollar endow-
ments.

In my district, there are 599,500 con-
stituents who are not being asked to
but will be forced to pay the student
loan debt that people agreed to take
out. This plan is unfair to responsible
Americans who have diligently worked
hard and saved money to fund their
education.

Furthermore, it is important to ac-
knowledge the dedication of our mili-
tary members who earned tuition bene-
fits through their service. The rising
costs of higher education deserve care-
ful examination, particularly con-
cerning the growing number of admin-
istrative positions focused on diversity,
equity, and inclusion.

We must investigate the significant
increase in administrative expenses
that do not directly contribute to pro-
viding students with a quality edu-
cation leading to meaningful employ-
ment.

Universities that charge exorbitant
amounts for humanities degrees in cul-
tural Marxism should bear the respon-
sibility when their graduates struggle
to repay their loans due to a lack of
viable employment opportunities.

| urge my colleagues to prioritize the
interest of taxpayers by opposing this
proposal put forth by President Biden.

Mr. Speaker, | see them laughing
over there. | donOt think the people
that are going to be left holding the
bag paying someone elseOs student loan
debt are laughing.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I remind my colleague from lllinois
that over 75,000 borrowers from her dis-
trict will be denied debt relief if this
resolution is enacted.

Mr. Speaker, may | inquire as to the
time remaining.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Virginia has 17 1 minutes
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remaining. The gentlewoman from
North Carolina has 11 minutes remain-
ing.

ng. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
| yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
California (Mr. G~ ARCIA ).

Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today in strong op-
position to House RepublicansO efforts
to eliminate critical student loan re-
lief.

Now, as an educator, it is shameful
to me that my colleagues could look at
this crisis of student debt in our coun-
try and decide to intentionally make it
worse for 40 million Americans.

These are the same people that voted
for tax breaks for billionaires and large
corporations, and now they are telling
everyday people that we canOt afford to
help them, and it is appalling.

When | was in the classroom, | saw
my students take out loans for basic
needs like rent and putting food on the
table. We tell kids to go get an edu-
cation, to go to college, to work toward
the American Dream, but that also
means taking out, oftentimes, thou-
sands of dollars of loans.

Student loan debt also disproportion-
ately impacts people of color, low-in-
come students, and millions of young
people that may not have had access to
financial training. Millionaires are not
burdened with student debt; working-
class peaple are.

So letOs be clear: Republicans in the
House are putting billionaires and
large corporations over students.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, | yield my-
self such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, | rise, again, in support
of H.J. Res. 45 and urge my colleagues
to pass this bill.

The Democrats and the White House
have accused Republicans of working
against the interests of our constitu-
ents; however, this just shows how out
of touch Democrats are with the reali-
ties of the people in my district.

While the White House likes to point
to the fact that 75,000 of my constitu-
ents are eligible for the administra-
tionOs bailout, they conveniently ig-
nore that 675,000 of them, or over 90
percent, receive no benefit from this il-
legal scam.

Moreover, 212,000 of my constituents
have never even set foot on a college
campus. According to the National
Taxpayers Union estimate, the admin-
istration®s blanket loan cancellation
and income-driven repayment plan will
cost over $3,500 per constituent. This
will cost the hardworking constituents
in my district $1.2 billion alone.

Mr. Speaker, there is no such thing
as debt forgiveness. The administra-
tionOs student debt scheme simply
transfers the cost from well-off college
graduates to the backs of my constitu-
ents. | urge my colleagues to vote
OO0yesOO on H.J. Res. 45, and | reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
| yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
lllinois (Mr.D  AvIS ).

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, |
oppose this legislation that will harm
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43 million student loan borrowers who
need debt relief so that the Repub-
licans can spend trillions of dollars in
just a few weeks on tax cuts for the
wealthiest 1 percent.

Over 100,000 borrowers in my congres-
sional district alone and over 1.5 mil-
lion lllinoisans will lose and be af-
fected if the relief is denied. The mali-
ciousness of this legislation is appall-
ing. The bill would ban relief for 43
million borrowers and also drawback
relief that millions of borrowers al-
ready receive.

This heartless bill would force public
servants like firefighters, teachers, so-
cial service providers, legal aid attor-
neys, and nonprofit workers to make
additional payments. The callousness
of this bill is heightened because the
Republicans are bragging that they
will spend trillions of dollars in just a
few weeks to give trillions in tax
breaks to the wealthy 1 percent while
inflicting economic harm on Ameri-
cans struggling with student loan debt.
| reject this bill.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, | would let
Representative Davis know that in Illi-
nois 11,655,200 people donOt have stu-
dent debt, and they will be the ones
bearing the cost of the transfer from
90,800 people.

Mr. Speaker, | yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. R

Mr. ROSE. Mr. Speaker, America is a
country built on the idea of freedom.
Freedom to most means the ability to
live and make decisions without unrea-
sonable constraints. Freedom does not
mean freedom from individual respon-
sibility.

Unfortunately, President Biden and
those who support his wealthy student
loan giveaway scheme have gotten it
backwards. They believe that hard-
working, blue-collar Tennesseans
should foot the bills for the wealthy.

Simply put, this is plain wrong. Be-
cause in America, we are free to make
decisions on our own and no one should
be responsible for someone elseOs per-
sonal decisions.

Mr. Speaker, by forcing this draco-
nian student loan buyout down the
throats of taxpayers, President Biden
is hindering our freedom. That is why |
urge my colleagues to join me in stand-
ing on the side of freedom by voting
OO0yesOO on H.J. Res. 45.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,

I remind my colleague from Tennessee
that 89,000 borrowers from his district
will be denied relief if this resolution is
enacted.

Mr. Speaker, | yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from Washington (Ms.
JAYAPAL ), a member of the Education
and Workforce Committee.

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
opposition to this cruel resolution that
will force low- and middle-income stu-
dent loan borrowers to face severe fi-
nancial hardship.

In a reckless reversal of the payment
pause, this measure sends an average of
$1,000 in surprise student loan bills to
over 40 million Americans. This absurd
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approach to block President BidenOs
student debt relief plan hurts those
who are most at risk.

Older Americans owe a fifth of all
student debt. Their debt has increased
fivefold in the last 20 years. Black
Americans owe an average of $44,800 in
student debt. Over 6 million Americans
living in rural areas owe an average of
$35,000. Reversals to the Public Service
Loan Forgiveness would put 260,000
public servants and 46,000 servicemem-
bers back under the thumb of these
crushing payments.

Those who receive that Public Serv-
ice Loan Forgiveness have played by
the rules for years and sacrificed too
much to have partisan efforts steal re-
lief that they were already given and
counting on.

QOur job is to protect working people,
and that should mean ensuring that no
one goes into unpayable debt just to
get a degree to pursue their dreams.
This Republican plan would increase
the likelihood of defaulting for teach-
ers, for law enforcement, for public
servants across the board, and it would
be a drop in the bucket toward actually
addressing the deficit.

Yet Republicans took $1.9 trillion
from taxpayers and handed it to cor-
porations in tax cuts, and dozens of
them have absolutely no qualms in
pocketing over $22 million in PPP for-
giveness just in this body across the
aisle.

Congress should be prioritizing aid to
seniors and borrowers from working
families, not the wealthy. Vote OOnoOO
on this extreme, unworkable, and cruel
resolution.

Mr. Speaker, | include in the R ECORD
a letter signed by over 260 organiza-
tions, including labor, civil rights, and
consumer protection groups calling on
Congress to reject this harmful resolu-
tion.

MAY 8, 2023.
Hon. C HUCK SCHUMER ,
Majority Leader, U.S. Senate,
Washington, DC.
Hon. K EVIN MCCARTHY ,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.
Hon. M ITcCH M CCONNELL |,
Minority Leader, U.S. Senate,
Washington, DC.
Hon. H AKEEM JEFFRIES ,
Democratic Leader, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

L EADER SCHUMER , M INORITY L EADER
MCCONNELL , SPEAKER MCCARTHY , AND MI-
NORITY L EADER JEFFRIES : The undersigned

261 organizations representing millions of
students, workers, people of color, veterans,
people with disabilities, consumers, and peo-
ple of faith write in strong opposition to bi-
cameral efforts to use the Congressional Re-
view Act (CRA) to overturn President
BidenOs actions to pause student loan pay-
ments and provide student debt relief for
low-income and working-class Americans
continuing to recover from the deadly
COVIDD19 pandemic and its devastating eco-
nomic fallout.

In March, policymakers in the House and
Senate unveiled a CRA resolution to retro-
actively overturn the pause of federal stu-
dent loan payments and interest accrual, and
President BidenOs debt relief plan. If success-
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ful, these CRA efforts would immediately
force tens of millions of borrowers into ab-
rupt and unplanned repayment with dev-
astating effects, including adding thousands
of dollars of payments and interest onto
their loan balances. It will also force the De-
partment of Education to unwind loans for-
given under Public Service Loan Forgiveness
for first responders, nurses, educators,
servicemembers, and hundreds of thousands
of other public service workers across the
country. These actions are a clear attack on
millions of the most vulnerable workers and
families who are still reeling from the dev-
astating impact of COVIDD19.

The PresidentOs student debt relief pro-
gram and extension of the pause on student
loan payments are both plainly legal and
desperately needed by the more than 43 mil-
lion borrowers drowning in nearly $1.76 tril-
lion in student loan debt. While they await
the Supreme CourtOs decision regarding the
fate of debt relief, tens of millions of bor-
rowers and their families are relying on the
federal student loan payment pause as they
continue to face the economic aftershocks of
the pandemic, including high inflation. Data
show that the payment pause has been of
greatest help to student loan borrowers who
were in financial distress even before the
pandemic and has successfully provided re-
lief for those borrowers more than other
COVIDD19 assistance programs. The payment
pause is broadly supported among individ-
uals with and without student loan debt and
has been recognized as necessary by the
Trump and Biden Administrations alike.
Further, the U.S. Secretary of EducationOs
use of the HEROES Act of 2003 to pause stu-
dent loan repayment falls within a long line
of waiver and modification authority exer-
cised by prior administrations without the
invocation of the CRA, including by his im-
mediate predecessor for precisely the same
purpose.

Overturning the payment pause and forc-
ing borrowers into immediate repayment
would have a devastating effect on borrowers
in every community. U.S. Department of
Education (ED) analysis demonstrates that a
resumption of loan payments without can-
cellation will spike delinquency and default
rates for the most financially vulnerable.
Further, more than 26 million Americans ap-
plied for student debt cancellation in the few
weeks before it was shut down by partisan
attacks in the federal courts. This extraor-
dinary engagement with President BidenOs
cancellation plan is further evidence of both
the crushing burden this debt places on
workers and families from all walks of life
and the promise of hope debt cancellation of-
fers for millions seeking an economic fresh
start.

Recent polling illustrates that cancella-
tion enjoys broad popular support, under-
scoring the massive impact of student debt
across families, communities, and entire
generations of Americans, and the reasons
for the programOs popularity are clear. Can-
cellation will also benefit many Americans
who have suffered the most throughout the
pandemicRwith 90% of relief dollars going to
borrowers earning below $75,000 a year. These
are student loan borrowers who are low- and
middle-income, borrowers with disabilities,
public servants who face high educational
costs and low wages, women and Black and
Latino/a borrowers who come from low-
wealth families unable to foot the bill for
higher education upfront, and many more.
Cancellation will help prevent a wave of de-
faults and delinquencies when repayment re-
sumes and ensure that these borrowers will
be able to afford basics like food, housing,
and other necessities that pandemic-related
financial hardship would otherwise put out
of reach.

The American people, the law, and the eco-
nomic instability of the present moment all
emphasize the necessity of debt cancellation
and the continuation of the payment pause
until cancellation is realized. Policymakers
now seeking to reverse such critical relief
through the CRA are ignoring the economic
needs of their own constituents and threat-
ening our nationOs financial security. Con-
gress should be acting to improve the cir-
cumstances of the American people, not at-
tempting to thwart the PresidentOs efforts to
ease the financial pressure that so many are
feeling.

For these reasons, we strongly oppose the
efforts to overturn this relief through the
Congressional Review Act (H.J. Res. 45/S.J.
Res. 22) and we urge you to consider the
harmful impact they would have on the mil-
lions of American people and families who
are in need of student loan debt relief.

Signed,

1000 Women Strong; AACTE (American As-
sociation of Colleges for Teacher Education);
Accountable. US; Adasina Social Capital; Af-
fordable Homeownership Foundation Inc.;
AFGE; AFLDCIO; AFT Michigan, AFT, AFLD
CIO; AFTBWisconsin, AFT, AFLDCIO;
AKPIRG; Alabama State Association of Co-
operatives; Alliance for Justice; Amazon
Labor Union; American Association of Uni-
versity Professors; American Association of
University Women; American Federation of
State, County and Municipal Employees
(AFSCME); American Federation of Teach-
ers (AFT); American Psychological Associa-
tion; Americans for Financial Reform;
Appleseed Foundation.

Arkansas Community Organizations; Asian
Pacific American Labor Alliance (AFLDCIO);
Associate Students of the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley; Associated Students of the
University of Nevada; Association of Flight
AttendantsDCWA,; Association of Latino Ad-
ministrators and Superintendents (ALAS);
ASUCM External office; Autistic Women &
Nonbinary Network; Bend the Arc: Jewish
Action; Blue Future; BPUF.org; CAARMA;
Cabrini Green Legal Aid; California Associa-
tion of Nonprofits (CalNonprofits); Campaign
for College Opportunity; CASH Campaign of
Maryland; CEA.org; Center for American
Progress; Center for Economic Integrity;
Center for LGBTQ Economic Advancement &
Research (CLEAR).

Center for Responsible Lending; CFPB
Union NTEU 335; Chicago Foundation for
Women; Church Women United in New York
State; Citizen Action of Wisconsin; Clearing-
house on WomenOs lIssues; Color Of Change;
Colorado AFLBCIO; Colorado Fiscal Insti-
tute; Columbia Consumer Education Council
Inc; Communication Workers of America
(CWA); Communications Workers of America
District 7; Community Legal Aid Society,
Inc. (Delaware); Community Service Society
of New York; Consumer Action; Consumer
Federation of America; Consumer Federa-
tion of California; Consumer Reports; Con-
sumers for Auto Reliability and Safety;
Council of Graduate Schools.

Council on Social Work Education; Debt
Collective; Delaware Community Reinvest-
ment Action Council; Dream Defenders; Eco-
nomic Action Maryland; EMPath: Economic
Mobility Pathways; Empower our Future;
End Citizens United/Let America Vote Ac-
tion Fund; Equal Justice Works; External
Vice President Office of the Associated Stu-
dents of the University of California, Irvine;
Faith Action for All; Faith in Action; Fay-
etteville Police Accountability Community
Taskforce; Feminist Campus; Feminist Ma-
jority Foundation; Formerly Incarcerated
College Graduates Network; Forward Mon-
tana; Fosterus; Freedom BLOC; Fresno
Building Healthy Communities.

Friendship of Women, Inc.; Hawaii State
Teachers Association; HEAL Food Alliance;

H2567



H2568

Hildreth Institute; Hispanic Federation;
Housing and Economic Rights Advocates; In-
divisible; Instituto de Avance Latino CDC;
International Brotherhood of Teamsters;
International Federation of Professional and
Technical Engineers (IFPTE); Jacksonville
Area Legal Aid, Inc.; Justice in Aging; La
Raza Centro Legal, San Francisco; Latinos
for Education; LCLAA; Leadership Con-
ference on Civil and Human Rights (LCCR);
LeadMNNCollege Students Connecting for
Change; League of United Latin American
Citizens; Legal Action Chicago; Loan Repay-
ment Assistance Program of Minnesota.

Louisiana Budget Project; Maine Center
for Economic Policy; Maryland Center for
Collegiate Financial Wellness Maryland Vol-
unteer Lawyers Service Massachusetts Ac-
tion for Justice; Massachusetts Affordable
Housing Alliance Miami Valley Fair Housing
Center, Inc.; Michigan Poverty Law Pro-
gram; Minority Veterans of America; Mon-
tana Fair Housing; Mountain State Justice;
MoveOn; NAACP; National Association of
Pediatric Nurse Practitioners; National As-
sociation of Secondary School Principals
(NASSP).

National Association of Social Workers:

DC Metro Chapter, Alabama Chapter, Alas-
ka Chapter, Arizona Chapter, Arkansas
Chapter, California Chapter, Colorado Chap-
ter, Connecticut Chapter, Delaware Chapter,
Florida Chapter, Georgia Chapter, Guam
Chapter, Hawaii Chapter, Idaho Chapter, Illi-
nois Chapter, Indiana Chapter, lowa Chapter,
Kansas Chapter, Kentucky Chapter, Lou-
isiana Chapter, Maine Chapter, Maryland
Chapter, Massachusetts Chapter, Michigan
Chapter, Minnesota Chapter, Mississippi
Chapter, Missouri Chapter, Montana Chap-
ter, Nebraska Chapter, Nevada Chapter, New
Hampshire Chapter, New Jersey Chapter,
New Mexico Chapter, New York City Chap-
ter, New York State Chapter, North Carolina
Chapter, North Dakota Chapter, Ohio Chap-
ter, Oklahoma Chapter, Oregon Chapter,
Pennsylvania Chapter, Puerto Rico Chapter,
Rhode Island Chapter, South Carolina Chap-
ter, South Dakota Chapter, Tennessee Chap-
ter, Texas Chapter, Utah Chapter, Vermont
Chapter, Virgin Islands Chapter, Virginia
Chapter, Washington Chapter, West Virginia
Chapter, Wisconsin Chapter, Wyoming Chap-
ter.

National Association of Student Loan
Lawyers; National Black Justice Coalition;
National Center for Law and Economic Jus-
tice; National Consumer Law Center (on be-
half of its low-income clients); National Con-
sumers League; National Education Associa-
tion (NEA); National Employment Law
Project; National League for Nursing; Na-
tional Legal Aid & Defender Association; Na-
tional Nurses United (NNU); National Urban
League; National WomenOs Law Center; Na-
tional Young Farmers Coalition; New Era
Colorado; New Georgia Project Action Fund;
New Jersey Appleseed Public Interest Law
Center; New Jersey Institute for Social Jus-
tice;, New York Legal Assistance Group
(NYLAG); NextGen California; Nine Star En-
terprises, Inc.

Nonprofit Professional Employees Union
(NPEU); NTEU Independent Staff Union; Of-
fice & Professional Employees International
Union (OPEIU); Office of the Nevada State
Treasurer; Ohio Student Association; Oregon
Student Association; Our Revolution; P
Street; Passengers United; PeopleOs Action;
Progressive Leadership Alliance of Nevada;
Protect All ChildrenOs Environment;
Psycharmor; Public Advocacy for Kids
(PAK); Public Citizen; Public Counsel; Pub-
lic Good Law Center; Public Justice Center;
Public Law Center; Quiet Creek Herb Farm.

Rachel Carson Council; RAISE Texas; Red
River Association of Educators; Rise;
RootsAction.org; Rural Coalition; Rutgers
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University Student Assembly; School Social
Work Association of America; Secular Stu-
dent Alliance; SEIU Local 500; Service Em-
ployees International Union (SEIU); South
Carolina Appleseed Legal Justice Center,
StellaOs Girls Inc; Student Borrower Protec-
tion Center; Student Debt Crisis Center; Stu-
dent Loan Fund; Students First Consulting;
Students United; Suncoast NORML; Super-
majority.

Take on Wall Street; Texas Appleseed;
Texas State Teachers Association; The Ari-
zona StudentsO Association; The Bell Policy
Center; The Education Trust; The Hope Cen-
ter at Temple University; THE ONE LESS
FOUNDATION; Towards Justice; UCPBAFT,
Local 1474; UCSB Associated Students Sen-
ate External Affairs Committee; UCSB
Lobby Corps; UFCW; UnidosUS; United Food
and Commercial Workers Union Local 400;
United Way of Southern Cameron County;
University of Wisconsin Law School Con-
sumer Law Clinic; University of California
Student Association; VermontbNEA; Vir-
ginia Poverty Law Center.

Washington Council of Lawyers; Wash-
ington Office of the Student Loan Advocate;
We the 45 Million; Western Center on Law
and Poverty; Wisconsin Education Associa-
tion Council; Women Employed; Xavier Uni-
versity of Louisiana Student Government;
Young Invincibles; YWCA USA; Zero Debt
Massachusetts.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, | think our
colleagues on the other side of the aisle
are doing their best to gaslight the 87
percent of their constituents who are
going to be saddled with the debt from
the 13 percent.

In WashingtonOs 7th Congressional
District, there are 686,200 people who
donOt have any college debt who are
going to be asked to pay the debt off
for 84,300 people.

Mr. Speaker, | yield 4 minutes to the
distinguished gentleman from Texas
(Mr. M ORAN ), who is a member of the
Education and Workforce Committee.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, | thank
Congressman G ooD of Virginia for in-
troducing H.J. Res. 45, and | thank
Chairwoman F  oxx for her leadership in
getting this important resolution to
the floor.

Mr. Speaker, just a few statistics
from my particular district in north-
east Texas: Almost 70 percent of my
district does not hold a college degree,
and under this program, -effectively
what the President is asking for is,
that those 70 percent should subsidize
the college education of the rest of
those individuals in my district.

The cost for my district is $1.55 bil-
lion. The estimated number of con-
stituents ineligible for student debt re-
lief in my district is 640,000 individuals
out of 767,000 individuals in east Texas.

Nearly 30 years ago when | began my
post-education studies, | had to sup-
port myself through college. My par-
ents wanted to do that, but they
couldn®t do it because of their financial
status at the time, so paying for col-
lege was a matter of personal responsi-
bility for me.

Better stated, it was a matter of per-
sonal investment for my future. It was
an investment that | chose to make. It
was an investment that | knew | need-
ed to make to fulfill GodOs call on my
life.

To pay for my education, | took on a
variety of jobs, including being a server
at a restaurant, running a vending
route, serving as a painterOs helper,
even roofing a roof in the middle of the
hot Texas sun.

There was still a gap between what
college was going to cost me and what
| could earn on my own during those
summer and weekend jobs that | had.
Despite my hard work, a shortfall was
still there, so | picked up college loans.

When | did so, | evaluated what | was
going to have to repay in the future. |
looked at the degree programs | was
studying, | looked at the future repay-
ment plans before me, and | knew that
it was a matter of my personal respon-
sibility to pay back that loan that was
going to benefit me and benefit my
family.

It was not a matter of me taking out
those loans believing that others
would, in fact, be on the hook to pay
for them. As a father of four school-
aged children, we are now going
through that same process with my
older two children to determine what
we are going to do about their future.
It is a decision we know we need to
make and an obligation we know we
need to keep on the back side of taking
out any loans.

Unfortunately, that is a conversation
a lot of families donOt have in this
world before they send their kids off to
school, and we need to make sure that
there is more information out there be-
fore they incur the debt that ulti-
mately they are going to have to
repay.
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But to saddle that repayment on the
backs of others who have not benefited
from it is simply wrongheaded. Frank-
ly, it is unconstitutional for the execu-
tive branch to take that action with-
out going through the legislative
branch, but that is precisely what the
President is attempting to do.

Mr. Speaker, | stand in opposition to
the student loan debt forgiveness pro-

gram and in support of Mr. G oopOs

joint resolution. | look forward to this
being on the floor.

| look forward to Americans in this
country understanding that when they
take an obligation for a loan repay-
ment, that they are going to repay it,
not others, because once we assume the
obligations of every other person in
this country, the free market, capi-
talist society that drives our economy
is gone. We do not need to see that.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,

I remind my colleague from Texas that
over 88,000 borrowers from his district
will be denied relief if this resolution is
enacted.

Mr. Speaker, | yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from Michigan (Ms.
TLAB ).

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, | hope the
American people are watching this
shameful act to halt assistance on stu-
dent debt for millions of Americans.

Mr. Speaker, 90 percent of people who
will benefit from President BidenOs stu-
dent relief make less than $75,000. To
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my good colleague from Texas, as he
says, these folks making all of these
difficult decisions, how about this: Why
donOt those folks who took out PPP
loans over there, who got it completely
forgiven, give that money back?

You are asking teachers, firefighters,
all who are drowning in education debt,
who will benefit from a public service
loan forgiveness program, to pay it
back while they are serving our coun-
try in all different forms, reverse it all,
and pay the interest back as well. Let
them struggle and suffer while, again,
they are educating our children and
protecting our communities.

This is all happening, Mr. Speaker,
while the far-right Republicans have
filed a sham lawsuit to take it before
an unhinged, corrupt Supreme Court
that has secretly accepted lavish trips
and payments from billionaire Repub-
lican mega-donors while considering
striking down student debt relief.

Now, our Republican colleagues, in-
cluding many who took out over $20
million in PPP loans during the pan-
demic when everybody was sufferingN
that were completely forgivenNwant
to hurt fellow Americans who arenOt
wealthy like they are. They want to re-
peal the PresidentOs student debt relief
program that has changed the lives of
43 million Americans for the better.

Under President BidenOs debt relief
program alone, in Michigan over 1.3
million residents were helped with the
burden of crushing student debt.

I donOt know, Mr. Speaker. Maybe
they are doing this because student re-
lief is tied to racial justice. We know
that more than 20 million borrowers
will be completely debt free and one in
four of them are Black borrowers.

Our communities have been denied
the ability to build generational
wealth for far too long, targeted by po-
lice violence, systemic racism, and an
economic system that is fueled by cor-
porate greed.

Mr. Speaker, we cannot allow the
same Republicans who had millions of
dollars in PPP loans forgiven to repeal
student debt relief. The hypocrisy is
disgusting.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, may | in-
quire as to how much time is remain-
ing?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from North Carolina has 4
minutes remaining.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, | reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
may | inquire as to how much time is
remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Virginia has 10
remaining.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
| yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. F ROST ).

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, | rise in op-
position to this resolution.

| want to say something. My Repub-
licans colleagues are pushing a nar-
rative that student debt relief is un-
fair. To my colleagues, | agree with
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them. | agree that what is going on is
unfair.

Folks who paid off their debt, the
fact that they had to have it in the
first place is unfair. The fact that stu-
dents still have to take out crushing
student debt just to get a college edu-
cation, that is unfair.

If we legislated using the logic that
you bring to this issue here today,
women and Black folks wouldnOt have
the right to vote because it would be
unfair to those who never got to vote
before then.

See, if we legislated using your logic,
that because there was an injustice we
canOt fix it because it is unfair to those
who never had it fixed, means we would
never progress on any issue in this
country.

Why do you bring that * logic to this
issue as it relates to students but not
any other issue?

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, | demand
that words be taken down.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will suspend. The gentleman
will take a seat.

The Clerk will report the words.
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Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, | ask unan-
imous consent to withdraw the offend-
ing words.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, | have no
objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the offending words are
withdrawn.

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will proceed in order.

Mr. FROST. If we use this logic on
every single issue, we would never have
progress on anything.

The truth of the matter is that young
people and people dondt have student
debt because we live beyond our means.
We have student debt because we have
been denied the means to live. It is im-
portant to understand that.

Congress needs to help fix this dam-
aged economy, which gets more un-
equal and inequitable every single day.
This resolution today is not delivering
that help. It is making things worse.
To people watching at home, to young
people, the people with student debt,
just know that the Republican Party
here, my colleagues in this Chamber,
are fighting to take away the relief
that you need and that you deserve.

This is about fairness. True fairness
is ensuring that everyone has equitable
opportunity. Twenty million constitu-
ents robbed of relief by their own Rep-
resentatives is what this resolution is
about.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
vote O0no.00

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, | yield my-
self 2 1 minutes.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to point
out that in the 10th District of Florida,
654,500 people will be paying the debt
for 122,500 people.

Mr. Speaker, over the last two dec-
ades, tuition and fees have increased
nearly three times the rate of infla-
tion.

Democrats continually talk about
how college is unaffordable yet fail to
realize their failed policies exacerbate
the problem of outrageous college
costs.

More Federal aid and generous loan
subsidies allow schools to increase
their prices to capture those additional
funds. Economists at the New York
Federal Reserve found that for every $1
increase in student loan subsidies, col-
leges increased their tuition 60 cents.
Another study found colleges reduced
their own grant aid by as much as 83
cents for every dollar students receive
in taxpayer student aid.

The Biden administration is telling
borrowers that someone else will pay
their loans and telling institutions
that someone else will cover the cost of
tuition.

It is no wonder the Congressional
Budget Office found that the Biden ad-
ministrationOs new income-driven re-
payment plan alone will increase stu-
dent borrowing by 12 percent.

Let®s work toward actually lowering
college costs, not dumping hundreds of
billions of taxpayer dollars on well-off
college graduates to make the problem
worse.

Again, Mr. Speaker, | urge my col-

leagues to vote OOyesOO on H.J. Res. 45,

and | reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
| yield 1 1B minutes to the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. K

Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to condemn Repub-
licans® attack on education. They want
to ban teachers, books, and the oppor-
tunity to learn history, and now, they
want to ban relief for students.

This resolution would block Presi-
dent BidenOs debt forgiveness plan,
forcing everyone who took advantage
of the pause in payments to pay inter-
est on every payment missed.

In addition, this plan would hit our
valuable public servants the hardestN
those who took advantage of the Public
Service Loan Forgiveness Program,
like nurses, firefighters, law enforce-
ment, and childcare providers.

If you want some real truth, Mr.
Speaker, letOs not get it twisted. PPP
was not a grant, yet some of my Re-
publican colleagues literally received
millions in PPP loans. | donOt see any-
one rushing to pay those back. Talk
about unfair; the American people are
paying those bills that they didnOt
incur.

No, Republicans donOt want to for-
give anyone or anything except them-
selves, and the American people de-
serve forgiveness.

This legislation will harm low- and
middle-income families, including 20.6
million of RepublicansO own constitu-
ents, but they wonOt say that.

American people, if you donOt know,
now you know.
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LetOs enact legislation that encour-
ages affordable education and eco-
nomic mobility so that the American
people can learn and earn.

Republicans, please get out of your
and my constituentsO way.

Mr. Speaker, | ask for a ©Onodd vote on

this.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, | reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
| yield 1 & minutes to the gentlewoman
from Massachusetts (Ms. P RESSLEY ).

Ms. PRESSLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today on behalf of burdened borrowers
throughout the Massachusetts Seventh
Congressional District and borrowers
everywhere.

| rise today on behalf of the third
grade teacher who spent a decade in
the classroom, month by month mak-
ing their student loan payments; on be-
half of the mother juggling three part-
time jobs, trying her best to stretch
her paycheck to cover rent and to pay
down her student debt; and for the one
in four Black borrowers who will have
their student loans _fully canceled
under President BidenOs historic plan.

You see, Mr. Speaker, student debt
cancellation can and will change and
save lives. This isnOt hyperbole. It is re-
ality.

A diverse coalition of voters came to-
gether to press for cancellation, crit-
ical payment pauses, and updates to
the essential Public Service Loan For-
giveness Program.

Under this cruel measure, 260,000 pub-
lic service workers could see their debt
reinstatedNnurses,  educators, fire-
fighters, and military servicemembers.

Let me make it plain: The President
has the legal authority to cancel stu-
dent debt.

Let me say this. | took out loans, and
| paid off those loans. It took me 20-
plus years while being a caregiver to
my mother and while working three
jobs sometimes. | took out those loans,
and | paid them off, but | want an easi-
er road for the next person.

The cost of higher education has in-
creased by 150 percent, so | do not call
it student debt forgiveness because bor-
rowers have done nothing wrong. They
don®t need to be forgiven anything, but
they are deserving of and do need re-
lief.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FLooD ). The time of the gentlewoman
has expired.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
| yield an additional 30 seconds to the
gentlewoman from Massachusetts.

Ms. PRESSLEY. Mr. Speaker, to
anyone who seeks to mislead the public
and to use the courtDs harmful meas-
ures to gut essential relief, take a seat.
The people deserve and demand this re-
lief.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
vote OOno.00

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, | am pre-
pared to close whenever the gentleman
from Virginia is prepared, and | reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
| am prepared to close, and | yield my-
self the balance of my time.
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Mr. Speaker, there are many chal-
lenges we have in higher education
that demand our attention: the rising
costs of higher education, the student
debt crisis, the eroded value of the Pell
grant, and mental health issues. The
list goes on.

Instead of addressing these chal-
lenges, we are trying to force through
a resolution that hurts tens of millions
of student borrowers and their fami-
lies, an average of almost 100,000 in
each of our districts.

Many of my colleagues on the other
side have justified this resolution by
arguing that we canOt afford it, but it is
just a matter of priorities.

Congressional Republicans are will-
ing to charge taxpayers more than
twice as much for a tax package where
80 percent of the benefits were sched-
uled to go to the top 1 percent and cor-
porations, but now they are unwilling
to invest half that amount to help stu-
dent borrowers pay for their education.

We should be passing proposals that
meaningfully support borrowers and
make college more affordable for cur-
rent and future borrowers.

The bottom line is that it is our re-
sponsibility to strengthen the support
for those seeking a college degree be-
cause those who want a college degree
should be able to access that oppor-
tunity. That opportunity should not be
reserved for just the wealthy few.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
oppose H.J. Res. 45, and | yield back
the balance of my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, | yield my-
self the balance of my time to close.

Mr. Speaker, we all know that access
to college is available to every single
person in this country. It is not a mat-
ter of access. It is a matter of who is
paying back their loans.

Coupled with the permanent repay-
ment pause, expansive new regulations,
and a radical new income-driven repay-
ment plan, the Biden administrationOs
student loan scam could end up costing
taxpayers $1 trillion. That is more than
the Federal Government has ever spent
on postsecondary education.

The Biden administrationOs policies
do nothing to solve the root issues of
student debt. If this bailout moves for-
ward, then outstanding student debt
will return to current levels in just
over 5 years. We will be right back here
again.

The Federal student loan system is
broken, and real reform is needed. Sim-
ply put, the administrationOs action
will mean that future students will
come to expect their loans will be can-
celed, and colleges will continue to in-
crease already skyrocketing tuition be-
cause they know Democrats will leave
taxpayers to foot the bill.

We need to hold colleges accountable
for charging outrageous prices for de-
grees with no value. We need a student
loan program that has the best inter-
ests of students and taxpayers in mind.

As the institution that holds the
power of the purse, Congress has the
responsibility to protect the interest of
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taxpayers. A vote in support of todayOs
resolution will do just that.

Again, Mr. Speaker, | urge my col-
leagues to vote OOyesOO on H.J. Res. 45,
and | yield back the balance of my
time.

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise in op-
position to H.J. Res. 45 a Congressional Re-
view Act resolution that would overturn the
pause on federal student loan payments and
block President BidenOs student debt relief
plan.

This CRA resolution would abruptly force
tens of millions of borrowers into unplanned
repayment and lead to thousands of dollars in
payments and interest being added back onto
their loans. In the aftermath of the COVIDD19
pandemic coupled with global inflation, over-
turning the payment pause would prove disas-
trous for borrowers at a time when they can
least afford it.

According to the Student Borrower Protec-
tion Center*, more than 43 million borrowers
continue to suffer under the crushing weight of
$1.6 trillion of federal student debt. In Min-
nesota alone, the pause on student loan re-
payments saved 641,004 borrowers $495 mil-
lion. Thanks to the pause, borrowers around
the country have been able to accomplish
things that had previously been beyond reach-
such as saving for retirement, affording nec-
essary medication, or simply having some
breathing room to make ends meet.

Additionally, overturning the payment pause
would impact the over 156,000 public service
workers nationwide who received student debt
cancellation through the Public Service Loan
Forgiveness program. These nurses, edu-
cators, first responders, and other public serv-
ants could see their loans reinstated if these
CRA efforts are realized.

Not only would this CRA resolution have a
disastrous impact on borrowers in the here
and now, it would also preclude the govern-
ment from installing a repayment pause for
borrowers in the future. We cannot know what
lies ahead, and we must be able to react and
provide borrowers with options should our
country endure another pandemic, economic
downturn, or other catastrophic event.

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in strong opposition to this resolution, which
threatens the financial well-being of millions of
Americans, including more than 260,000 hard-
working public servants who have achieved or
are working to achieve student loan relief
under the Public Service Loan Forgiveness
Program.

In 2007, | authored the PSLF program to
help relieve the burden of student loan debt
for public servants who contribute so much to
our communities but often receive far less pay
and fewer benefits than their private sector
counterparts. ~

Under PSLF, these individualsNteachers,
first responders, community health and social
workers, service members and moreNare eli-
gible for forgiveness of their remaining federal
student loan balances after completing 10
years of public service and making 120 quali-
fying payments on their loans.

| am pleased that the Biden Administration
has made changes to strengthen PSLF and
other student loan programs.

Unfortunately, the resolution before us today
would reverse that progress, causing signifi-
cant confusion and financial stress for these
individuals.
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By rolling back recent regulations, this reso-
lution could put millions of Americans in finan-
cial jeopardy, forcing them to make payments
on loans they had been told were on pause.
It would also delay PSLF borrowers from get-
ting their forgiveness and turn back the clock
on those who received loan forgiveness during
the payment pause.

This is not only confusingNit is just wrong.
Rather than renege on the promise we made
to these individuals, we must do everything we
can to strengthen PSLF to give public service
workers the relief they have earned.

| strongly urge my colleagues to oppose this
resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 429, the pre-
vious question is ordered on the joint
resolution.

The question is on the engrossment
and third reading of the joint resolu-
tion.

The joint resolution was ordered to
be engrossed and read a third time, and
was read the third time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
guestion is on passage of the joint reso-
lution.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
on that | demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

f
b 1345

DISAPPROVING THE RULE SUB-
MITTED BY THE DEPARTMENT
OF COMMERCE RELATING TO
OOPROCEDURES COVERING SUS-
PENSION OF LIQUIDATION, DU-
TIES AND ESTIMATED DUTIES IN
ACCORD WITH PRESIDENTIAL
PROCLAMATION 1041400

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of May 16,
2023, the unfinished business is the fur-
ther consideration of the veto message
of the President on the joint resolution
(H.J. Res. 39) disapproving the rule sub-
mitted by the Department of Com-
merce relating to OOProcedures Cov-
ering Suspension of Liquidation, Du-
ties and Estimated Duties in Accord
With Presidential Proclamation 1041400.

The Clerk read the title of the joint
resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is, Will the House, on recon-
sideration pass the joint resolution,
the objections of the President to the
contrary notwithstanding?

(For veto message, see proceedings of
the House of May 16, 2023, at page
H2370.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. S MITH ) is
recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
for purposes of debate only, | yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. B LU -

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD NHOUSE

MENAUER ), the ranking member of the
Subcommittee on Trade of the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means, pending
which | yield myself such time as |
may consume.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
| ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the veto message of H.J. Res. 39.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri?

There was no objection.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
| rise in support of overriding Presi-
dent BidenOs veto of H.J. Res. 39, a Con-
gressional Review Act resolution dis-
approving of the rule submitted by the
Department of Commerce relating to
Procedures Covering Suspension of Lig-
uidation, Duties, and Estimated Duties
in accord with Presidential Proclama-
tion 10414.

Mr. Speaker, 2 weeks ago, the Ways
and Means Committee held a hearing
at the Port of Staten Island in New
York to listen to working Americans
who are on the front lines of the im-
pact of our trade policies.

Witnesses highlighted for the com-
mittee the troubling reality that the
Chinese Communist Party continues to
engage in a wide range of unfair trade
practices that rip off American work-
ers, farmers, and businesses.

TodayOs resolution highlights one of
the most prolific of these unfair prac-
ticesNmassive subsidies for the CCPOs
favored industries.

TodayOs resolution is focused on the
solar industry, but make no mistake,
the CCPOs industrial policy impacts all
sectors of the American economy.

The United States has had tariffs in
place since 2012Nduring the Obama ad-
ministrationNto provide a level play-
ing field for American manufacturers
who face unfair competition from un-
fairly priced and subsidized solar prod-
ucts coming out of China. _

Now, President BidenOs own Com-
merce Department has found that Chi-
nese companies are shipping products
through four Southeast Asian coun-
triesNCambodia, Malaysia, Thailand,
and VietnamNto avoid paying these
same tariffs.

China has set up a solar panel export
scheme that cheats American workers
and consumers. Instead of standing up
for American manufacturers and work-
ers, the White House rewarded China
for exploiting them by issuing a procla-
mation that allows the CCP to con-
tinue to avoid paying the tariffs they
owe for an additional 2 years.

The sad truth is the solar panel in-
dustry in China is historically one of
the most prolific users of forced labor.

This body stood together not too
long ago to pass the Uyghur Forced
Labor Prevention Act. We should do
the same thing now when it comes to
actually standing firm against prod-
ucts and industries which have a prov-
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en track record of using such terrible
practices.

Republicans and Democrats in this
Chamber and in the Senate came to-
gether to block implementation of the
White House proclamation on solar
panels just a few weeks ago.

In doing, so we also sent a message to
President Xi: We will not allow China
to abuse our trade policies and hurt
American workers.

Unfortunately, President Biden dou-
bled down on his misguided decision
and vetoed our efforts. America must
stand up to China and stand up for our
workers.

Small businesses and U.S. manufac-
turers already have to deal with infla-
tion, rising interest rates, and a work-
er shortage.

The least Washington can do is level
the playing field for American workers
competing against Chinese state-sub-
sidized companies.

ChinaOs unfair trade practices have
left behind a trail of shuttered fac-
tories, lost jobs, and stolen intellectual
property all across America.

When we voted to roll back the White
HouseOs misguided decision on solar
panel tariffs, Congress spoke with a bi-
partisan voice in both Chambers. |
hope today we can do the same.

| urge my colleagues to once again
support this effort to turn out the
lights on ChinaOs economic exploi-
tation.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong opposi-
tion to this resolution. President Biden
struck the right balance by instituting
a temporary freeze on solar tariffs.

The Inflation Reduction Act has al-
ready led to the announcement of more
than 45 gigawatts of domestic solar
manufacturing capacity, and work has
already begun.

In 2021, there were only 7 gigawatts
of domestic manufacturing capacity,
but it takes time to build out manufac-
turing capacities. It doesnOt happen
overnight.

This 2-year bridge gives the solar in-
dustry the time needed to reorient sup-
ply chains away from China to produce
panels domestically. .

That is why the PresidentOs position
is supported by leaders who do the
work: organized labor from IBEW,
LIUNA, the carpenters, and the oper-
ating engineers, as well as a variety of
other organizations in the environ-
mental community and the National
Taxpayers Union.

The solar industry itself strongly
supports the administrationOs position.
Kenneth Cooper, president of IBEW,
characterized the PresidentOs action as
a carefully crafted compromise that
would provide market certainty to
allow American companies to continue
deploying solar panels.

H.J. Res. 39 is a backward-looking
resolution, he said, looking to reopen a
settled matter rather than create a so-
lution.
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It is not just organized labor. Mem-
bers of the environmental community
say that this resolution could desta-
bilize the solar supply chains, harm on-
going deployment, threaten high-qual-
ity solar construction jobs, and impede
our NationOs decarbonization goals.

The National Taxpayers Union op-
poses this proposal, saying that Con-

gress should not, OOQincrease energy

costs via the Congressional Review
Act.00

Many of us in Congress have worked
for years to achieve the policy vic-
tories contained in the Inflation Re-
duction Act.

We share the goal of pushing back
against China and have supported leg-
islation to do precisely that. Now is
not the time to undermine our efforts
in producing a robust supply chain in
solar.

| encourage my colleagues to con-
sider the overwhelming evidence and
reject this legislation when it is called
for a vote today.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
| yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from West Virginia (Mrs. M ILLER ).

Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, | rise in support of the veto
override on H.J. Res. 39.

In the past 5 months, the Republican-
led House of Representatives has taken
more action to hold China accountable
for its unfair trade practices than the
past 4 years that | have been in Con-
gress, all while the Biden administra-
tion is actively working to promote
Chinese interests.

The Biden administration is allowing
the Communist Chinese Party to out-
maneuver us at every step, even re-
warding them by vetoing bipartisan
legislation that puts America first.

Letting Chinese solar companies
cheat directly handicaps U.S. solar
manufacturers and puts America at a
disadvantage.

Washington Democrats and the Biden
administration have been in lockstep
with China since they entered the
White House.

It baffles me that the administration
is so quick to put America last to help
China succeed. We need a strategic de-
coupling from China.

Everyone in the United States should
be focused on countering Chinese influ-
ence by bringing jobs back to America
and implementing solid trade agree-
ments with our allies.

It is imperative that we override this
veto.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, |
respectfully disagree with the gentle-
woman from West Virginia. This would
not help American industry.

| include in the R
from nine American stakeholders in
the industry who relied on CommerceOs
regulations to make significant busi-
ness and economic decisions.

Re. Please Oppose Retroactive Duties and
Protect American Clean Energy Jobs and

Investment with a OONoOO Vote on the

Auxin CRA (H.J. Res. 39/S.J. Res. 15)
We are writing to respectfully ask that you
oppose H.J. Res. 39/S.J. Res. 15. Enactment of
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this resolution would impose over $1 billion
in retroactive duty liability, increase energy
costs for consumers, cost thousands of Amer-
ican jobs, and hamstring efforts to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.

Last year, a single company filed anti-cir-
cumvention petitions with the Department
of Commerce (Commerce). The threat of du-
ties ranging from 50 percentb250 percent on
solar panels and cells from Malaysia, Viet-
nam, Thailand, and Cambodia called for in
the petitions abruptly froze solar supply
chains. A significant number of domestic
solar projects experienced cancellations or
delays as a result.

To address this disruption, after Commerce
accepted the petitions and initiated a set of
investigations, President Biden issued an
emergency declaration that included a tem-
porary 2-year pause on potential duties aris-
ing from the investigations. This pause al-
lowed planned solar projects to move forward
while the investigations proceeded.

American stakeholders subsequently relied
on CommerceOs regulations to make signifi-
cant business and economic decisions. Nul-
lifying CommerceOs rulemaking as provided
for in H.J. Res. 39/S.J. Res. 15 woull nalize
companies, acting in accordance with the
law, by imposing large (up to 254 percent),
unanticipated retroactive duty liability for
these stakeholdersNback to April 1, 2022.
Going back on this federal commitment
would create a chilling effect on American
business, setting a terrible precedent that
undermines AmericaOs competitiveness in
the global marketplace.

Passing H.J. Res 39/S.J. Res 15 would also
stall or cancel planned solar projects, elimi-
nate 30,000 jobs, including 4,000 manufac-
turing jobs, and $4.2 billion of investment in
domestic solar projects. 4GW of planned
solar projects representing roughly 14 per-
cent of the industryOs anticipated deploy-
ment in 2023 would be cancelled. This in turn
would increase CO2 emissions by 24 million
metric tons.

American businesses need certainty and a
bridge to domestic manufacturing. Right
now, only about one-third of U.S. demand for
solar panels (including both crystalline sil-
icon and thin film photovoltaic panels) can
be met with domestic production, and do-
mestic manufacturers are sold out for the
next 2D3 years. It is our preference to source
solar panels domestically, and we are heart-
ened by the rapid expansion of domestic
solar manufacturing that is currently occur-
ring. However, ramping up this production
capacity across the solar supply chain will
take time, and the temporary 2-year duty
pause provides a necessary bridge to the
point where domestic production capacity is
more capable of meeting demand.

For these reasons, and to avoid needless
disruption in the solar marketplace, we re-
spectfully ask that you oppose H.J. Res. 39/
S.J. Res. 15. Thank you in advance for your
consideration.

Sincerely,

Solar Energy Industries Association

American Clean Power

American Council on Renewable Energy

Etzjison Electric Institute

Silicon Valley Leadership Group
Clean Energy Buyers Association
Advanced Energy United

Coalition for Community Solar Access.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
they say nullifying CommerceOs rule-
making as provided for in H.J. Res. 39
would penalize companies acting in ac-
cordance with the law by imposing
large, up to 254 percent, unanticipated
retroactive duty liability for these
stakeholders going back to April 1,
2022.

Going back on this Federal commit-
ment would create a chilling effect on

American business, setting a terrible
precedent that undermines our com-
petitiveness in the marketplace.

Mr. Speaker, | yield 3 minutes to the
gentleman from Texas, (Mr. D

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, within
this very week, the World Meteorolog-
ical Association has indicated that for
the first time in human history, we
will hit a critical high temperature
level by 2027.

It reported that in just 2 recent
years, there were 22,000 deaths from ex-
treme weather events.

Recognizing that we already face a
grave climate crisis, the American peo-
ple need a true winning strategy to es-
cape the addiction to fossil fuels.

More and more Americans are turn-
ing to clean energy, daring to go green.
A growing solar industry plays an in-
strumental role in helping them in
seeking lower global temperatures, in
saving our planet.

Disregarding the extreme heat, ex-
treme Republicans only seem to get
hot, to get warmed up, when they see
the slightest opportunity to impede
progress.

Their answer today to those who are
trying to help solve this problem?

Punish American companies that are
out there actually doing something
about this problem. Punish them with
a $1 billion retroactive tax that they
will have to pay.

| believe that there is an opportunity
to continue to resolve the problems
that we face with climate change. We
responded to it last year with a climate
incentives law. Our Republican col-
leagues are also seeking to repeal that
law.

The pause that is involved in these
tariffs ends in a mere 12 months, and
Republicans will not ultimately be suc-
cessful today in blocking the Presi-
dent.

What happens with this, as with their
challenge to our climate incentives
law, is an indication of the many ob-
stacles that we face that we must over-
come if we are to address the climate
crisis.

| am yielding my time now, but we
must not yield in the determination to
protect the only planet that we call
home.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
I remind my colleagues that the over-
all U.S. trade remedy system is retro-
spective.

Final duties are always calculated
after a product enters the United
States upon completion of an inves-
tigation or review.

We have hundreds of anti-dumping
and countervailing duty orders in place
to level the playing field for American
producers. In all these cases, the final
duties have been calculated at the end
of the investigation.

What is unusual about the solar cir-
cumvention case was the action by the
Biden administration to encourage im-
portation of these products despite the
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fact that China is trading them un-
fairly.

Mr. Speaker, | yield 3 minutes to the
gentlewoman from New York (Ms.
TENNEY ).

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
voice my support once again for this
critical, bipartisan legislation to undo
the Biden administrationOs job-crush-
ing solar policies.

It is unfortunate that we find our-
selves here debating this policy again
after both the House and Senate acted
in a bipartisan manner to reject Presi-
dent BidenOs solar giveaway to China.

Instead of siding with the American
people and American workers, this ad-
ministration is putting its Green New
Deal agenda ahead of our economic
prosperity.

Even though H.J. Res. 39 would pro-
tect American workers, and despite its
bipartisan passage in both Chambers,
the President vetoed this critical legis-
lation.

Now Congress must unite to override
this vote. If we succeed today, we will
stop China, the Chinese Communist
Party specifically, from continuing to
circumvent U.S. trade laws and under-
mine U.S. manufacturers.

If we fail to override this veto today,
then Congress will hurt the ability of
American manufacturers to compete
fairly.

| urge my Democrat colleagues:
Please do not allow this to happen.
Join us in standing up for American
jobs.

If you support American workers,
then join us in overriding this veto. We
cannot stand by as this irresponsible
proclamation allows Chinese solar
companies to flood our market with
their  products tariff-free, hurting
American jobs and industry.

President BidenOs proclamation also
sends the message to trade cheats ev-
erywhere that the U.S. trade laws just
donOt matter. This invites even more
cheating which, in turn, hurts Amer-
ican workers.

A recent report from the Coalition
for a Prosperous America reveals so
much about the priorities hidden in the
Green New Deal agenda.

This report shows that Chinese man-
ufacturers could earn nearly $125 bil-
lion in U.S. renewable energy tax cred-
its because of the so-called Inflation
Reduction Act, aka the Green New
Deal, as my colleague just cited its
true purpose.
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That is $125 billion from U.S. tax-
payers that could now be going to Chi-
nese companies, all because the par-
tisan Inflation Reduction Act failed to
include safeguards that prioritize
American manufacturing.

| say to my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle who havenOt already
joined us in this bipartisan effort,
please join us. Join us in prioritizing
American manufacturers. Join us in
stopping this giveaway to the Chinese
Communist Party. Hold the Chinese
Communist Party accountable.
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Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, | include in the R
a statement from Terry OOSullivan, the
general president of LIUNA, the Labor-
ersO International Union of North
America.

His statement is on behalf of a half
million members of the LaborersO
International Union in strong opposi-
tion to this proposal: OOThis CRA reso-
lution comes at a time when our Na-
tion is looking to bolster its wind and
solar industry, steering away from
more harmful energy sources. Our
union has never seen this much solar
construction work, and future con-
struction already on the books, within
the renewable energy industry, and it
is now all at risk if the CRA is passed.00

L TUNA!I,
Washington, DC, April 19, 2023
Hon. J ASON SMITH ,
Chairman, House Committee on Ways and
Means, Washington, DC.
Hon. R ICHARD NEAL ,
Ranking Member, House Committee on Ways
and Means, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN SMITH AND RANKING MEM -
BER NEAL : On behalf of the 500,000 members
of the LaborersO International Union of
North America (LIUNA), | write in opposi-
tion to the Congressional Review Act (CRA)
resolution regarding solar panel manufac-
turing. This resolution will have a harmful
and disruptive impact on our membersO jobs
within the solar industry.

Our nationOs energy industry directly em-
ploys tens of thousands of LIUNA members
across the country. These jobs span across
all sectors of energy production including,
natural gas, nuclear, hydro, and renewables.
By way of the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA),
The Biden Administration has brought good-
paying union construction jobs into the re-
newable industry. Because of this, our mem-
bers have seen a significant and rapid growth
within the renewables sector, in particular
the solar industry. These jobs are finally
good jobs, with family-supporting wages and
benefits. .

Repealing President BidenOs moratorium,
however, will bring several solar construc-
tion sites to a halt, leaving our members
without a paycheck. We recognize that the
Department of CommerceOs investigation
found some solar panel producers commit-
ting trade violations. Of course, in time, this
will need to be addressed.

This CRA resolution comes at a time when
our nation is looking to bolster its wind and
solar industry, steering away from more
harmful energy sources. Our union has never
seen this much solar construction work, and
future construction work already on the
books, within the renewable energy industry,
and it is now all at risk if the CRA is passed.

| urge you to oppose the Congressional Re-
view Act being marked up today in com-
mittee.

With kind regards, | am,

Sincerely yours,
TERRY OOSILLIVAN
General President.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, |
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
California (Mr. T HOMPSON ).

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr.
Speaker, | thank the gentleman for
yielding and for his leadership in this
policy area.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in opposition to
this legislation. As | said when this
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legislation originally came to the
floor, | share my colleagues® goal of en-
suring that our trade laws are fairly
enforced, and | certainly share our col-
lective goal of promoting domestic
manufacturing and jobs.

However, if this bill were to become
law, if the PresidentOs veto were to be
overridden, it would cost, not create,
American jobs. In the long run, it
would make it harder, not easier, for
our country to become energy inde-
pendent.

This bill would make it impossible to
deploy solar energy quickly enough
throughout the United States. It would
undercut the climate change invest-
ments in the Inflation Reduction Act,
the biggest investment in fighting cli-
mate change in the history of our
country.

We all want solar products manufac-
tured right here at home; but in the
short run, our domestic industry canOt
increase production rapidly enough to
meet demand or to meet our climate
goals.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
oppose this legislation.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
| yield 4 minutes to the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. P OSEY ).

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, China is
cheating America. They know it. You
know it. | know it. Everybody knows
it. China is avoiding the tariffs both
Presidents Obama and Trump agreed
upon by shipping solar panels through
other countries in Southeast Asia and
simply slapping a new label on them.

It is an undeniable fact, investigated
and verified by the U.S. Department of
Commerce. According to the U.S. De-
partment of Labor, the CCPNthe Chi-
nese Communist PartyNhas detained
more than 1 million Uyghurs and other
minorities in  ChinaOs far western
Xinjiang region.

An astounding 1 million people de-
tained. To put that in perspective, that
is nearly the equivalent of every man,
woman, and child in most of our con-
gressional districts. Many of these peo-
ple have been forced into labor camps
and factories to produce goods for the
Chinese Communist Party loyalists to
sell around the globe.

China produces 18 goods using forced
or slave labor. Any use of slave labor is
morally wrong. We know that, and
China is by far the worldOs biggest of-
fender.

Among the products produced by the
Uyghurs and others through forced
labor are electronics and polysilicon,
which is used to make solar panels.
Over 50 percent of the countryOs pro-
duction of polysilicon takes place in
Xinjiang. Some of those solar panels
are the very same solar panels we are
talking about here today.

According to the U.S. Department of
Labor, these are some of the conditions
that Uyghurs and others in ChinaOs
western region face as they make solar
panels: They receive little pay; they
are not allowed to leave; they have
limited or no communication with
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their family members; and they must
learn Mandarin and undergo an ideo-
logical indoctrination. That is truly
barbaric, and we shouldnOt sell out our
production to help them.

The regulation in question violates
both our laws about importing prod-
ucts made with forced labor and en-
ables these labor practices to continue.

| feel sure everyone in this Chamber
despises the evils of slavery and slave
labor. In a few minutes we will have
the chance to see just who talks the
talk and who walks the walk. If we
pass this resolution, we can help put a
stop to ChinaOs cheating and slave
labor.

Make no mistake, people can still
buy all the Chinese solar panels that
they want to buy. We are not stopping
them from doing that. We are not mak-
ing solar panels unavailable. All we are
saying is that they have to pay a tariff.

Pay the fair tariff that President
Obama and President Trump both
agreed upon.

I would be remiss in not thanking
some of my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle for cosponsoring this
commonsense resolution and working
to make it bipartisan: The gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. K ILDEE ), the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. P AS -
CRELL ), the gentlewoman from Ala-
bama (Ms. S EWELL ), and the gentleman
from California (Mr. K HANNA ).

Please walk the walk and vote in
favor of this resolution to put Amer-
ican workers, American products, and
the United States of America first.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, | include in the R
a statement from James T. Callahan,
general president of the International
Union of Operating Engineers, and
Douglas J. McCarron, general president
of the United Brotherhood of Car-
penters and Joiners of America.

The statement indicates, among
other things: OORepealing President
BidenOs proclamation will result in ret-
roactive duties and tariffs that would
jeopardize 30,000 construction and 4,000
manufacturing jobs. . We are not
prepared to stand by and let some par-
tisan dispute eliminate Operating En-
gineersO jobs and slow the deployment
of clean energy.00

For immediate release: April 19, 2023.
CARPENTERS AND OPERATING

UNIONS OPPOSE L EGISLATION

NATES THOUSANDS OF JOBS

WASHINGTON , DC.NThe following state-
ment was issued today by James T. Cal-
lahan, General President of the Inter-
national Union of Operating Engineers, and
Douglas J. McCarron, General President of
the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and
Joiners of America, regarding their unionsO
opposition to legislation that will eliminate
thousands of American jobs:

Last year, the Department of Commerce
opened a circumvention inquiry, alleging
that four Southeast Asian countries were
circumventing tariffs and duties on solar
cells and modules from the PeopleOs Republic
of China. The inquiry generated massive un-
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certainty in the domestic solar market by
suggesting possible retroactive tariffs as
high as 250 percent. This threat resulted in a
drop of 20 percent fewer solar construction
and installation jobs across the United
States.

President Biden took action to preserve
these jobs, issuing Emergency Proclamation
10414 to prevent tariffs on any solar module
and cell imports from the four countries
until June 2024. House Joint Resolution 39
will repeal the PresidentOs Proclamation and
eliminate thousands of jobs in the American
solar industry. ~

OORepealing President BidenOs Proclama-
tion will result in retroactive duties and tar-
iffs that would jeopardize 30,000 construction
and 4,000 manufacturing jobs;00 said James T.
Callahan, General President of the Inter-
national Union of Operating Engineers. OOWe
are not prepared to stand by and let some
partisan dispute eliminate Operating Engi-
neersO jobs and slow the deployment of clean
energy:00 B

OOPresident BidenOs Proclamation saves
CarpentersO jobs and smooths the develop-
ment of the domestic solar manufacturing
industry. Today, weOre seeing the American
manufacturing sector respond to incentives
in the Inflation Reduction Act and develop
homegrown solar modules,00 said Carpenters
Union  General President Douglas J.
McCarron. OONow is not the time to disrupt
the solar industry and layoff thousands of
union workers just as weOre getting a foot-
hold in the burgeoning solar business.00

The International Union of Operating En-
gineers and United Brotherhood of Car-
penters and Joiners urge Congress and mem-
bers of the Ways and Means Committee to
vote against House Joint Resolution 39,
which will repeal the administrationOs Proc-
lamation and eliminate thousands of union
jobs, slow the deployment of renewable en-
ergy, and generate unnecessary greenhouse
gases.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, |
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
lllinois (Mr.D  AvIS ).

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speaker,
solar energy is one form of electricity
generation that is growing in the
United States, yet we do not have the
economy of scale in manufacturing
solar systems to meet supply and de-
mand for industry and consumers.

Solar energy accounted for 3.9 per-
cent of total electricity generation in
2021 compared to 0.7 percent in 2014.

Currently, domestic solar production
is sold out for the next 2 to 3 years. In.
order to continue to address ChinaOs
unfair trading practices and allow
AmericaOs solar industry to grow,
President BidenOs proclamation 10414
declared an emergency with respect to
U.S. electricity generation capacity by
implementing a final rule that permits
the importation of select cells or mod-
ules without the payment of anti-
dumping and countervailing duty tem-
porary for 24 months.

| urge my colleagues to stand with
our President, who has shown such
great wisdom and leadership. Vote
OOnoOO on H.J. Res. 39.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
| yield myself such time as | may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, this veto override sup-
ports American workers and manufac-
turers in the solar sector, but it also
helps protect American workers in
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every sector that face unfair competi-
tion from China or any other country.

Our trade laws are designed to level
the playing field so that American
workers can compete and win. We have
hundreds of trade remedy orders in
place to do exactly that for many
American industries. _

These laws arenOt worth the paper
they are written on unless they are en-
forced. Overriding this veto is an im-
portant way for Congress to show that
we will insist on strong trade enforce-
ment for American workers, farmers,
and manufacturers of any product that
faces unfair competition from China or
any other country.

Mr. Speaker, | yield such time as she
may consume to the gentlewoman from
New York (Ms. M ALLIOTAKIS ).

Ms. MALLIOTAKIS. Mr. Speaker,
once again we are seeing a policy from
President Biden and the Democrats
where they say one thing, and they do
another.

How many times have you heard the
President talk about made in America?
How many times have you heard the
Democrats talk about buy in America?
Yet here we are seeing another policy
that does just the opposite. It hurts
American manufacturers. It hurts
American jobs. It is giving an advan-
tage to not just a competitor, but an
adversary.

Mr. Speaker, we support energy di-
versification. We support clean energy,
but we want it to be American energy,
and we want it to be done by American
workers in manufacturing right here in
the United States of America. We want
to support our domestic solar manufac-
turers, not further discourage them
from investing in manufacturing here.

Instead, we see the Democrats put
forward another policy that instead of
supporting American labor, it supports
Communist Chinese slave labor, and we
know this is often linked to the geno-
cide of the Uyghur Muslims. If you are
going to use Chinese slave labor, then
at least have them pay a fair tariff, at
least have them follow the same rules.
DonOt put forward a rule that allows
them to circumvent tariffs.

As you know, last year an American
solar manufacturer petitioned the
Commerce Department to review
whether Chinese producers were cir-
cumventing tariffs on imports from
China by shipping their products
through Cambodia, Malaysia, Thailand,
and Vietnam.

Lo and behold, in December of 2022,
President BidenOs own Commerce De-
partment made a preliminary deter-
mination that circumvention is, in-
deed, happening through all of those
countries.

That is why we must support the
American worker today. We must sup-
port manufacturing in America, and
override this veto of a resolution that,
quite frankly, passed with bipartisan
support here and in the Senate, as well.

Look, this is an opportunity for us to
stand with American energy producers.
Like | said, we support clean energy,
we support diversification, but we want
it to be made here in America using
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American products, supporting Amer-
ican jobs.

Mr. Speaker, | continue to urge my
colleagues to support this joint resolu-
tion to override the PresidentOs veto
and do the right thing. We are not
going to allow the President to get
away with this, to constantly say made
in AmericaNhe supports American
workers, he says, but then again, he
puts forward another policy that does
the exact opposite. It hurts American
people and is supporting the Com-
munist Chinese Party instead.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, the gentlewoman from
Staten Island has it backwards. The
fact is that there is a process underway
to review the challenges of the cir-
cumvention. There will be a report
within the next year, but what the
President did was put a pause on that
to allow American industry to reorient
and to catch up because otherwise they
do not have the capacity.

| quote a strong representative of
working men and women, the general
president of the United Brotherhood of
Carpenters and Joiners of America,
Douglas McCarron: OOPresident BidenOs
proclamation saves CarpentersO jobs
and smooths the development of the
domestic solar manufacturing indus-
try. Today, we are seeing the American
manufacturing sector respond to incen-
tives in the Inflation Reduction Act
and develop homegrown solar mod-
ules.0O According to this international
union president, OONow is not the time
to disrupt the solar industry and lay
off thousands of union workers just as
we are getting a foothold in the bur-
geoning solar business.00

Mr. Speaker, | yield 3 minutes to the
gentleman from Flint, Michigan (Mr.
KILDEE ), a strong and effective voice,
for whatever he advocates.

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
support of this veto override resolution
to support the Michigan and American
workers and to hold those who violate
U.S. trade laws accountable.

Let me be clear: | am proud to have
worked with President Biden and his
administration on important new laws,
new laws like the CHIPS and Science
Act and the Inflation Reduction Act,
which | had a hand in writing. These
legislative victories have helped to
bring back critical manufacturing and
to create good-paying American jobs.

However, on this particular issue, the
President and | disagree.

For far too long, bad trade deals and
unfair trade practices from other coun-
tries have hurt American workers. | be-
lieve that we need to enforce our cur-
rent trade laws and strengthen our
ability to fight unfair trade practices.

b 1415

When companies explicitly endeavor
to evade, to circumvent our trade laws,
there is no choice. We have to hold
them accountable. That is why Con-
gress, with strong bipartisan votes in
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both the House and the Senate, acted
on our legislation.

The Biden administrationOs own
Commerce Department investigation
found that companies are evading U.S.
tariffs on solar imports by circum-
venting those provisions. Yet, the ad-
ministration has suspended enforce-
ment on this matter. That is not ac-
ceptable to the specific workers that |
represent because, letOs keep in mind,
we have to be thinking about the en-
tirety of the supply chain when it
comes to solar energy production, in-
cluding polysilicon production.

By suspending tariffs on those that
violate our trade laws, we are reward-
ing the worst behavior and penalizing
those companies that choose to follow
the law. Failing to act will mean that
other countries will think they can
simply take advantage of American
business and the American worker,
making us more reliant on foreign
manufacturing and supply chains, in-
cluding for our clean energy needs.

Climate change is real. Addressing
climate change is important, and fair
trade is important. We canOt be short-
sighted in our efforts and rely on for-
eign companies and countries to meet
our energy goals, especially when they
have been found to be in violation of
U.S. trade laws. It is a false choice. It
is a false choice to suggest that we can
either choose to combat climate
change or protect American manufac-
turers and American workers. We can
do both.

Mr. Speaker, | encourage my col-
leagues to vote OOyesOO to override this
veto and to hold those companies,
those bad actors, accountable. This is
not simple. It is difficult, but we do
need to make sureNN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, |
yield an additional 1 minute to the
gentleman from Michigan.

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | appre-
ciate the opportunity to finish my
point.

There will always be an argument to
look the other way, to get cheaper
products by looking the other way
when it comes to some of the worst
practices in manufacturing on this
planet. Of course, it is going to be
cheaper to look the other way when
workers are being exploited, when in-
tellectual property is being stolen,
when child labor is being utilized. It
will always be cheaper, but it is wrong.

We can do both. We donOt have to
make the sacrifice of one principle in
the name of the other. We canOt take
the position that for only 24 months,
we are going to look the other way,
and then we are going to go back to ad-
hering to both of these principles.

We can do both. | encourage my col-
leagues to join me in doing so.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
there are few times that | would have
yielded time to the gentleman from
Michigan, but | would have for that op-
portunity to finish.
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Mr. Speaker, as my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle know well, the
Chinese Communist Party has an egre-
gious human rights record. There is a
clear connection between these human
rights abuses and the CCPOs solar in-
dustry.

Mr. Speaker, | call attention to the
full and complete testimony of Nury
Turkel, a Uyghur human rights lawyer
and chair of the U.S. Commission on
International Religious Freedom,
which was held before the Committee
on Ways and Means during a field hear-
ing in Staten Island, New York, on
May 9, 2023, titled: OOTrade in America:
Securing Supply Chains and Protecting
the American WorkerNStaten Island.
The testimony can be found on the
Ways and Means Committee website.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. TurkelOs testimony
highlights the ongoing human rights
abuses and religious persecution being
perpetrated against Uyghurs by the
Chinese Communist Party.

| am disappointed that President
Biden vetoed this important resolu-
tion. This is unacceptable. We must
step up to hold China accountable for
its human rights abuses.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself the balance of my time to
close.

Mr. Speaker, there was a reference
about false choices. Well, it is a false
choice that we adhere to our interests
and goals at the expense of throwing
out of work thousands of American
union workers and disrupting opportu-
nities to smooth the supply chain.

Mr. Speaker, | include in the R
a statement from 10 leading environ-
mental organizations that says: OOWhile
the Commerce Department investiga-
tion of tariff circumvention was being
conducted, the administration sought
to provide enough lead time for domes-
tic solar panel manufacturing and sup-
ply chains to rapidly expand operations
to meet demand, bring certainty on the
prices of imported panels to solar com-
panies deploying clean energy, and job
stability for those workers installing
panels.00

ECORD

APRIL 17, 2023.

DEAR MEMBER OF CONGRESS : The under-
signed groups write to express our opposition
to the Congressional Review Act (CRA) reso-
lutions of disapproval (H.J. Res 39 and S.J.
Res 15) aimed at reversing President BidenOs
temporary suspension of tariffs on certain
solar cells and panels from manufacturers in
Cambodia, Malaysia, Thailand and Vietnam.
Passage of these resolutions could desta-
bilize solar supply chains, harm ongoing de-
ployment of large scale solar projects,
threaten high-quality solar construction
jobs, and impede our nationOs
decarbonization goals.

Proclamation 10414, issued by President
Biden in June 2022, gave the U.S. Depart-
ment of Commerce authority to issue regula-
tions suspending new solar tariffs until June
2024 while the department proceeded with its
investigation into claims that facilities in
the Southeastern Asian countries were cir-
cumventing existing tariffs on Chinese solar
companies. The Commerce Department sub-
sequently issued rules implementing the
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delay, and H.J. Res 39 and S.J. Res 15 would
nullify that rulemaking.

Our organizations support both a shift to
cleaner and fairer supply chains for clean en-
ergy, as well as the rapid deployment of
clean energy in order to meet the urgency of
the climate crisis. Thanks in part to the ex-
pansive investments in clean energy manu-
facturing and high quality job standards in-
cluded in the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA),
we are now well positioned to achieve both of
these goals. The administrationOs strong im-
plementation of the IRAOs domestic content
provisions is a critical piece to further drive
manufacturing buildout in the U.S. However,
passage of these CRA resolutions would un-
dermine the ability of the U.S. solar indus-
try to succeed in accelerating the shift to
more clean energy on the power grid.

The PresidentOs decision to pause tariffs
for two years is providing U.S. businesses
with much-needed certainty after several
months of project cancellations and delays
last year due to the Commerce DepartmentOs
investigation, which caused solar deploy-
ment to decline by 30 percentN10 gigawatts
below expectations.

We have already seen more than $13 billion
in domestic solar manufacturing announce-
ments since the passage of the IRA. While
more buildout is needed, this demonstrates
that domestic investment is headed in the
right direction. Additional panel shortages,
as we saw during the Commerce Department
investigation, would once again debilitate
U.S. utility-scale solar projects and jobs.
And if a CRA resolution rolls back the Presi-
dentOs two-year tariff pause, then debili-
tating shortages and lost investment capital
could begin this year.

Beyond the harm to solar deployments
across the U.S., there is the larger issue of
the CRA being the wrong tool for Congres-
sional oversight. Congress has always had
the power to create, modify or eliminate
rules using the regular legislative process.
The CRA provides a more extreme path by
repealing a rule in its entirety and pre-
venting an agency from issuing a new rule
that is OOsubstantially the same,0O an unde-
fined phrase that can essentially freeze the
regulatory process.

In this instance, while the Commerce De-
partment investigation of tariff circumven-
tion was being conducted, the administra-
tion sought to provide enough lead time for
domestic solar panel manufacturing and sup-
ply chains to rapidly expand operations to
meet demand, bring certainty on the prices
of imported panels to the solar companies
deploying clean energy, and job stability for
those workers installing panels. Passing
these resolutions could prevent future ad-
ministrations from being able to find appro-
priate solutions to other tariffs and trade
challenges.

For these reasons, the undersigned organi-
zations urge you to vote NO on H.J. Res 39
and S.J. Res 15. Thank you for your atten-
tion to this matter and for considering our
views.

Sincerely,

League of Conservation Voters, Natural
Resources Defense Council, Sierra Club, Cli-
mate Action Campaign, Environmental Law
and Policy Center, Clean Energy for Amer-
ica, Chesapeake Climate Action Network,
Earthjustice, Environmental Defense Fund,
Union of Concerned Scientists.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
somebody listening from the sidelines
would think that there is a great deal
of disagreement between my honorable
friend from Missouri and me. That is
not the case. We share many of the
same goals, as he knows, with legisla-
tion that | am proposing to try to rein

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD NHOUSE

in some of the egregious abuses of the
Chinese.

What we are disagreeing about today
is to undercut a process that is work-
ing with the Department of Commerce
for accountability. The goal here is for
another year to be able to work the
process through. | have no doubt that
we are going to end up essentially in
the same place but without compro-
mising the ability of organized labor
and workers to be able to have jobs
without undercutting the opportunity
for the businesses to be able to cope
with these changed circumstances and
to be able to develop a supply chain,
which you cannot do overnight. But
over the course of the next year or so,
we can make significant progress. That
is our goal. We donOt think that we
have to punish American companies
and American workers to achieve that
goal.

| am convinced that over the course
of the next year, we will be largely in
the same place after that process is fin-
ished with the Department of Com-
merce. In the meantime, we are not
going to have American workers and
businesses pay the price for this, frank-
ly, unfortunate demonstration of polit-
ical messaging. We want to reach the
same goal. We donOt want to punish
workers and industry while we get
there.

Having this additional year requested
by the Biden administration that
would be achieved by sustaining his
veto is a reasonable outcome and |
think gets us where we want to be.

Mr. Speaker, | respectfully suggest
that we reject this resolution, allow
the process to work, do not penalize
American workers, and strengthen sup-
ply chains so that a year and a half
from now, we can, in fact, be in the
same place, having a robust domestic
industry and enforcing our goals and
objectives.

Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
| yield myself the balance of my time.

For years, China has been engaged in
a long list of unfair trade practices. It
is these practices that are harming
American workers. They cost commu-
nities their jobs and create an unfair
playing field.

We are here today to end the mis-
guided reward that the White House
gave China for one of those unfair prac-
tices: shipping solar products through
four Southeast Asian nations to dodge
paying U.S. tariffs.

That is simply what we are talking
about here. That is it. That is how you
protect American workers.

It is not allowing the Chinese, the
CCP, to have a competitive advantage
over our manufacturers and over our
American workers. But if it is for solar
panels, wait, it is okay for the Chinese
to subsidize that. It is okay for Amer-
ican workers to lose their jobs unfairly
because we donOt want to put a tariff
on the CCP.

It is extremely important that even
the Department of Commerce, Presi-
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dent BidenOs Department of Commerce,
is the one that suggested there should
be tariffs on these four countries be-
cause they are the ones that identified
these four countries being misused by
the CCP.

That is what we are trying to do, is
to follow BidenOs Department of Com-
merce. Unfortunately, Biden himself is
not even following his own Department
of Commerce because he is more on the
side of his special interest groups in-
stead of the American workers who are
losing their jobs because this resolu-
tion, his veto, basically allows more
Chinese solar panels in without tariffs,
and they are not doing anything about
it.

That is why, in a bipartisan measure,
both in the House and in the Senate,
we voted to reverse President Biden,
including the Finance Committee chair
over on the other side, a Democrat,
who voted to reverse the PresidentOs
proposal.

The problem is we dondt have enough
Democrats that will join us. We have
just a few, but | am thankful for the
few who want to stand up to the CCP.

Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the previous question is or-
dered.

There was no objeciton.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is, Will the House, on recon-
sideration, pass the joint resolution,
the objections of the President to the
contrary notwithstanding?

Under the Constitution, the vote
must be by the yeas and nays.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this question are
postponed.

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 2 oOclock and 26 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

f
b 1630
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. M IKE GARcCIA of Cali-
fornia) at 4 oOclock and 30 minutes p.m.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

Passage of H.J. Res. 39, the objec-
tions of the President to the contrary
notwithstanding;

Passage of H.J. Res. 45; and

The motion to suspend the rules and
pass H.R. 1669.
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The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant
to clause 9 of rule XX, remaining elec-
tronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

f

DISAPPROVING THE RULE SUB-
MITTED BY THE DEPARTMENT
OF COMMERCE RELATING TO

OOPROCEDURES COVERING SUS-

PENSION OF LIQUIDATION, DU-
TIES AND ESTIMATED DUTIES IN
ACCORD WITH PRESIDENTIAL
PROCLAMATION 1041400

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the question of wheth-
er the House, on reconsideration, will
pass the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 39)
disapproving the rule submitted by the
Department of Commerce relating to

OOProcedures Covering Suspension of

Liquidation, Duties and Estimated Du-
ties in Accord With Presidential Proc-
lamation 10414,00 the objections of the
President to the contrary notwith-
standing.

In accord with the Constitution, the
yeas and nays are ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there wereNyeas 214, nays
205, not voting 16, as follows:

[Roll No. 233]
YEASN214

Aderholt Dunn (FL) Johnson (SD)
Alford Edwards Jordan
Allen Elizey Joyce (OH)
Amodei Emmer Joyce (PA)
Armstrong Estes Kaptur
Arrington Ezell Kean (NJ)
Babin Fallon Kelly (MS)
Bacon Feenstra Kelly (PA)
Baird Ferguson Khanna
Balderson Finstad Kiggans (VA)
Banks Fischbach Kildee
Barr Fitzgerald Kiley
Bean (FL) Fitzpatrick Kim (CA)
Bentz Fleischmann Kustoff
Bergman Flood LaHood
Bice Foxx Lamborn
Biggs Franklin, C. Langworthy
Bilirakis Scott Latta
Bishop (NC) Fry LaTurner
Boebert Fulcher Lee (FL)
Bost Gaetz Lesko
Brecheen Gallagher Letlow
Buchanan Garcia, Mike Loudermilk
Buck Gimenez Lucas
Bucshon Golden (ME) Luetkemeyer
Burchett Gonzales, Tony Luttrell
Burgess Good (VA) Mace
Burlison Gooden (TX) Malliotakis
Calvert Gosar Mann
Cammack Granger Mast
Carey Graves (LA) McCarthy
Carl Graves (MO) McCaul
Carter (GA) Green (TN) McClain
Carter (TX) Greene (GA) McClintock
Chavez-DeRemer Griffith McCormick
Ciscomani Grothman Meuser
Cline Guest Miller (IL)
Cloud Guthrie Miller (OH)
Clyde Hageman Miller (WV)
Cole Harris Mills
Collins Harshbarger Moolenaar
Comer Hern Moore (AL)
Crane Higgins (LA) Moore (UT)
Crawford Hill Moran
Crenshaw Hinson Mrvan
Davidson Houchin Murphy
De La Cruz Hudson Nehls
Deluzio Huizenga Newhouse
DeslJarlais Issa Norman
Diaz-Balart Jackson (TX) Nunn (1A)
Donalds James Owens
Duarte Johnson (LA) Palmer
Duncan Johnson (OH) Pence

Perez

Perry

Pfluger

Posey
Reschenthaler
Rodgers (WA)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose
Rosendale
Rouzer

Roy
Rutherford
Salazar
Santos
Scalise
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Self

Adams
Aguilar
Allred
Balint
Barraga «n
Beatty
Bera
Bishop (GA)
Blumenauer
Blunt Rochester
Bonamici
Bowman
Boyle (PA)
Brown
Brownley
Budzinski
Bush
Caraveo
Carbajal
Cardenas
Carson
Carter (LA)
Cartwright
Casar
Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crockett
Crow
Cuellar
Curtis
DOEsposito
Davids (KS)
Davis (IL)
Davis (NC)
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
DeSaulnier
Dingell
Doggett
Escobar
Eshoo
Espaillat
Evans
Fletcher
Foster
Foushee
Frankel, Lois
Frost
Gallego
Garamendi
Garbarino
Garcoa (IL)

Auchincloss
Beyer
Higgins (NY)
Hunt
LaMalfa
Luna

Sessions
Slotkin
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smucker
Spartz
Stauber
Steel
Stefanik
Steil
Steube
Stewart
Strong
Tenney
Thompson (PA)
Tiffany
Timmons
Turner

NAYSN205

Garcia (TX)
Garcia, Robert
Goldman (NY)
Gomez
Gonzalez,
Vicente
Gottheimer
Green, Al (TX)
Grijalva
Harder (CA)
Hayes
Himes
Horsford
Houlahan
Hoyer
Hoyle (OR)
Huffman
Ivey
Jackson (IL)
Jackson (NC)
Jackson Lee
Jacobs
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Kamlager-Dove
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kilmer
Kim (NJ)
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster
LaLota
Landsman
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lawler
Lee (CA)
Lee (NV)
Lee (PA)
Leger Fernandez
Levin
Lieu
Lofgren
Lynch
Magaziner
Manning
Massie
Matsui
McBath
McClellan
McCollum
McGarvey
McGovern
Meeks
Menendez
Meng
Mfume
Miller-Meeks
Molinaro
Moore (WI)
Morelle
Moskowitz
Moulton
Mullin
Nadler
Neal
Neguse
Nickel
Norcross

NOT VOTINGN16

McHenry
Mooney
Napolitano
Obernolte
Ogles
Quigley
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Valadao

Van Drew
Van Duyne
Van Orden
Wagner
Walberg
Waltz

Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Williams (NY)
Williams (TX)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yakym

Zinke

Ocasio-Cortez
Omar
Pallone
Panetta
Pappas
Pascrell
Payne
Pelosi
Peltola
Peters
Pettersen
Phillips
Pingree
Pocan
Porter
Pressley
Ramirez
Raskin
Ross
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Ryan
Salinas
Sanchez
Sarbanes
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schneider
Scholten
Schrier
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Sewell
Sherman
Sherrill
Smith (WA)
Sorensen
Soto
Spanberger
Stansbury
Stanton
Stevens
Strickland
Swalwell
Sykes
Takano
Thanedar
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Titus
Tlaib
Tokuda
Tonko
Torres (CA)
Torres (NY)
Trahan
Underwood
Vasquez
Veasey
Vela«zquez
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson Coleman
Wexton
wild
Williams (GA)
Wilson (FL)

Scanlon
Simpson
Trone
Vargas

b 1703

Mr. PASCRELL changed his vote
from OOyealOO to OOnay.00

So (two-thirds not being in the af-
firmative), the veto of the President
was sustained, and the joint resolution
was rejected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
GREENE of Georgia). The veto message
and the joint resolution are referred to
the Committee on Ways and Means.

The Clerk will notify the Senate of
the action of the House.

f

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL
DISAPPROVAL OF THE RULE
SUBMITTED BY THE DEPART-
MENT OF EDUCATION RELATING
TO OOWAIVERS AND MODIFICA-
TIONS OF FEDERAL STUDENT
LOANS.00

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the pas-
sage of the joint resolution (H.J. Res.
45) providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5,
United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Department of Edu-
cation relating to OOWaivers and Modi-
fications of Federal Student LoansOO,
on which the yeas and nays were or-
dered.

The Clerk read the title of the joint
resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
guestion is on the joint resolution.

This is a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there wereNyeas 218, nays
203, not voting 14, as follows:

[Roll No. 234]
YEASN218

Aderholt Cole Gimenez
Alford Collins Golden (ME)
Allen Comer Gonzales, Tony
Amodei Crane Good (VA)
Armstrong Crawford Gooden (TX)
Arrington Crenshaw Gosar
Babin Curtis Granger
Bacon DOEsposito Graves (LA)
Baird Davidson Graves (MO)
Balderson De La Cruz Green (TN)
Banks DesJarlais Greene (GA)
Barr Diaz-Balart Griffith
Bean (FL) Donalds Grothman
Bentz Duarte Guest
Bergman Duncan Guthrie
Bice Dunn (FL) Hageman
Biggs Edwards Harris
Bilirakis Elizey Harshbarger
Bishop (NC) Emmer Hern
Boebert Estes Higgins (LA)
Bost Ezell Hill
Brecheen Fallon Hinson
Buchanan Feenstra Houchin
Buck Ferguson Hudson
Bucshon Finstad Huizenga
Burchett Fischbach Hunt
Burgess Fitzgerald Issa
Burlison Fitzpatrick Jackson (TX)
Calvert Fleischmann James
Cammack Flood Johnson (LA)
Carey Foxx Johnson (OH)
Carl Franklin, C. Johnson (SD)
Carter (GA) Scott Jordan
Carter (TX) Fry Joyce (OH)
Chavez-DeRemer Fulcher Joyce (PA)
Ciscomani Gaetz Kean (NJ)
Cline Gallagher Kelly (MS)
Cloud Garbarino Kelly (PA)
Clyde Garcia, Mike Kiggans (VA)
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Kiley

Kim (CA)
Kustoff
LaHood
Lalota
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Langworthy
Latta
LaTurner
Lawler

Lee (FL)
Lesko
Letlow
Loudermilk
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Luttrell
Mace
Malliotakis
Mann
Massie
Mast
McCarthy
McCaul
McClain
McClintock
McCormick
Meuser
Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills

Adams
Aguilar
Allred
Balint
Barraga «<n
Beatty
Bera
Bishop (GA)
Blumenauer
Blunt Rochester
Bonamici
Bowman
Boyle (PA)
Brown
Brownley
Budzinski
Bush
Caraveo
Carbajal
Cardenas
Carson
Carter (LA)
Cartwright
Casar
Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crockett
Crow
Cuellar
Davids (KS)
Dauvis (IL)
Davis (NC)
Dean (PA)
DeGette
Delauro
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
Dingell
Doggett
Escobar
Eshoo
Espaillat
Evans
Fletcher
Foster
Foushee

Molinaro
Moolenaar
Moore (AL)
Moore (UT)
Moran
Murphy
Nehls
Newhouse
Norman
Nunn (I1A)
Owens
Palmer
Pence
Perez

Perry
Pfluger
Posey
Reschenthaler
Rodgers (WA)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose
Rosendale
Rouzer

Roy
Rutherford
Salazar
Santos
Scalise
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Self
Sessions
Smith (MO)

NAYSN203

Frankel, Lois
Frost
Gallego
Garamendi
Garcia (TX)
Garcia, Robert
Goldman (NY)
Gomez
Gonzalez,
Vicente
Gottheimer
Green, Al (TX)
Grijalva
Harder (CA)
Hayes
Higgins (NY)
Himes
Horsford
Houlahan
Hoyer
Hoyle (OR)
Huffman
Ivey
Jackson (IL)
Jackson (NC)
Jackson Lee
Jacobs
Jayapal
Jeffries
Kamlager-Dove
Kaptur
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Khanna
Kildee
Kilmer
Kim (NJ)
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster
Landsman
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lee (CA)
Lee (NV)
Lee (PA)
Leger Fernandez
Levin
Lieu
Lofgren
Lynch
Magaziner
Manning
Matsui
McBath
McClellan
McCollum
McGarvey
McGovern
Meeks
Menendez
Meng
Mfume
Moore (WI)

Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smucker
Spartz
Stauber
Steel
Stefanik
Steil

Steube
Stewart
Strong
Tenney
Thompson (PA)
Tiffany
Timmons
Turner
Valadao
Van Drew
Van Duyne
Van Orden
Wagner
Walberg
Waltz
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Williams (NY)
Williams (TX)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yakym
Zinke

Morelle
Moskowitz
Moulton
Mrvan
Mullin
Nadler

Neal
Neguse
Nickel
Norcross
Ocasio-Cortez
Omar
Pallone
Panetta
Pappas
Pascrell
Payne
Pelosi
Peltola
Peters
Pettersen
Phillips
Pingree
Pocan
Porter
Pressley
Ramirez
Raskin
Ross

Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Ryan
Salinas
Sanchez
Sarbanes
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schneider
Scholten
Schrier
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Sewell
Sherman
Sherrill
Slotkin
Smith (WA)
Sorensen
Soto
Spanberger
Stansbury
Stanton
Stevens
Strickland
Swalwell
Sykes
Takano
Thanedar
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Titus

Tlaib
Tokuda
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Tonko Vasquez Watson Coleman
Torres (CA) Veasey Wexton
Torres (NY) Vela«zquez Wild
Trahan Wasserman Williams (GA)
Trone Schultz Wilson (FL)
Underwood Waters

NOT VOTINGN14
Auchincloss McHenry Quigley
Beyer Mooney Scanlon
Garcoa (IL) Napolitano Simpson
Johnson (GA) Obernolte Vargas
Luna Ogles

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing.
b 1711

So the joint resolution was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

(Mr. SCALISE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SCALISE. Madam Speaker, as we
all know, the House has already voted
to address the debt ceiling.

Madam Speaker, on April 26, this
House passed the Limit, Save, Grow
Act. | should say some of this House,
but a majority of this House passed a
bill to address not only the debt ceiling
but also the spending problem in Wash-
ington that has brought us to this
point.

Now, | will also say, Madam Speaker,
that for more than 4 weeks, the Senate
has not even taken up action on that
bill. In fact, the Senate is not even in
session today or this week.

Madam Speaker, following tomor-
rowOs votes, if some new agreement is
reached between President Biden and
Speaker M CCARTHY , Members will re-
ceive 24 hoursO notice in the event we
need to return to Washington for any
additional votes either over the week-
end or next week.

Additionally, we will allow all Mem-
bers to have 72 hours to review any
such legislative text that may come be-
fore us relating to the debt ceiling be-
fore final passage of that bill.

Madam Speaker, | yield to the gen-
tlewoman from Massachusetts (Ms.
CLARK ).

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts.
Madam Speaker, | donOt know how my
colleagues across the aisle who voted
for the default on America act are
going to look our veterans in the eye
this Memorial Day.

You have presented our country with
an impossible choice: devastating cuts
or devastating default, hungry families
or homeless seniors, kids without
classrooms or parents without jobs,
empty VA clinics or empty savings ac-
counts.

Now you are sending us home with no
resolution. That is the plan: to default,
to run out the clock.

Well, | have some good news for you.
Madam Speaker, 213 Members of the
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Democratic Caucus have signed the dis-
charge petition.

So before you go home, it only takes
five patriots to join us in the fight for
the American people. Join us. Sign the
petition. Stay here and fight for Amer-
ican families. Fight for their American
security.

Mr. SCALISE. Madam Speaker, re-
claiming my time.

Maybe my colleagues on the other
side are having buyerOs remorse, or
should | say voterOs remorse, that
every single one of them voted against
addressing the debt ceiling over a
month ago when we brought that bill
to the floor.

Now, Madam Speaker, there is a rem-
edy. If anyone in this Chamber, includ-
ing my friends on the other side, would
like to see this problem addressed, they
should go over to the Senate side.

Frankly, there is no one there. They
should get on the phone and call the
Democrat Senators who run the Senate
and chose to be out this whole week be-
cause they took this so seriously or
call the White House and ask the Presi-
dent why he took 97 days off after the
first meeting with Speaker M CCARTHY
when the Speaker was ready to nego-
tiate.

We are still here. We have done our
job. We have acted. We are, in fact, the
only body in this town who has actu-
ally taken steps to address the debt
ceiling and the spending problem in
Washington.

| encourage the Senate to take up
the bill. | encourage the President to
get engaged and address this problem,
but we already have the votes on the
board.

| ask that the House be in order and
there be some decorum on the other
side.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to abide by decorum
of the House.

Mr. SCALISE. Madam Speaker, while
some in this town might be interested
in theatrics, House Republicans took
action.

We passed a bill to address the prob-
lem. It is time for my friends on the
other side to start doing their job.

Call the Senate back in to take up
the bill. If they dont like it, they can
amend it. That is part of the legislative
process. LetOs get our jobs done. We
have done ours. They need to do theirs.

Madam Speaker, | yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

f

VET-TEC AUTHORIZATION ACT OF
2023

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H.R. 1669) to amend
title 38, United States Code, to make
permanent the high technology pilot
program of the Department of Veterans
Affairs, and for other purposes, as
amended, on which the yeas and nays
were ordered.
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The Clerk read the title of the resolu- Mast Peters Steil O0yeadO on rollcall No. 234, and OOyeadO on rollcall
tion Matsui Pettersen Steube No. 235
. McBath Pfluger Stevens : '
Thg SPEAKER pro tempore. The McCarthy Philips Stewart f
question is on the motion offered by McCaul Pingree Strickland
the gentleman from lllinois (Mr. B osT) pecan pocan Swong MOMENT OF SILENCE IN HONOR
that the House suspend the rules and McClintack Posey Sykes OF THE ROBB ELEMENTARY
agree to the resolution, as amended. McCollum Pressley Takaro SCHOOL SHOOTING VICTIMS
This is a 5-minute vote. McGarvey Ramirez Tenney (Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas
. McGovern Raskin Thanedar . S
_ The vote was taken by electronic de- McHenry Reschenthaler Thompson (CA) asked and was given permission to ad-
vice, and there wereNyeas 409, nays 9, Meeks Rodgers (WA) Thompson (MS) dress the House for 1 minute.)
not voting 17, as follows: mggr‘dez sgggz gﬁ% Thompson (PA) Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas.
[Roll No. 235] Meuser Rose I:fnfqamméns Madam _Speaker, | ask for a mome_nt of
YEASN409 Mfume Rosendale Titus silence in honor of the 1-year anniver-
Adams Crenshaw Harder (CA) m::::: %L) ggﬁier Tlaib sarty B thr? 21 Rohb Ecljem%n.tary SC(;].OOI
mh SR e BB R mmmemesnme
Allen Cusllar Hom M!Iler»Meeks Ruppersberger Torres (CA) ’ .
! e Mills Rutherford T NY' f
ees S o Lo oo Tores (49
modei sposito iggins
Armstrong Davids (KS) Himes mgg'rz"&a[) ozar Trone HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW
Artington Davidson Hinson Moore (UT) Sanchez e o Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, | ask
Babin Davis (L) Horsford Moore (W) Santos Mo unanimous consent that when the
Bacon Davis (NC) Houchin Moran Sarbanes Valadao > A !
Baird De La Cruz Houlahan Morelle Scalise Van Drew House adjourns today, it adjourn to
Ba:defson Degﬂ (PA) Hoyff o Moskowitz Schakowsky xa” g“é’”e meet at 9 a.m. tomorrow.
Sanm: Depette Hoyle (OR) Moulton Schiff Nl The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
Barr DelBene Huffmar Mrvan Schneider VZZ‘;§§Z objection to the request of the gen-
ar eibene urman Mullin Scholten
Barraga «n Deluzio Huizenga Murphy Schweikert Velaszquez tleman from Kentucky?
Bean (FL) DeSaulnier Hunt Nadler Scott (VA) Wagner There was no objection.
Beatty DesJarlais Issa Neal Scott, Austin Walberg
Bentz Diaz-Balart Ivey Nehls Scott, David Waltz f
Bera Dingell Jackson (IL) Newhouse Self Wasserman
Bergman Doggett Jackson (NC) Nickel Sessions Schultz HALT ALL LETHAL TRAFFICKING
Bice Donalds Jackson (TX) Norcross Sewell Waters OF FENTANYL ACT
Bilirakis Duarte Jackson Lee Norman Sherman Watson Coleman
Bishop (GA) Duncan Jacobs Nunn (IA) Sherrill Weber (TX) GENERAL LEAVE
rar S ) CateCotsz Sk Vmemmi0 M GUTHREE Mr. Spesker, | ask
mar mitl H
Blunt Rochester Elizey Jeffries Owens amith ENE)) Westerman unanimous consent that all Members
Boebert Emmer Johnson (GA) Pallone Smith (NJ) Wexton have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
gf’“‘am'c' Esﬁot’af jOEnSOH (gfi‘) Palmer Smith (WA) wild tend their remarks on the legislation
B Espaillat oot gso)) EZ;;:Z‘ Smucker ams Egﬁ; and to insert extraneous material on
Boyle (PA) Estes Jordan pascrell Soto williams (TX) H.R. 467.
Brown Evans Joyce (OH) Payne Spartz Wilson (FL) The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
Browniey Ezell JK‘;ﬁfaéZﬁme pelosi Stansbury Wison (SC) MORAN ). Is there objection to the re-
) Peltola Stanton ittman f the gentleman from Ken-
Buck Feenstra Kaptur Pence Stauber Womack quest 0 9
Bucshon Ferguson Kean (NJ) Perez Steel Yakym tucky? o
gudlr']";k' E!”Stt%d . ieﬁ“?ﬂ) Perry Stefanik Zinke There was no objection.
urche Ischbacl el
Burgess Fitzgerald Kell§ (MS) NAYSN9 The SPEAKER pro_tempore. Pursu-
Burlison Fitzpatrick Kelly (PA) Biggs Gosar McCormick ant to House‘Resqutlon 429 and r_ule
Bush Fleischmann Khanna Brecheen Hageman Roy XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
g:mfr?ack E:itfger i:%%aens (VA) Clyde Harris Spanberger the Committee of the Whole House on
Caraveo Foster Kiley NOT VOTINGN17 the state of the Union for the consider-
Cartéajal Foushee Kilmer Alford Luna Quigley ation of the_blll, HR 467.
Cardenas Foxx ) Kim (CA) Auchincloss Moone nlon The Chair appoints the gentlewoman
Carey Frankel, Lois Kim (NJ) ey Scanlol ; .
Carl Frankiin, C. Krishnamoorthi Beyer Napolitano Schrier from Georgia (Ms. G REENE ) to preside
Carson Scott Kuster Garcia, Robert Deaeee Simpson over the Committee of the Whole.
Vargas
Gner() Caboos Larson (€1 ogles ’ b 1734
ggg\i/rri(g?t() éﬂgger t:kﬂcgﬁa b 1727 IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Casar Gallagher Lamborn So (two-thirds being in the affirma- Accordingly, the House resolved
Case Gallego Landsma; tive) the rules were suspended and the itself into the Committee of the Whole
gzggp - gg;ﬁ:ﬂen”;" tg?sge":)(r\;”{) bill, as amended, was passed. House on the state of the Union for the
Castro (TX) Garcda (IL) Latta The result of the vote was announced consideration of the bill (H.R. 467) to
Chavez-DeRemer  Garcia (TX) LaTurner as above recorded. amend the Controlled Substances Act
Cherfilus- Garcia, Mike Lawler A motion to reconsider was laid on with respect to the scheduling of
McCormick Gimenez Lee (CA) the tabl
chu Golden (ME) Lee (FL) e table. fentanyl-related substances, and for
Cicilline Goldman (NY) Lee (NV) Stated for: other purposes, with Ms. G REENE of
Ciscomani Gomez Lee (PA) Ms. SPANBERGER. Madam Speaker, | in-  Georgia in the chair.
g:::te(’z‘@) gg:i;::i Tony tZgEEFemandez advertently voted OOnayOO on rollcall No. 235 onThe Clerk read the title of the bill.
Cleaver Vicente Letlow Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pa_ss, as The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
Cline Good (VA) Levin amended H.R. 1669, VET-TEC Authorization pjll is considered read the first time.
Cloud Sooden (1X) e Act. | meant to vote OOyea.O0 General debate shall be confined to
youm ottheimer ofgren Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Madam Speaker, | was the bill ified i
Cohen Granger Loudermilk - - ] T the bill and amendments specified in
Cole Graves (LA) Lucas absent for votes due to testing positive for the first section of House Resolution
Collins Graves (MO) Luetkemeyer COVIDB19. Had | been present, | would have 429 and shall not exceed 1 hour equally
gg;nneor”y g;zzg (/T\IN()TX) t;m" voted OOnayOO on rolicall No. 233, OOnayOO @Rigelt and controlled by the chair and
Correa Greene (GA) Mace call No. 234 and OOyeaOO0 on rollcall No. 235. ranking minority member of the Com-
Costa Griffth Magaziner PERSONAL EXPLANATION mittee on Energy and Commerce or
Courtney Grijalva Malliotakis Mr. OGLES. Madam Speaker, | was un- their respective designees.
Craig Grothman Mann . .
Crane Guest Manning avoidably detained. Had | been present, | The gentleman from Kentucky (Mr.

Crawford Guthrie Massie would have voted OOyeaOO on rollcall No. 233pTHRIE ) and the gentleman from New
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Jersey (Mr. P ALLONE ) each will control
30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Kentucky.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Chair, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Madam Chair, action is needed now
to address the fentanyl crisis. That is
why | rise today in strong support of
H.R. 467, the HALT Fentanyl Act.

Fentanyl is the top cause of death for
Americans 18 to 49 years old. In my
home State of Kentucky, illicit
fentanyl overdoses represented 70 per-
cent of all overdoses in 2020 and 2021.

The fentanyl crisis is one of the fore-
most problems that the American pub-
lic faces and has been made worse by
the crisis at our southern border. lllicit
fentanyl is turning virtually every
community into a border community
with these poisons flooding streets
across America and taking innocent
lives, including the lives of our kids.

The HALT Fentanyl Act would ban
all fentanyl analogues and strip the
drug cartels and other criminals of the
incentive to create new versions of
fentanyl to skirt around the law. This
bill is a key step to help get these poi-
sons off our streets and give law en-
forcement the tools they need to crack
down on illicit fentanyl trafficking.

A two-pronged approach to address-
ing this crisis is needed. We must have
a law enforcement and a substance use
recovery strategy to address this crisis.
That is why | look forward to exam-
ining the SUPPORT for Patients and
Communities Act later this year to
continue providing access to treatment
and recovery support services that so
many individuals rely on throughout
the country.

To those who oppose this legislation
on the grounds it could lead to mass in-
carceration, the emergency classwide
scheduling implemented by President
Trump did not lead to mass incarcer-
ations. In a Government Account-
ability Office study from 2021, the GAO
found that there were only eight pros-
ecutionsNyes, eight prosecutionsNdur-
ing the period in which the Trump ad-
ministration temporarily scheduled
fentanyl-related substances as schedule
| drugs from 20182020, with four of
them being individuals working on be-
half of the cartel because the cartels
quit creating illicit fentanyl separate
from the fentanyl that is poisoning our
kids today.

It could be even worse. | know there
are also those who believe the emer-
gency scheduling order didnOt lead to
reductions in overdose deaths and that
this bill before us wonOt effectively ad-
dress the issues we are facing.

To both of those criticisms, this bill
stops these analogues from being pro-
duced in the first place. Right after the
classwide ban was put in place, the
number of fentanyl analogue encoun-
ters dropped nearly 89 percent, more
than 6,200 fewer reports of analogues.
DEA officials stated that the classwide
scheduling contributed to this dra-
matic drop.
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It also includes provisions to facili-
tate more research into the detection
of fentanyl-related substances and po-
tential treatment of fentanyl
poisonings, something that has much
more red tape in the status quo.

| am happy to see the White House
supports two main provisions of the
HALT Fentanyl Act. The HALT
Fentanyl Act is one step of many this
body needs to take to address the end
of the overdose crisis. The time to per-
manently act is now, and | urge my
colleagues to vote OOyesOO on H.R. 467.

Madam Chair, | reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Chair, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Madam Chair, | rise in opposition to
H.R. 467. | have deep concerns with the
partisan approach my Republican col-
leagues have taken on this bill and the
harmful implications it would have on
our communities if adopted.

The substance-use and overdose crisis
impacts all our communities, and the
American people deserve bipartisan so-
lutions that address both public safety
and public health. This bill fails on
both fronts and simply continues the
status quo, allowing opioid use disorder
and the overdose crisis to continue to
devastate American families across the
Nation.

In 2018, the Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration first issued a temporary
classwide scheduling order of fentanyl-
related substances under schedule |,
the strictest classification for drugs.
Congress has voted to extend the tem-
porary order multiple times, most re-
cently in the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act of 2023.

Despite this action over the last 4
years, overdoses have not gone down,
and we have, unfortunately, not made
a dent in the incidence of opioid use
disorders. Fentanyl and synthetic
opioids continue to flood into the coun-
try. In testimony before our com-
mittee, the DEA administrator noted
the DEA seized more than 50 million
fake pills and 10,000 pounds of fentanyl
in 2022.

In other words, the HALT Fentanyl
Act is a partisan distraction from the
hard, bipartisan work that actually has
to be done to address a longstanding,
intractable problem that faces our
communities.

We lost over 100,000 people in 2022 to
overdoses. This is one of the biggest
public health crises our Nation has
ever faced, and now is not the time for
a partisan approach. Now is the time
for comprehensive bipartisan work.

Democrats stand ready to work with
Republicans on addressing the fentanyl
crisis. We stand ready to work on per-
manent scheduling, so long as it is
carefully designed to avoid exacer-
bating inequities in our criminal jus-
tice system.

In committee, Democrats offered
amendments to improve the HALT
Fentanyl Act. We asked that Repub-
licans consider additions to the bill
that reflect the Biden administrationOs
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commonsense interagency proposal.
The proposal would permanently sched-
ule FRS but establish a set of guard-
rails that promote a scientific and eq-
uitable approach. The administrationOs
proposal is reflected in bipartisan leg-
islation that was introduced by Rep-
resentatives Pappas, Gonzales, and
Newhouse and includes an off-ramp to
allow for expedited descheduling of
FRS that are found to be either inert
or have medical applications. There is
already evidence that at least one FRS
could have potential applications for
reversing overdoses, similar to
naloxone, and we must provide for such
substances to be rapidly descheduled.

The Biden administrationOs proposal
also strikes the right balance on public
safety by ensuring that permanent
scheduling of FRS does not exacerbate
existing inequities in our criminal jus-
tice system. It eliminates mandatory
minimum standards involving FRS un-
less an offense results in serious bodily
injury or death. Instead, the Repub-
lican majority has opted to continue
failed punitive mandatory minimum
sentencing that we know will dis-
proportionately impact communities of
color while doing nothing to address
the underlying opioid crisis.

Now, as this bill comes to the House
floor, Republicans are continuing to
refuse to make this legislation better.
Almost 90 amendments were filed for
consideration on this bill, and Repub-
licans ruled nearly all of them out of
order, including the bipartisan Pappas
amendment. An amendment from Rep-
resentative P ETTERSEN of Colorado
would have provided the off-ramp for
rapid descheduling of FRS that are
inert or have medical applications. An
amendment offered by Representative
CROCKETT of Texas would have ensured
that Federal law does not stand in the
way of the use of fentanyl test strips
which have proven to reduce overdoses
from fentanyl and FRS. Unfortunately,
Republicans refused to make any of
these commonsense amendments in
order, despite the fact that they are
clearly germane.

We simply cannot incarcerate our
way out of a public health crisis. The
HALT Fentanyl Act does not provide
any resources for research, prevention,
treatment, recovery, or harm reduc-
tion. It also does not provide law en-
forcement or public health agencies
with any additional resources to detect
and intercept illicit drugs entering the
country.

In fact, nearly every House Repub-
lican voted in favor of the default on
America act, which would inflict dev-
astating cuts that would force commu-
nities to lay off thousands of law en-
forcement officers and first responders,
and that is in addition to the signifi-
cant cuts the default on America act
would make to substance use programs
that help treat patients in our commu-
nities.

The reality is that this bill, paired
with Republican efforts to slash vital
public health and safety funding, will
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leave our communities worse off and
exacerbate existing inequities in our
criminal justice system,

Madam Chair, | canOt support the un-
derlying bill in its current form. | en-
courage my colleagues to oppose it. |
hope that at some point we can get
back to doing some bipartisan work
that will really make a difference in
terms of this opioid and fentanyl crisis.

Madam Chair, | reserve the balance
of my time.

b 1745

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Chair, this
was a bipartisan bill. It got bipartisan
votes in committee. It is the DEAOs
number one priority.

If you are selling fentanyl to our
kids, you deserve to be incarcerated.
We don®t apologize for that.

Madam Chair, | yield 2 minutes to
the gentlewoman from Washington
State (Mrs. R ODGERS ), the chairwoman
of the House Energy and Commerce
Committee.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington.
Madam Chair, to save lives and make
our community safer, | rise in support
of the HALT Fentanyl Act.

lllicit fentanyl is one of the greatest
threats that we face as a nation. lllicit
drug manufacturers are diverting pre-
cursor chemicals from some of ChinaOs
160,000 chemical plants and shipping
them to Mexico, where cartels are pro-
ducing mass quantities of illicit
fentanyl and fentanyl-related sub-
stances. These are being smuggled
across our southern border and killing
more people than ever.

According to an analysis by The
Washington Post, fentanyl poisoning is
the number one cause of death for peo-
ple 18 to 49.

| think about my friend Molly Cain
from Spokane, who lost her son Carson,
and Deb and Ray Cullen from Pennsyl-
vania, who lost their son Zach. Both
Carson and Zach were killed instantly
by substances laced with illicit
fentanyl.

Molly asked me how many more let-
ters from grieving parents is it going
to take for action. .

The fact is it shouldnOt take another
letter, another day. It shouldnOt take
another lost loved one.

The HALT Fentanyl Act will save
lives.

We must make sure that law enforce-
ment has the permanent tools that
they need to seize these extremely le-
thal poisons. It is DEAOs number one
priority. Without these tools, drug
traffickers being sourced from China
will be emboldened to push deadlier
and deadlier drugs across the border.
We canOt let that happen.

LetOs come together today for a more
secure future for every community in
America.

Madam Chair, | urge support of the
HALT Fentanyl Act.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Chair, | yield
3 minutes to the gentlewoman from
Delaware (Ms. B LUNT ROCHESTER
member of the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

~
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Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER. Madam
Chair, | thank Ranking Member P AL -
LONE for yielding me time.

Madam Chair, today, | rise to talk
about a public health emergency im-
pacting every corner of our Nation:
fentanyl.

As Congress debates the best ap-
proach to combating synthetic opioids,
what we can all agree on is that every
single one of us is impacted. | urge my
colleagues to keep our focus on com-
prehensive and sustainable solutions.

In 2021, in my small State of Dela-
ware, we lost over 500 family members,
friends, coworkers, and neighbors to
overdoses. Of the more than 500 Dela-
wareans lost to overdose, 80 percent in-
volved fentanyl. Those numbers, unfor-
tunately, are poised to get worse.

As the former deputy secretary of
health and social services in Delaware,
my career has made me look at these
challenges through a lens of public
health. That is why | was proud to join
my colleagues Representative A NNIE
KUSTER and D ON BACON in introducing
the STOP Fentanyl Overdoses Act.

Our bipartisan bill takes a com-
prehensive public health approach to
reducing fentanyl overdoses by expand-
ing testing, improving data collection
and analysis, and expanding treatment
for opioid use disorder.

Our approach is supported by a broad
and diverse coalition, including the
Drug Policy Alliance, American Psy-
chological Association Services, and
Partnership to End Addiction.

As we continue to work to combat
the fentanyl crisis, an issue that |
know we all care deeply about, | hope
we will keep a comprehensive public
health approach top of mind.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Chair, | yield
3 minutes to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. G RIFFITH ), the bill®s sponsor.

Mr. GRIFFITH. Madam Chair, every-
one in this body knows someone who
has been affected by the drug overdose
epidemic.

According to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, in 2022, there
were more than 107,000 overdose deaths
in the U.S. Sixty-seven percent of
those deaths involved synthetic opioids
like fentanyl.

Right now, fentanyl analogues are
considered schedule | substances, but
only because of a series of scheduling
orders that expire on December 31, 2024.
Since we put that temporary order into
place, we have seen a reduction in the
trafficking of fentanyl analogues into
our country.

According to a 2021 GAO report,
fentanyl analogues coming into the
U.S. dropped by 90 percent in the year
that we did the temporary scheduling.
This bill aims to curb overdose deaths
by permanently scheduling fentanyl
analogues as schedule | substances.
This will strengthen law enforcementOs
ability to prosecute fentanyl traf-
fickers and act as a deterrent.

The HALT Fentanyl Act also pro-
motes researchNthis is something
newNby removing barriers to the re-
search.
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In the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee, we heard that there are as
many as 4,800 potential analogues. Our
experts at NIH, FDA, and other agen-
cies have studied roughly 30 of the
4,800. By encouraging research of
schedule | substances like fentanyl
analogues, we can better understand
how these substances work and how we
may prevent potential harmful impacts
in the future.

Because fentanyl itself has a proven
medical use, it is considered a schedule
Il narcotic, but illicit derivatives of
fentanyl, also called fentanyl ana-
logues, currently have not dem-
onstrated medical value.

Let me be clear. This bill will have
no impact whatsoever on a physicianOs
ability to administer fentanyl in prop-
er medical scenarios. The HALT
Fentanyl Act deals specifically with
fentanyl analogues, not fentanyl itself.

The DEA has said that permanently
scheduling fentanyl analogues is their
top legislative priority. We must not
allow this temporary extension to ex-
pire.

On Monday, the Biden administra-
tion released a positive statement re-
garding the bill. In the statement, they
supported the provisions | just de-
scribed: permanent scheduling and
streamlined research.

The Biden administration did rec-
ommend a few other items they would
like to see related to fentanyl ana-
logues. | am open and willing to have
those discussions, but that is not this
bill.

Madam Chair, we should vote to ad-
vance this bill that we agree on and
that does help stop the bad guys, par-
ticularly those bringing these sub-
stances over the border.

Once fentanyl analogues are perma-
nently made schedule |, Congress will
continue to build off this work and
continue to address the illicit fentanyl
crisis.

These large numbers that we have
seen on fentanyl deaths and fentanyl
analogues are because of these drugs
coming across the border. They are 100
times more potent than morphine and
50 times more potent than heroin. Why
would we not take every step possible
that we can to stop it?

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Chair, | know
the Republicans have a number of
speakers, so | continue to reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Chair, | yield
2 minutes to the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr.L ATTA ).

Mr. LATTA. Madam Chair, | thank
the gentleman for yielding.

Madam Chair, for over 2 years, | have
worked with my colleague from Vir-
giniaDs Ninth District to pass the
HALT Fentanyl Act. During this time,
our country has reeled from a record-
breaking number of poisonings. In both
2021 and 2022, over 100,000 Americans
died of an overdose.

What was the main
Fentanyl-related substances.

In 2021, 77 percent of teen overdose
deaths were attributed to an illicit

culprit?
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fentanyl poisoning, and it is now the
number one cause of deaths among
adults 18 to 49.

This crisis has simply spiraled out of
control, and action must be taken im-
mediately. That is why our bill, the
HALT Fentanyl Act, comes into play.

Right now, these fentanyl substances
are temporarily set as a schedule | nar-
cotic. If this class-wide scheduling
were to expire, drug traffickers will be
given the green light to push deadlier
drugs; law enforcement will lose au-
thority to seize these deadly narcotics;
and Americans will continue to die.

| am pleased the House is taking up
this  bill to permanently place
fentanyl-related substances as a sched-
ule | narcotic.

Let me take a moment to clear up a
misconception about this bill. This
isnOt about criminal justice reform.
This is about justice for the victims of
fentanyl poisoning. Cartels are killing
our citizens for 10 cents. Let me repeat
that: Cartels are killing our citizens
for 10 cents. That is how much it costs
to make a pill in Mexico that is
fentanyl-laced.

This is the DEAOs number one pri-
ority. We owe it to our constituents to
fix this permanently.

Currently, to trigger a 10-year man-
datory minimum, an offense must in-
volve 100 grams or more of a mixture
containing a fentanyl analogue. Be-
cause the average lethal dose of
fentanyl is just 2 milligrams, the of-
fense would need to contain roughly
50,000 lethal doses. Again, that is 50,000
human beings that would be murdered
from fentanyl poisoning.

Madam Chair, | strongly encourage
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle
to support the HALT Fentanyl Act to
help end this crisis and save innocent
lives.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Chair, | yield
3 minutes to the gentlewoman from
Pennsylvania (Ms. L EE).

Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania. Madam
Chair, | stand today in solidarity with
the millions of Black and Brown folks
who have been locked up over the
failed war on drugs.

| stand before you today some 50
years from the war on drugs and 39
years after President Reagan signed
the Comprehensive Crime Control Act
of 1984, which expanded penalties on
weed possession, established manda-
tory minimums, and created civil asset
forfeitureN50 years since establishing
drug policies that systematically led to
the mass incarceration of generations
of Black men.

But somehow, this war on drugs will
be different.

We donOt always know the con-
sequences of a bill like this, but with
the HALT Fentanyl Act, we all know.

We have to listen to our experts: our
public health, criminal justice, and
civil rights organizations. They are on
the ground doing the work in our com-
munities, and 158 of them just told us
that, no, the HALT Fentanyl Act will
not help the American people, as this
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bill claims it would. It will only cause
harm, especially to Black, Brown, and
low-income Americans.

We really didnOt need the experts on
this one. We have had decades to ob-
serve the effects of policies just like
this.

The definition of insanity is doing
the same thing and expecting different
results. The HALT Fentanyl Act will
do exactly what it was designed to do if
we allow it to pass.

We have seen 50 years of a terrifying
merry-go-round: the economy strug-
gles, housing becomes less stable, and a
tough-on-crime approach is promoted
as the solution. Lock up those most
impacted, our siblings and neighbors
struggling with addiction. Lock them
up.

Who is winning? Not the 350,000 folks
currently serving time for drug of-
fenses, not the families that have been
torn apart by mass incarceration.
Imagine the loss of generational
wealth.

Communities have been left without
parents, grandparents, neighbors, lead-
ers, and friends. Families are mourning
tens of thousands that have died every
year from drug overdoses.

Policies like this one do not lead to
healing. They do not lead to safety.
They do not lead to justice, and we do
deserve justice.

We know there is a correlation be-
tween poverty and crime, not race and
crime. We do not need tough-on-crime
policies. We need to be tough on in-
equality, but for true, systemic change,
we have to be willing to consider dif-
ferent roads. We have to be willing to
consider community-based, trauma-in-
formed, and harm-reducing policies. We
must resist the urge to hearken back
to tough-on-crime rhetoric.

Tough on crime is merely tough on
community. We can do better, and we
must do better than the HALT
Fentanyl Act.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Chair, | yield
2 minutes to the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. B ILIRAKIS ).

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Chair, |
thank the chairman of the Health Sub-
committee for his leadership and for
yielding me time.

Madam Chair, | rise today in support
of the HALT Fentanyl Act. The Amer-
ican people are in the midst of a stag-
gering illicit fentanyl crisis. Our kids
are dying, Madam Chair. We need to do
everything we possibly can to help
these kids.

Sadly, we read daily headlines,
Madam Chair, of adults, teens, and
even toddlers who have died from
fentanyl poisoning.

My colleagues across the aisle, they
kicked the can down the road. They
have kicked it down the road too long,
Madam Chair, and look at the con-
sequences as fentanyl-related sub-
stances still remain only temporarily
scheduled. The time is now to make it
permanent.

Today, we take an overdue step in
the right direction, and as a proud ad-

vocate for individuals suffering with
substance use disorder, | know this is
just one step. Much more needs to be
done, and | am thankful the gentleman
has brought this bill to the floor.

Sadly, we continue to see a huge in-
flux of fentanyl-related substances into
the country from across the Mexican
border, from cartels using chemicals
imported from China and India.
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| am disheartened to see commu-
nities across my State of Florida and
across the Nation bearing the ramifica-
tions of these criminal actors and our
open-border policies. We must secure
the border.

This is a nonpartisan issue, in my
opinion, and we must come together to
address the opioid crisis. We are at war
with these cartels, Madam Chair.

I would like to see my Democratic
colleagues heed the Biden administra-
tionOs public support of these critical
measures. Just this Monday, they
issued their support for the policies in
this bill, urging Congress to pass these
measures to address public safety and
save lives.

| say to my colleagues across the
aisle: Work with us on this and on
other meaningful policy solutions to
combat fentanyl in our Nation.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Chair, | yield
3 minutes to the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. K~ AMLAGER -DOVE).

Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE. Madam
Chair, | rise today to strongly oppose
the RepublicansO HALT Fentanyl Act.
Republicans want to ban American his-
tory so that they can repeat the bad
parts.

Did we learn nothing from the war on
drugs?

| guess not. Real talk was a huge fail-
ure. Back then we enacted ineffective
and punitive laws that only worked to
expand mass incarceration, mostly of
Black and Brown folks.

This legislation will enact ineffective
and punitive drug laws that only work
to expand mass incarceration.

Who will suffer?

Mostly Black and Brown folks. The
data shows that all races are facing
challenges with fentanyl.

This legislation would put us on a
dangerous path toward unjust and dis-
proportionate mandatory minimums
for the possession of all fentanyl-re-
lated substances.

News flash: Research is still needed
on possible and legal pharmacological
use of these substances. Fentanyl is
still being prescribed legally and used
in controlled settings by medical doc-
tors. That is right. Republicans donOt
like science.

In its current form, this bill allows
for no flexibility, and wonOt address the
root issue. This bill is shortsighted be-
cause some of these substances could
still be key to developing treatment
for fentanyl overdoses.

Instead of learning about how we can
save people from fentanyl, we want to
criminalize all of the fentanyl-related
substances.
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Madam Chair, 97 percent of the illicit
fentanyl seized at the border is seized
at legal ports of entry. The majority of
those convicted are U.S. citizens. The
draconian mandatory minimums pro-
posed under this plan donOt address
these issues. .

In fact, this bill doesnOt do anything
smart. It doesnOt address the humani-
tarian crisis we are facing at our
southern border. It doesnOt address the
epidemic of substance abuse, and it
certainly wonOt improve our public
safety.

The majority of people who are dying
from fentanyl are dying because they
are taking it illegally. They are buying
and searching for illicit drugs. It is not
about prosecution. It is about drug use.
The issue is substance abuse. That is
what we should be addressing.

If you are going to propose some leg-
islation, make it make sense. Make it
address root issues and focus on the
causes rather than continuing to scape-
goat the same people that you have
scapegoated for years and years to no
end.

Madam Chair, | urge a OOno00 vote.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Chair, | yield
116 minutes to the gentleman from In-

diana (Mr. B UCSHON ), the vice chair of

the Health Subcommittee.

Mr. BUCSHON. Madam Chair, | point
out that this is fentanyl poisoning, and
just because people use illicit drugs,
they certainly donOt deserve to die
from it.

Madam Chair, | rise in strong support
of the HALT Fentanyl Act. In 2022,
roughly 75,000 Americans died from poi-
soning by synthetic opioids, largely il-
licit fentanyl and fentanyl-related sub-
stances.

lllicit fentanyl poisonings are now
the number one cause of death among
adults ages 18 to 49, as has been pointed
out many times.

People who have died from illicit
fentanyl poisoning are not just statis-
tics. They are someoneQs child, sibling,
parent, family member, or close friend.
It is happening in every community
across America. It doesnOt discriminate
against socioeconomic class, race, or
religion.

Just last week, a Federal grand jury
indicted a man in Evansville, Indiana,
my hometown, for selling counterfeit
prescription pills laced with fentanyl
over social media that caused at least
three poisonings and the death of a 19-
year-old woman in 2022.

Last fall, a Federal grand jury in-
dicted another man in Evansville who
sold fentanyl pills in 2021 that ended up
kiling a 3-year-old toddler and re-
sulted in nonfatal poisonings of two
other children in a home after they
found illicit fentanyl pills in a night-
stand and took them.

These are heartbreaking stories, and
we in this body have the power to do
something to help prevent more of
them from occurring.

LetOs pass the HALT Fentanyl Act
and give hope to Americans whose fam-
ily, friends, and loved ones, who have
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been impacted by illicit fentanyl
poisonings, that their loved oneOs death
was not in vain. Support this bill.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Chair, | re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Chair, | yield
1 minute to the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. C ARTER ).

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Chair, | thank the gentleman for yield-
ing.

Madam Chair, | rise today in strong
support of the HALT Fentanyl Act,
which would permanently schedule
fentanyl analogues as schedule I.

Madam Chair, the United States is
facing a poisoning epidemic. It is
caused by illicit fentanyl and its re-
lated substances that are pouring over
our southern border. Almost 200 people
are dying every day from fentanyl poi-
soningN200.

Included in that number is a family
from my district who lost their son,
Wesley, to the drug at the age of 22
years. His mother writes: OOMy son was
a victim of drug-induced homicide. He
took one pill that ended up being pure
fentanyl and died. He was poisoned be-
cause he trusted the wrong person and
paid for it with his life. 00

We cannot allow the lawlessness and
tragedy to continue to tear our com-
munities apart. That is why we must
pass the HALT Fentanyl Act that is be-
fore us today.

Opponents of this legislation are
choosing to side with criminals over
the safety and well-being of our chil-
dren. That is despicable.

Madam Chair, letOs pass this bill, se-
cure the border, stem the tide of the
growing fentanyl crisis, and save lives.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Chair, | yield
3 minutes to the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. P AYNE ).

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Chair, | thank
the gentleman from New Jersey for
yielding to me.

Madam Chair, | will follow up with
the last two colleagues of mine, the
gentlewoman from California and the
previous speaker.

We cannot have what happened in the

1980s and 1990s of the scapegoating of

communities with the heinous drug
epidemic.

It is interesting that now that
fentanyl is impacting certain commu-
nities, it is now a health issue. In the
1980s and 1990s when there was a crack
epidemic in urban communities, Nancy

Reagan told us: OOJust say no.00O But

here we are now, in this day and age,
and now it is a major issue. Why?

Because it is impacting other com-
munities that people tend to care more
aboutNtheir communities. What we
are seeing now in minority commu-
nities was going on 20 years ago and we
were screaming: Please, help. Please,
letOs stop this scourge.

What we did was say: No, those peo-
ple that are abusing those drugs are
criminals. LetOs lock them upNmass
incarceration.

Now, in this day and age with
fentanyl, it is a health issue when the

same thing was happening then is hap-
pening now. | donOt know how one is a
criminal act and now we need to have
compassion. We do because this coun-
try is suffering. Our young people are
dying. It is just unreal the scourge that
this drug is.

We have to remember that fentanyl
is such a powerful opioid. It is 50 to 100
times more potent than morphine. Two
milligrams, or the size of five grains of
salt, can cause a possible overdose. We
need to do something. Our young peo-
ple are screaming out. They are crying.
They are dying.

We cannot blame it all on the south-
ern border. Time and time again, we
have data that shows that 90 percent of
the fentanyl is coming through ports of
entry by American citizens. We need to
address that. We need to talk about it.

The CHAIR. The time of the gen-
tleman has expired.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Chair, | yield
an additional 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from New Jersey.

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Chair, the HALT
Fentanyl Act is not the way to go, but
we need to come together and do some-
thing as this plague is ruining our fu-
ture.

| have seen it in my community. Oth-
ers have seen it now in their commu-
nities. We must come together with
reasonable legislation. This is just an-
other possible situation that starts
mass incarceration once again. | know
I dondt want to see in your community
what that did to mine over the past 20
years.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Chair, | yield
1 minutes to the gentleman from
Florida (Mr.D  UNN).

Mr. DUNN of Florida. Madam Chair,
| rise today to express my support for
H.R. 467, the HALT Fentanyl Act.

This legislation will place all
fentanyl-related substances, as a class,
into schedule | of the Controlled Sub-
stances Act.

The Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee has taken an important step to-
ward solving our fentanyl crisis. | am
proud to have supported this bill since
the 117th Congress.

We have heard from Molly Cain, the
Cullens, and countless others who cou-
rageously told their stories of how
their children were murdered by
fentanyl. Make no mistake: Fentanyl
is a poison in our communities. Every
pill, every toke, every line of cocaine is
like playing a game of Russian roulette
every single time.

This crisis is happening at the hands
of bad actors such as the Chinese Com-
munist Party and the drug cartels.
China remains the primary source of il-
licit fentanyl and its precursors that
are trafficked internationally and
through our porous southern border.

In fiscal year 2023, Customs and Bor-
der Patrol has seized over 17,000 pounds
of fentanyl, enough to kill 11 times the
entire population of the United States.

The HALT Fentanyl Act is an impor-
tant step in the right direction, and we
must permanently schedule these sub-
stances.
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LetOs call it what it is: a weapon of
mass destruction. Our law enforcement
officers fight heroically every day to
combat this epidemic, and it is impera-
tive that we protect them.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Chair, | yield
3 minutes to the gentlewoman from
New Hampshire (Ms. K USTER ), a mem-
ber of the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee.

Ms. KUSTER. Madam Chair, | rise
today to speak in opposition to H.R.
467, the HALT Fentanyl Act.

The fentanyl crisis has touched every
community across our State and coun-
try. We need to take serious, bipartisan
action to address this epidemic and
save lives.

Unfortunately, the legislation on the
floor tonight misses the mark.

The HALT Fentanyl Act does not ad-
dress how these dangerous drugs enter
our country, nor does it include any
measures to address the underlying de-
mand driving the substance use crisis.

This bill simply preserves the status
quo by continuing to schedule
fentanyl-related substances as schedule
I, which has been the case since 2018,
and under current law, will be the case
until December of 2024.

Scheduling alone will not change the
overdose crisis. We need to broaden our
scope.

Madam Chair, | urge this body to in-
stead consider a public health approach
to address this crisis. | am leading with
LiSA BLUNT ROCHESTER and D ON BACON,
a bipartisan, alternative bill that
would address both the supply of and
demand for illicit fentanyl in this
country.
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Our bill, the STOP Fentanyl
Overdoses Act, will enhance fentanyl
surveillance through investments in
technology, dedicate resources to
strengthen law enforcement response,
and improve data collection of seized
drugs.

The bill will also help reduce the de-
mand for illicit drugs by expanding ac-
cess to recovery resources, protecting
people who administer opioid reversal
drugs, and supporting education on the
harm of drug misuse.

The STOP Fentanyl Overdoses Act is
an alternative to the scheduling-only
approach on the floor. An issue this
complex requires an equally com-
prehensive solution.

Fentanyl doesnOt care about our poli-
tics and neither should our approach to
addressing the overdose crisis.

Madam Chair, | urge my colleagues
to consider my alternative, bipartisan
solution.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Chair, | re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Chair, | yield
2 minutes to the gentlewoman from Ar-
izona (Mrs. L ESKO).

Mrs. LESKO. Madam Chair, our Na-
tion is facing a tragic fentanyl crisis.
Our kids are dying. Our neighbors are
dying. During the last 2 years, if | may
remind my Democratic colleagues,
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they were in charge. They were in
charge of the House, they had control
of the Senate, they had control of the
Presidency, and they did nothing to
stop this fentanyl crisis.

Late last year, | visited the Maricopa
County Medical ExaminerOs Office in
Phoenix, Arizona. It is truly revealing.

It is one of the busiest medical exam-
iner offices in the Nation. In Maricopa
County last year, fentanyl and its ana-
logues were involved in 60 percent of
all the drug-related deaths. Once more,
there are record amounts of fentanyl
coming across our southern border into
our Arizona communities.

Did you know that last Thursday, of-
ficers at the Arizona Nogales Port of
Entry seized over 207,000 fentanyl pills
and over 16 pounds of fentanyl powder
just in 1 day. With border officials only
able to seize 5 to 10 percent of all ille-
gal drugs, these numbers are truly ter-
rifying. House Republicans are taking
action. We are the ones introducing
this bill. We are the ones getting some-
thing done. We are introducing the
HALT Fentanyl Act.

Madam Chair, | urge all of my col-
leagues to support this legislation, to
stop this deadly drug crisis and save
lives.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Chair, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Madam Chair, | donOt like to disagree
with my colleague from Arizona who |
respect, but she did say that when the
Democrats were in the majority that
we didnOt address the issue, and that is
not accurate.

In fact, last Congress we did pass out
of the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee a bipartisan mental health and
substance use treatment package, H.R.
7666, which became law as part of the
consolidated appropriations bill last
December, and that bill, H.R. 7666, that
came out of our committee, when it
came to the floor of the House, was
supported by over 400 Members. Only 20
Members didnt vote for it, and it was
later signed into law as part of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act. That
new law includes the MAD Act and the
MAID Act, historic pieces of legislation
that ensure medical practitioners are
prepared to identify and treat sub-
stance use disorders and increase ac-
cess to medication-assisted treatment,
such as buprenorphine.

H.R. 7666 also reauthorized billions of
dollars in public health programs that
addressed the mental health and sub-
stance use crisis, including both the
substance use prevention treatment
and recovery services block grant and
State opioid response grants.

Now, | am not suggesting that this is
the end all. Obviously, more needs to
be done, but part of what | think you
are hearing from the Democratic side
of the aisle today is that this legisla-
tion on the floor doesnOt really deal
with all these things. It doesnOt deal
with treatment. It doesnOt deal with
the border. It doesnOt deal with law en-
forcement and more resources to ad-
dress the fentanyl crisis.
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We believe that a law that is going to
really make a difference would do that,
and that is the reason that we are say-
ing that this bill that is before us, the
HALT Fentanyl Act, really doesnOt do
anything because it just says that it is
going to be in schedule | beyond 2024.

Right now, you already have syn-
thetic fentanyl scheduled in | until the
end of next year, and we havenOt really
seen any progress with that.

We would like to see a comprehensive
approach that takes into account
treatment that is a follow up on what
we passed in the last Congress.

Madam Chair, | reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Chair, | yield
1 minutes to the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. J OYCE).

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam
Chair, | thank the gentleman for yield-
ing.
gMadam Chair, 6 months ago | re-
ceived an email from Ray Cullen, a
resident of Franklin County, Pennsyl-
vania, who, along with his wife, Deb,
had raised their kids in my district,
PennsylvaniaOs 13th Congressional Dis-
trict.

Ray told the story of his son, Zach,
who last year was out with a bunch of
buddies when he was sold cocaine that
was laced with fentanyl, unfortunately,

a deadly poison that claimed ZachOs
life. Zach didnOt know that the drugs
that he and his friends had purchased
were laced with this deadly synthetic
opioid.

Because of how lethal the drug is in
small quantities, fentanyl has become
the leading cause of death for Ameri-
cans between the ages of 18 and 49. It
was Franklin County Coroner Jeff
Conner who put it so bluntly to me. He
said: OOFentanyl is easy to get and it is
fast to kil. OO

The Cullens reached out to share the
memory of their son because they
wanted to make a difference. They
wanted to make sure that the pain that
they were feeling was not shared by
parents anywhere else in Pennsylvania
or anywhere else in our country.

Now, on the eve of the HALT
Fentanyl Act vote, we in Congress have
a chance to help prevent these needless
deaths by passing the HALT Fentanyl
Act, legislation to finally classify
these deadly fentanyl substances as
schedule | narcotics.

Deb and Ray Cullen have traveled
and presented their case before the En-
ergy and Commerce Subcommittee of
Health. Deb and Ray Cullen will be
here tomorrow. They will be in the gal-
lery as we have a choice to make to
vote in a bipartisan fashion to halt
fentanyl and its deadly cause here in
the United States.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Chair, | re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Chair, | yield
1 minute to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia, Mr. M IKE GARCIA .

Mr. MIKE GARCIA of California.
Madam Chair, for too long, a lack of
national leadership has forced law en-
forcement  into navigating  this
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fentanyl crisis without the proper tools

or a defined mission. The HALT
Fentanyl Act would provide both the
tools and the mission by permanently
classifying fentanyl analogues as
schedule | narcotics. This bill, which |
have long supported, will mitigate this
crisis by empowering police to use
every tool available to get the traf-
fickers of poison off the streets and put
them in jail.

Sell fentanyl, go to jail. Poison kids,
go to jail. If you donOt want to go to
jail, donOt sell fentanyl and donOt poi-
son our kids.

Right now we are failing as a Nation.
We are failing to recognize the severity
of this crisis, failing to hold China and
dealers accountable for their role, and
we are failing to protect the people
who most need it, our children.

We have lost young Americans with
bright futures like Daniel Puerta from
my district who was a year away from
graduating when he was poisoned by a
counterfeit pill sold over Snapchat. For
Daniel®s memory and the memory of
countless others, we must act.

Madam Chair, | urge support of this
bill. One last thing, 30 times the num-
ber of people who died on 9/11 last year
died of fentanyl poisoning.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Chair, | re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Chair, | yield
2 minutes to the gentlewoman from
lowa (Mrs. M ILLER -M EEKS ).

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Madam Chair,
| thank my colleague for yielding time.

Madam Chair, | rise today in support
of HALT Fentanyl Act introduced by
my friends and colleagues, M
GRIFFITH and B 0B LATTA .

The fentanyl crisis is ravaging our
Nation, and there is no question this
dangerous drug and its analogues
should be scheduled. Fentanyl accounts
for roughly 150 overdose deaths per
day, and the number of deaths caused
by fentanyl and other synthetic opioids
is growing exponentially each year.

The HALT Fentanyl Act would per-
manently  schedule fentanyl-related
substances and provide law enforce-
ment with the tools needed to keep
these lethal drugs off our streets.

Should the temporary classwide
scheduling expire, drug traffickers
would be empowered to ramp up their
operations without fear or repercus-
sions. At our border, U.S. Customs and
Border Protection would lose the au-
thority to seize these substances, and
the amount of drugs coming into our
country would skyrocket.

It is hard to imagine the border crisis
becoming worse than it already is, but
should this scheduling expire, | am
afraid the crisis would escalate even
further.

As a physician and the former direc-
tor of the lowa Department of Public
Health under whose purview substance
use disorder and drug addiction failed,
my colleagues on the other side of the
aisle neglect to acknowledge a vast
majority of people affected by this are
not drug addicts. One pill can kill.

ORGAN
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Furthermore, news flash: This bhill
doesnOt hamper any legal medical use
of fentanyl. Fentanyl is not only more
deadly than cocaine or morphine or
heroin, it is significantly easier to
produce and can be sold for 100 times
more than it costs to make. Bad actors
will always take advantage of bad situ-
ations, and this is no exception.

Madam Chair, | urge my colleagues
to vote in favor of this bill to protect
our most vulnerable populations and
keep fentanyl and its analogues off the
street.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Chair, | re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Chair, | yield
30 seconds to the gentleman from New
York (Mr. DOE  sPOSITO ).

Mr. DOESPOSITO. Madam Chair, |
rise today in support of H.R. 467, the
HALT Fentanyl Act of which | am
proud to cosponsor. | also find it baf-
fling, Madam Chair, that speakers from
the other side say that this does noth-
ing when, in fact, we are working to
correct the wrongs of the procriminal,
open-border agenda that Democrats
have passed throughout this country.

There is not one community across
this Nation that has been immune to
the devastating effects of fentanyl. As
an NYPD detective, | have witnessed
far too many Americans destroyed due
to opioid addictions stemming from
this horrific narcotic, and Congress
must act swifty to combat the
fentanyl epidemic.

Madam Chair, | urge all my col-
leagues to support the HALT Act in
order to make permanent classwide
scheduling order for fentanyl-related
substances, which is the key to pre-
venting unneeded deaths related to
fentanyl.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Chair, | re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Chair, | yield
1 minute to the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. A" LLEN ).

Mr. ALLEN. Madam Chair, | rise
today in support of H.R. 467, the HALT
Fentanyl Act. | am a proud original co-
sponsor of this commonsense legisla-
tion that would permanently resched-
ule fentanyl-related substances as
schedule | drugs. Far too often, we are
hearing devastating stories from fami-
lies across this great country who have
lost loved ones to fentanyl-related
deaths, and, in many cases, it is our
young people.

Only a few milligrams of fentanyl
can be lethal, which is why it is now
the number one cause of death among
adults 18 to 49. Deadly fentanyl-related
substances are being manufactured by
China and the cartels and pouring
across our borders into our cities, com-
munities, and neighborhoods.

We must ensure that our law enforce-
ment and Border Patrol officers main-
tain the authority necessary to seize
these drugs. That is why this body
must take action.

The HALT Fentanyl Act would sup-
ply law enforcement with the tools
needed to keep this deadly substance
off our streets.
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Madam Chair, to put it simply: This
bill will save lives. | strongly urge a
O0yesOO vote on H.R. 467.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Chair, may |
inquire as to the time remaining.

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. DOE  SPOSITO ).
The gentleman from Kentucky has 5 1
minutes remaining. The gentleman
from New Jersey has 8 minutes remain-
ing.
Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Chairman, | yield
16 minutes to the gentlewoman from
Florida (Mrs. C  AMMACK ).

Mrs. CAMMACK. Mr. Chairman,
today, | rise in strong support of H.R.
467, the HALT Fentanyl Act. To drive
home why this bill is so important, |
want to emphasize that currently there
is no permanent scheduling of fentanyl,
only a temporary emergency sched-
uling order.

That means when, not if, but when
this temporary order on fentanyl ex-
pires, fentanyl-related substances will
become street legal.

Think about this: Over 300 people a
day will die today from fentanyl poi-
soning, 300 people died yesterday, and
300 people will die tomorrow of
fentanyl poisoning.
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If an airliner carrying 300 people
crashed every single day, within the
span of a week we would have declared
a national emergency and would have
begun the work on solutions, but we
haven®t done that here.

If we donOt pass this bill, when the
emergency class-wide scheduling order
expires, law enforcement will no longer
have the authority to seize these ex-
tremely lethal drugs. Yes, you heard
me right, they will no longer have the
authority.

As so many of my colleagues have
said today, fentanyl is the leading
cause of death for individuals between
the ages of 18 and 49, surpassing
COVID, cancer, heart disease, and even
car accidents. In fact, the DEA, BidenOs
DEA, you-all®s DEA, says this is their
number one priority.

Every single one of us knows some-
one who has been affected by fentanyl.
Every single one of us in this Chamber
knows who is responsible for the
fentanyl pouring into our country, and
it is every single one of our jobs to act
and pass the HALT Fentanyl Act. LetOs
put the politics aside, come together as
Americans for our communities, for
this country.

Mr. Chair, | urge my colleagues to
vote O0yes.00

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Chair, | yield my-
self such time as | may consume.

| just want to correct the record, or
at least set the record straight, on
what the DEA and the Biden adminis-
tration are saying. | heard what my
colleague on the committee said, but |
want you to understand that no one on
our side of the aisle, certainly not the
Biden administration or the DEA, is
saying that we should get rid of the
current law, which says that synthetic
fentanyl is on schedule I. That is the
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case now. We have extended it many
times. As the gentlewoman said, it is
actually extended until December of
2024.

What the Biden administration, in
conjunction with the DEA, is saying is
that before you go ahead and perma-
nently extend, that you should look at
some of the other things that we have
talked about on the Democratic side of
the aisle. In other words, they say, in
this task force from the administration
with the DEA, that there is a real pos-
sibility that research will find that
there are synthetic fentanyl substances
that might actually help deal with the
crisis and reverse an overdose in cer-
tain circumstances.

What they recommend is that we
have an off-ramp to ensure that sub-
stances that are deemed to have a po-
tential medical application are not im-
properly classified. If you pass this per-
manently, then you have to pass an-
other law in order to take something
off the list.

Also, they are not recommending
that we have mandatory minimum in-
carceration involving synthetic
fentanyl unless an offense results in se-
rious bodily injury or death. This is
what some of my colleagues on the
Democratic side are saying, that incar-
ceration, mandatory minimum sen-
tencing, is not the answer. We know it
hasnOt been for years with other drugs,
as well.

In addition to that, there should be
funding to deal with the research, fund-
ing to deal with treatment, funding for
law enforcement so they can prevent
more fentanyl from coming into the
country. None of that is included in
this bill.

| just donOt want my colleagues on
the other side to misrepresent what
DEA or what the Biden administration
are saying. We all understand the na-
ture of this crisis. We donOt think that
this bill is going to do anything to
change that, because it just basically
extends the status quo and doesnOt do
anything for all of these other things
that have been mentioned on the
Democratic side.

| think it is really important for you
to understand where we are coming
from on this. We donOt disagree with
putting this on schedule I, but we want
to see a comprehensive approach, be-
cause what we are doing now has
failed.

Mr. Chair, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Chair, | yield 1
minutes to the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. W ALBERG ).

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Chair, | rise
today in support of H.R. 467, the HALT
Fentanyl Act.

A recent poll shows just 16 percent of
Americans are satisfied with how
things are going in the United States.

Why?

Washington has largely ignored
pressing issues in the past 2 vyears.
While the fentanyl epidemic may not
grab headlines in the mainstream

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD NHOUSE

media, it has lost the pulse of main-
stream America, few issues are more
important.

lllicit fentanyl poisonings are now
the number one cause of death among
Americans aged 18 to 49. Nearly every
American knows a friend or a relative
who has struggled or even overdosed. |
do.

Despite the crisis, Congress has con-
tinued to kick the can down the road
by temporarily extending the class-
wide scheduling order. Each time, law
enforcement is left scrambling as we
approach the deadline, which would let
many of the fentanyl-related sub-
stances become legal.

We must permanently give law en-
forcement the tools they need to keep
Americans safe. The HALT Fentanyl
Act complements other solutions like
the recently passed Secure the Border
Act, which will help properly root out
the flow of illicit drugs and limit sup-
ply.
Mr. Chair, | urge the bill®s passage,
which will represent another step to-
ward restoring the voice of the Amer-
ican people in the House.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Chair, | reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Chair, | yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. P FLUGER ).

Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Chair, | rise in
support of the HALT Fentanyl Act,
which will help end thousands of
deaths from this tragic situation.

| am speaking on behalf of parents
like Joe Warnick and Donna Johnson
of Odessa, Texas, who lost their son,
Jackson, to fentanyl poisoning. | am
speaking up for thousands of families
across the United States.

How can you oppose this? Literally,
how can you oppose this?

Every day we hear more and more
stories of lives ended by fentanyl. It is
our responsibility to act.

The HALT Fentanyl Act will help
end the fentanyl crisis by cracking
down on criminals who are trafficking
deadly fentanyl across the southern
border and into our communities. It
will ensure law enforcement has the
tools they need to keep these ex-
tremely lethal and dangerous drugs off
our streets.

The moms and dads that | have
talked to are tired of words. They want
action, and the HALT Fentanyl Act is
the action that we need to take. Lives
are on the line.

Mr. Chair, | am very proud of my Re-
publican Conference for proposing this
legislation, and | urge my colleagues to
support it.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Chair, | yield my-
self such time as | may consume to
close.

The point that | have been trying to
make and my colleagues have been try-
ing to make on this side of the aisle is
that Republicans continue to push pu-
nitive and partisan policies with regard
to the opioid crisis rather than real so-
lutions to address the substance abuse
crisis, strengthen border security, or
fix our immigration system.
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The partisan HALT Fentanyl Act
would not meaningfully address sub-
stance abuse. It would simply result in
more incarceration.

This bill takes a one-sided approach
by only requiring permanent class-wide
scheduling of fentanyl-related sub-
stances in an attempt to incarcerate
our way out of a public health crisis.

By contrast, the Biden administra-
tion has put forth an interagency pro-
posal, which | have discussed, to per-
manently schedule synthetic fentanyl
within schedule | without exacerbating
existing sentencing disparities and in-
equities in our criminal justice system,
as well as creating an off-ramp to re-
move or reschedule these substances
shown to have medical or therapeutic
value.

Now, | know that we hear from the
other side: What have you done? What
are you doing?

Well, the bottom line is that the
Biden administration has taken aggres-
sive action to combat the overdose epi-
demic. Congress and the administra-
tion should be working together on a
bipartisan solution to address the
fentanyl crisis, but the Republicans are
threatening a default crisis right now
that would seriously undermine these
efforts.

Last year, the Biden administration
announced its inaugural National Drug
Control Strategy which expands access
to lifesaving interventions, like
naloxone and buprenorphine, while pro-
viding additional resources to law en-
forcement agencies to intercept illegal
drugs.

To support this strategy and address
illicit fentanyl, President Biden has
called on Congress to make a historic
investment of $46 billion in funding for
efforts to reduce the supply of illicit
fentanyl and stop drug trafficking, as
well as expand access to treatment and
prevention to reduce overdose deaths
across the country.

Now, at the same time, Republicans
are threatening a default crisis unless
Democrats go along with their drastic
cuts that would seriously undermine
our ability to combat the fentanyl and
opioid crisis.

According to the administration, the
cuts demanded by Republicans would
force Border Patrol to ax more than
2,000 agents and drastically reduce
funding for the DEA and the FBI.
These things are crucial to interdiction
and anti-drug-trafficking efforts.

The Republican proposal, the default
on America act, would reduce funding
for treatment for opioid use disorders
resulting in thousands more Americans
losing access to treatment and recov-
ery. It would also threaten to take
health insurance away from millions of
low-income individuals, including
those struggling with substance use
disorders and the opioid epidemic, and
it imposes a cruel and unnecessary
work requirement on Medicaid.

Now, all we are trying to say on our
side of the aisle is in this war on drugs,
mandatory sentencing, incarcerate ev-
erybody, has not worked. It didnOt
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work for other drugs. It is not going to
work for fentanyl.

At the same time, the Biden adminis-
tration has put forward a proposal, and
it has been put into bill form, the
STOP Fentanyl Act, that looks at all
of this and tries to increase treatment,
tries to increase interdiction and help
law enforcement, and tries to do more
research to see to what extent we can
find uses for synthetic fentanyl that
actually will stop, if you will, or pre-
vent overdoses from killing people.

We are just asking for a comprehen-
sive approach. | havenOt heard any-
thing from the other side of the aisle
that says you are going to do anything
more than continue with the current
law, which says that we are going to
make synthetic fentanyl part of sched-
ule 1, which is already the law, at least
until the end of next year.

All we are saying is, letOs sit down
and actually try to come up with some-
thing here on a bipartisan basis that is
going to make a difference for this
fentanyl crisis. What we have done in
the past hasnOt worked. If we are going
to just reduce funding for all of these
things, that is certainly not going to
work. That is only going to make it
worse.

| guess | am just pleading with my
colleagues on the other side of the
aisle: Rethink this. We have the time
now to come up with a comprehensive
approach that will make a difference
here. If you pass this partisan bill, it is
going to go nowhere in the Senate, it is
not going to become law, and we will
have accomplished nothing.

Mr. Chair, | urge my colleagues to
oppose this hill, and letDs look for a
comprehensive solution along the line
of what the President has proposed.

Mr. Chair, | yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Chair, | yield my-
self such time as | may consume.

My friend from New Jersey did say
that this law expires at the end of the
year. That is why we are here today to
make scheduling illicit fentanyl per-
manent.

We have to understand what the sta-
tus quo is. The status quo currently is
horrific. Before these illicit fentanyls
were scheduled, although we couldnOt
get them permanently scheduled, there
were all kinds of analogues throughout
America. That is why the DEA and oth-
ers recommended that we schedule
these, because once you change the
fentanyl molecule, unless these are
scheduled, then it becomes no longer il-
legal. These all appeared in our coun-
try, and that is why we are reacting to
it. They are scheduled now, and what
we are moving to do is to make it per-
manent.

What has happened since they were
scheduled?

They came to me, and they talked
about mass incarceration. We have
heard that today. There have been
eight people in prison under this law,
four dealing with cartels, which |
would say absolutely should be in pris-
on.
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| asked some of my law enforcement
people when | was looking into this
bill: If you have only arrested eight
people, why does it matter?

That is what they are saying on the
other side of the aisle.

What they said was the only reason
we have only arrested eight people is
because when this was put into place,
the analoguesNnot fentanyl, but the
analogues, which can be more dan-
gerousNhad disappeared from the mar-
ketplace. They are bringing in fentanyl
that is already scheduled.

The problem is, if we treat fentanyl
analogues differently than fentanyl,
they are going to reappear again. That
is why we have to put them in the same
category. If you have fentanyl subject
to mandatory minimums, but not these
analogues, then they are going to re-
appear.

We have to pass this bill, we have to
move forward, and | recommend sup-
port of this bill.

Mr. Chair, | yield back the balance of
my time.
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The Acting CHAIR. All time for gen-
eral debate has expired.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Chairman, | move
that the Committee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
GRIFFITH ) having assumed the chair,
Mr. DOE sposiTo , Acting Chair of the
Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union, reported that that
Committee, having had under consider-
ation the bill (H.R. 467) to amend the
Controlled Substances Act with respect
to the scheduling of fentanyl-related
substances, and for other purposes, had
come to no resolution thereon.

f

HONORING KELLE STRICKLAND ON
HER RETIREMENT

(Mr. GUEST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GUEST. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Kelle Strickland, who is
retiring after 20 years of service to the
House of Representatives.

Kelle is currently serving as my
counsel on the Committee on Ethics
and has spent two decades providing in-
valuable advice to Members and staff.

A native Alabamian, Kelle started
her career on the Hill as an intern. She
was quickly recognized as a leader and
served for 6 years as the legislative di-
rector to former Congressman Jo Bon-
ner. She served 5 years as chief of staff
to Congressman M ICHAEL BURGESS, 3
years as chief of staff in the Office of
House Sergeant at Arms, and the last
several years in her role as counsel to
the ranking member and later chair-
man of the House Committee of Ethics.

| could not have been able to make
the transition into my role at the Com-
mittee on Ethics without KelleOs guid-
ance. She has served as a wealth of in-
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stitutional knowledge and a trusted ad-
viser to me since last August.

KelleOs presence in the House will be
missed, but she will not go far. Kelle
will continue to be a resource to the in-
stitution at the helm of the Congres-
sional Institute, where she will un-
doubtedly enjoy continued success.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House to join
me in congratulating Kelle and thank-
ing her for her many years of service.

f

IMPORTANCE OF LOAN FORGIVE-
NESS IN BLACK COMMUNITIES

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to discuss the benefits of Presi-
dent BidenOs student loan forgiveness
plan for the Black community.

Today, American families struggle
with the high costs of higher edu-
cation. These financial burdens are
even worse in Black communities.

Black college graduates owe $25,000
more in student debt on average than
White graduates, and they owe 12.5 per-
cent more than they borrowed 4 years
after graduating.

President BidenOs plan would forgive
$10,000 to $20,000 of student loan debt
for eligible students. It would cut the
loan balance for Black graduates near-
ly in half, and it would erase the debt
for 25 percent of Black borrowers.

It is a great first step, but we must
do more. We must increase debt for-
giveness for students targeted by pred-
atory for-profit colleges regardless, and
we must create interest-free Federal
student loans to lower the financial
burdens of college.

These actions would help millions of
Black graduates pay off their loans and
get a fresh start.

f
CLOSE THE SOUTHERN BORDER

(Mr. GROTHMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, ear-
lier this week, we received a briefing as
to what was going on in the Russia-
Ukraine war, and we heard of the cal-
lousness with which President Putin
treats his own troops.

Indeed, 20,000 Russian troops recently
died to take a city that was apparently
of no important significance.

| thought, how could a President be
so callous knowing that when one of
these troops died, his parents, his sib-
lings, and perhaps his children are left
behind?

Then it occurred to me that here in
the United States of America, we had
109,000 people die of illegal drugs last
year, most of it fentanyl, and our
President seems to be willing to do al-
most nothing.

Mr. Speaker, since almost all the
drugs are coming across the southern
border, with 109,000 people dying every
year, wouldn®t you figure it is a pri-
ority to close the border? No.
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WouldnOt you think it is a priority to
arrest or put in prison those people
who are selling these drugs? No.

The major concern is to leave the
border open and not put any more peo-
ple in prison.

By the way, as far as the ability to
prevent people from selling the drugs
and putting them in prison, how many
people died of fentanyl last year in
China? None. Why? Because the minute
they try to sell it, they would be in
prison.

In any event, | call upon President
Biden to finally address the fentanyl
crisis.

f
SUPPORTING OUR KUPUNA

(Ms. TOKUDA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TOKUDA. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in support of my bill, the Keep
Kupuna Fed Act.

According to the most current data
from the USDA, 1 in 10 kupuna, or sen-
ior citizens, are experiencing hunger
and food insecurity.

SNAP has played a critical role in
preventing millions of Americans, in-
cluding our kupuna, from going hungry
in the face of a public health crisis,
supply chain disruptions, and rising in-
flation.

While the historic 8.7 percent cost-of-
living adjustment was welcome news to
more than 65 million Social Security
beneficiaries, for many kupuna, this
has resulted in a net loss.

Seniors in every one of our districts
across the country have lost or will
lose access to SNAP entirely, while
others will see a significant decrease in
benefits because of this bump in Social
Security.

That is why | introduced the Keep
Kupuna Fed Act, which would exempt
title Il Social Security benefits from
the SNAP programOs income eligibility
requirements. This ensures more
kupuna stay on SNAP and donOt go
hungry.

| invite my colleagues to join me in
helping end senior hunger and keep our
kupuna fed by supporting this impor-
tant measure.

f

HONORING MICHAEL R. MASONE

(Mr. DOESPOSITO asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. DOESPOSITO. Mr. Speaker, | rise
this evening to pay tribute to Michael
R. Masone, an ex-chief of the Island
Park Fire Department, the same de-
partment that | proudly served for the
last 23 years.

This weekend back home in Island
Park, we are going to rededicate our
beloved local beach in his honor. The
ex-Chief Michael R. Masone Beach was
named for a man who back in 1942,
when he served as chief of our great de-
partment, resigned. He resigned as
chief to do something far greater, and
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that was to serve this Nation in World
War II. He returned home and married
the love of his life, Sue, and they lived
in Island Park for decades.

He was the senior member of our de-
partment when he passed away, serving
over 70 years.

His nickname in Island Park was

OOThe Hawk,00 and we called him OOThe

HawkOO because he always kept a
watchful eye on our beloved commu-
nity.

tl)\l/lr. Speaker, | look forward this
weekend to joining neighbors, loved
ones, family, friends, and fellow Island
Parkers in, once again, paying tribute
to a true American hero, someone
whom we all aspire to be back in Island
Park, ex-Chief Michael R. Masone.

f
RECOGNIZING ANN BERRY

(Mr. PANETTA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, | recog-
nize Ann Berry, who, for the past 44
years, affected the lives of students,
teachers, and families in the Carmel
Unified School District.

This month, Ms. Berry is retiring as
Carmel High SchoolOs attendance sec-
retary, where she ensured that stu-
dents not only attended school but en-
joyed school.

She started in 1979 as a parent who
showed up to ensure that her daughter
wasnOt skipping class. She did such a
good job in that role that Carmel High
School hired her to keep other students
in school.

It was a vocation for Ms. Berry that
affected thousands of other Padres, in-
cluding my two older brothers, myself,
and now my two daughters, who attend
Carmel High School.

Through her work, our community
relied on Ms. Berry as a cop for keeping
kids in class, as a comedian for keeping
kids happy, as a counselor well aware
of teen mental health concerns, as a
coach for common sense, and as a sup-
porter of Padre athletic and academic
success.

For four decades, Ms. Berry was that
dependable school administrator. She
was that voice of reason for parents,
and she is that trusted adult for teen-
agers.

As one of her students and now as her
Congressman, | thank and congratulate
Ms. Ann Berry for her service, for her
support, and for being that solid cor-
nerstone of the Carmel High commu-
nity.

f

INVESTING IN OUR VETERANS

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, | represent nearly 50,000 vet-
erans across North CarolinaOs First
Congressional District. North Carolina
ranks 10th in the Nation for veteran-
owned small businesses.
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During Small Business Week, | intro-
duced a bipartisan package of veterans®
legislation to repay our veterans for
their sacrifice and selfless service.

The first, the Veterans Jobs Oppor-
tunity Act, introduced with Congress-
man Z ACH NUNN of lowa, provides vet-
erans starting small businesses with a
15 percent tax credit on the first $50,000
of startup costs.

The second, the Coast Guard Combat-
Injured Tax Fairness Act, introduced
with Congressman D
braska, closes a loophole in an existing
law that failed to provide Coast Guard
servicemembers with the same tax ben-
efits afforded to others.

Investing in our brave veterans while
helping the communities that need it
most should be our highest priority.

f
b 1900
CUTS TO CRITICAL SPENDING

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
OWENS ). Under the SpeakerOs an-
nounced policy of January 9, 2023, the

gentlewoman from lllinois (Mrs. R AMI -

REZ ) is recognized for 60 minutes as the
designee of the minority leader.
GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the sub-
ject of my Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from lllinois?

There was no objection.

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, | know that many of
our folks back home have been seeing
or hearing the news nonstop about the
debt ceiling and how much the health
of our economy is counting on getting
to a resolution.

Well, it is May 24 at 6:59 p.m., and be-
cause of Republicans, we donOt have a
deal because they refuse to put people
over politics.

Republicans have made this all about
political games. Quite frankly, it
seems like they are happier to play
under the guise of bipartisan negoti-
ating to cut government spending, but
there are real-life repercussions to the
theater.

Let me be absolutely clear. Speaker
KEVIN  MCCARTHY and his extreme
MAGA Republicans arendt going to be
the ones who arenOt able to afford hous-
ing or keep food on the table if they
get their way on massive cuts to essen-
tial domestic programs.

It is actually going to be everyday
people across the country, including in
the Third Congressional District of Illi-
nois, which sent me to Congress to pro-
tect them from these cruel Republican
cuts and an attack on our economy
with bad deals.

It is going to be everyday people like
Estela, a constituent of mine. Estela
arrived in Chicago 13 years ago from

ON BACON of Ne-
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Guatemala, fleeing life-threatening vi-
olence and seeking security.

Since then, she has called Chicago
home and has dedicated her time to en-
sure that others can also call it home,
providing key information to protect
rentersO rights.

Like many of the families that she
helps and like many of our constitu-
ents on both sides of the aisle, EstelaOs
family depended on Federal housing
funding to keep her home during the
pandemic.

Now, as the cost of living keeps ris-
ing, she finds herself confronting the
same exact problem as many other
families: How do we pay rent? How to
keep a place to live?

She says, OOt is very difficult to see
so many people be displaced from their
homes because of the rising costs of
rent. The cost of living is a problem
that is affecting many families like
mine. | have four children, and it is
very difficult to afford extremely high
rent and also afford our other neces-
sities.00

Now, you see, part of what makes
EstelaOs experience so powerful is that
this is the experience of so many every-
day people.

People are already struggling. They
are already trying to spread their pay-
check for enough to cover the mort-
gage, the rent, feeding their children,
utilities, the essential basics we all
need and deserve.

EstelaOs story of struggling with
housing costs while still working to
help others in her community keeps me
rooted in why we do everything in our
power to protect our constituents from
the Republican-made debt limit crisis.

What Republicans are doing right
now is reckless, and it is irresponsible,
and it is all to guarantee their ability
to try to win politically in 2024.

They are wiling to gamble with
working peopleOs livelihoods and the
global economy. Republicans would
rather default on the debt than come
to an agreement that protects critical
investments in our community across
Social Security, SNAP benefits, vet-
eran healthcare, housing, Medicaid,
and more.

Republicans want to stick it to work-
ing people to bear the burden of ter-
rible cuts instead of making billion-
aires and big corporations pay their
fair share.

The question for me continues to be
why?

Why is it that they are far more in-
terested in protecting billionaires and
corporations than the constituents
they represent?

The Republican Party has a Repub-
lican-made problem, and Progressives
are clear. We are not going to sell out
our communities for a bad deal.

Tonight, | will be joined by fellow
Progressive colleagues who will share
stories from their own constituents be-
cause we have too much at stake to
give in to cruel Republican demands.

| am pleased to yield to my col-
leagues who will share their personal
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testimonies from their own constitu-
ents and why we need to protect our
communities from Republican cuts and
bad deals.

| yield to the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania, (Mr.D  ELUZIO ).

Mr. DELUZIO. Mr. Speaker, the bill
our Republican colleagues forced
through the House, the default on
America act, is rubbish.

They are threatening to push our
economy off a cliff unless we slash the
basic functions of government by mas-
sive amounts, but they are protecting
tax cuts for billionaires.

It is the very definition of fiscal irre-
sponsibility and recklessness. In the
bill forced through several weeks ago
with no Democratic votes, with four
Republicans voting against it, House
Republicans voted for massive cuts
with zero protections for veteransO
healthcare, for rail safety, for Meals on
Wheels for seniors, and so much more.

They voted to pull back $2 billion
from the VA. That is a cut. Now, their
appropriations bill underfunds the Cost
of War Toxic Exposure Fund by nearly
$15 million. If they didnOt want to fund
veteransO® care, they shouldnOt have
sent Americans off to 20 years of war.

Do you know why Republicans are
taking these extreme positions, these
unpopular positions the American peo-
ple do not want?

Because what matters most to them
is protecting tax cuts for the uber
wealthy and for the largest and most
powerful corporations in this country.

Former President Obama once said,
there could be an asteroid coming to
Earth, and the Republican plan and re-
sponse would be tax cuts for the ultra-
wealthy.

It is true. They are for the big cor-
porations and the rich and powerful.
That is who they are. That is their core
value.

This approach is fiscally irrespon-
sible. What is more, their economic
plan is not working for the people.
Their tired, trickle-down fairy tale has
been ripping us all off, starving the
government of revenue, and has led to
massive gaps in equality.

Wall Street, big corporations, CEOs,
they have done just fine. The American
people, not so much. This Republican
economic vision is kiling the Amer-
ican Dream.

It is driving up huge deficits in our
government. It guts the core things our
government does but makes sure that
the richest people and companies in
this country can still avoid paying
their fair share in taxes.

Every Member of this body pays the
same amount in taxes toward Social
Security as Elon Musk. You can look it
up. He is one of the richest men in the
history of the world.

Elon Musk and all of his billionaire
pals should be paying their fair share.
They are not because Republicans want
them to use the Federal Government to
subsidize extreme wealth and corporate
power.

Let me be clear. This is not about
punishing success and demonizing the

wealthy. It is about fairness and fiscal
responsibility.

Many of my House Republican col-
leagues donOt want to admit the path
to longer-term fiscal health in the
budget is to actually tax the ultra-rich
at historically normal rates.

LetOs consider Republican President
Dwight Eisenhower; hardly a radical. |
donOt think anyone here would call him
a socialist.

Under  his  administration, the
wealthiest Americans paid a top mar-
ginal tax rate of over 90 percent.
Today, it is 37 percent.

We are at historically low tax rates
for the most powerful, the wealthiest
people in this country, and for the big-
gest and most powerful corporations. It
is not an accident. It is by Republican
design.

LetOs look back at the 2017 Trump
tax cuts that | am seeing handed out to
the richest Americans and biggest cor-
porations.

The bill was a massive wealth trans-
fer to billionaires but also raised the
deficit by almost 2 trillionNwith a tN
dollars. It gave so many of the benefits
to the top 1 percent. Everyone knows
the American people are being ripped
off by this.

We can feel the dark reality, that the
American Dream keeps getting pulled
away while Republicans help billion-
aires and huge corporations cash out
on the publicOs dime.

It is far past time for a change to
real fiscal responsibility. Instead, Re-
publicans are now proposing slash-and-
burn cuts, defunding the government
while urging the public to not look be-
hind the curtain at their priorities for
revenue.

Our colleagues know they are holding
the economy hostage to protect these
massive tax cuts and handouts to the
most powerful, the richest people who
have ever walked the planet Earth.

They are holding AmericaOs full faith
and credit hostage to cut things that
make your life better: programs like
rail safety inspections, air traffic con-
trol towers, IRS auditors charged with
tracking down tax cheats.

Republicans are literally threatening
to blow up the American economy un-
less we agree to slash nearly every-
thing in government, but they want to
protect tax cuts for billionaires.

They still expect us to buy into this
utterly discredited nonsense known as
trickle-down economics. It is a fairy
tale. It has never worked. It doesnOt
work.

We should be creating an economy
that rewards hard work, not just
wealth. That means taking on cor-
porate power and putting people first.

We should be fighting for the com-
mon good and investing in our shared
prosperity, not just the rich and power-
ful.

That means instead of slashing the
heart of government, we should make
the wealthiest Americans pay their fair
share.

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Mr. Speaker, | yield
to the gentleman from New York (Mr.
GOLDMAN ).
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Mr. GOLDMAN of New York. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to discuss the Re-
publican efforts to extort President
Biden and the American people.

As a former prosecutor who pros-
ecuted the Italian mob for extortion, |
do not use that term lightly, but that
is exactly what the Republicans are
doing to hold America hostage to their
extreme views.

Make no mistake about it: House Re-
publicans would never pass the draco-
nian spending cuts that they are push-
ing if they had to go through the reg-
ular budget and appropriations process
with a Democratic-controlled Senate
and a Democrat in the White House,
and they know that. That is why they
are using the threat of default on our
debts, which would devastate our econ-
omy, to extract concessions that they
would otherwise never get.

You donOt have to take my word for
it. One Republican Member said just
yesterday, OOWhy would we negotiate
with our hostage?00

To understand how unreasonable and
how twisted their rationale is, consider
the SpeakerOs response when asked by
a reporter what concessions he has of-
fered Democrats.

He stated one thing in response:
Raising the debt ceiling.

That is not a concession. That is
their constitutional duty to maintain
the full faith and credit of the United
States.

Our deficit is where it is today large-
ly because of the excessive spending
and serious, severe tax cuts that the
Trump administration implemented.

These same Republicans had no prob-
lem raising the debt limit three times
without demanding any spending cuts.

Republicans have a responsibility to
ensure that we pay our debts, created
on their watch, so we dondt default and
so the global economy does not crater,
which would cause millions of Ameri-
cans to lose their jobs, their benefits,
their healthcare, their food, and their
education.

We could raise the debt ceiling today
if any five Republicans had the courage
to stand up to the most extreme voices
in their party who view the default on
our debts and the catastrophic effect it
would have on the global economy as
an objective in and of itself.

Our Constitution states that the va-
lidity of the public debt authorized by
law shall not be questioned. Yet, Re-
publicans insist that this constitu-
tional obligation does not apply to
them.

We must stop playing politics with
our global economy, and we must stand
strong because we cannot and will not
negotiate with extortionists.

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Mr. Speaker, | thank
Congressmen G OLDMAN and D ELuzIO for
the work they are doing in their dis-
tricts, the work that they do here in
Congress, and for their commitment to
our country, to our communities before
the politics that we are seeing before
us today.

| keep hearing Speaker M CCARTHY
say in one of his many interviews he
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does a dayNhe spends a lot more time,
| think, on interviews than actually
negotiating or working with us. | hear:
We donOt want an increase to the debt
limit.

Well, let me break down what Repub-
licans want. Republicans insist that we
spend less, but that actually equates
into spending less on public housing,
on food assistance, on Medicaid, on
other fundamental programs like vet-
eransO healthcare, like supporting our
kids, our families, our communities.

There are no cuts to the multibillion-
dollar defense weapons contractors,
though. However, everyday constitu-
ents that sent us here, they should get
those cuts. .

The RepublicansO framework imposes
drastic cuts that would result in a 33
percent cut in 2024 to what | said, like
housing, healthcare, education, and so
much more. They would put 780,000
people out of work and cost more than
1 million jobs.

b 1915

It would strip up to 21 million Ameri-
cans of Medicaid coverage.

It would deny access to affordable
college to 60,000 people.

It would kick 200,000 children off of
Head Start.

It would force 100,000 families to lose
access to childcare.

It would rob 1.2 million women, in-
fants, and children of nutrition assist-
ance.

It would remove rental assistance
from 640,000 families and evict 430,000
more from public housing.

Republicans are willing to put the
lives and livelihoods of the American
people at risk. This is not just counter-
productive; it is cruel.

This plan would pull hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars out of the economy, and
it could contribute to a recession, in-
creasing the deficit that they so des-
perately want to addressNor it is what
they say.

These are the choices that they are
presenting: Default on America or a
debt ceiling increase under their terms.
That is it.

Here is the thing: The American peo-
ple know that those are not the only
options. Those two are not the only
two choices. There are other choices,
from making the wealthy pay their fair
share to getting a discharge petition to
the floor with the help of just one, two,
three, four, five sensible, reasonable
Republicans. That is it. Five Repub-
licans. They could be from New York;
they could be from California; they
could be from Texas. Five people from
the other side of the aisle could end
this hostage experience of the Amer-
ican people and stop punishing their
own constituents by signing onto the
discharge petition or we can utilize the
14th Amendment.

From day one, progressives have been
the most responsible and loudest voices
in defending working families from Re-
publican extreme behavior. That is
why the CPC publicly called for raising
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the debt ceiling last fall. That is why

CPC members were the first to sign the
discharge petition to force a vote on
the clean debt ceiling, and it is why we
will continue to call out Republican

games and hostage-taking.

That is why we convened this Special
Order hour for the Congressional Pro-
gressive Caucus, and | thank my col-
leagues who have joined me today and
many others who are wrapped up in
picking up calls from constituents who
are calling and asking, what does this
mean for my healthcare come June 1?
What does this mean for my ability to
get nutritional benefits come June 2?

In conclusion, the looming debt ceil-
ing crisis has been significantly exacer-
bated by the RepublicansO approach
and their steadfast commitment to
place party politics above the well-
being of everyday people across our Na-
tion.

As the June 1 deadline rapidly ap-
proaches, we all must recognize the
gravity of the situation, and we have
to demand immediate action that pro-
tects people over politics. The Repub-
licans are holding the livelihood of
Americans as prisoners.

According to the Center on Budget
and Policy Priorities, the Republicans®
default on America act would cost
States and local communities an aston-
ishing $1.3 trillion. This would be disas-
trous for food access, for housing sup-
port, and for the overall well-being of
our society.

| am profoundly grateful and hum-
bled by the courage of constituents of
mine, such as Rachel from Mount Pros-
pect, lllinois, who took the time to
reach out and express her concerns, re-
affirming my commitment to effec-
tively representing their best interests
in this negotiation.

Rachel shared: OO am really worried
about the debt ceiling increase not
being passed, or if it is passed that
Democrats will have to give in to ex-
tortion and agree to cut Medicaid, vet-
eran programs, and climate provisions.

OOcCongresswoman, please do not let
Democrats and President Biden cave to
House Republican extortion on the
debt limit.

OOQIf Democrats betray us by doing so,
Republicans will simply do this every
single time. DonOt give in. Please vote
only for a clean debt ceiling.00

| say thank you to Rachel. Our
shared call to action is clear. It is
about 7:20 p.m. For my colleagues on
the other side of the aisle, if they are
watching, hearing, complaining about
me talking about essential programs
that might be cut, if you are hearing
from your constituents who are just
saying to you: We are tired of Wash-
ington politics, do your job.

Well, | invite you to do your job, to
join us, to actually negotiate and com-
promise to make sure that the Amer-
ican people are our priority, and not
just politics of who can get over the
other or a Congressman from Florida
talking about you donOt negotiate with
a hostage.


Jennifer Briney
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The American people refuse to be
hostages of politics in this country
anymore, and this is why | call every
one of my colleagues: Have the cour-
age, have the ability, and put your con-
stituents above the politics. Join us.
All we need is five of you. .

LetOs be reasonable. LetOs refuse to
play into extremism. LetOs put people
over politics. Sign the discharge peti-
tion. All we need is five more patriots.
Who will these courageous patriots be?
Who will these servants be? That is the
question.

Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance
of my time.

f

FENTANYL EPIDEMIC WREAKS
HAVOC

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the SpeakerOs announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Ala-
bama (Mr. S TRONG ) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. STRONG. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to include ex-
traneous material on the subject of
this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BURLISON ). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Alabama?

There was no objection.

Mr. STRONG. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today because
fentanyl is an epidemic in America. In
counties and cities across America,
families are being destroyed by
fentanyl overdoses. Doctors and nurses
in emergency departments throughout
our country see it every day. Para-
medics, emergency medical techni-
cians, police officers, and deputy sher-
iffs see it on the front line.

China provides precursors to Mexico,
who, in turn, produces this deadly
drug. We have seen what happens next.
Every day mules illegally cross the
U.S. border by the thousands, bringing
fentanyl to communities across our
country. It is killing 300 people every
day.

The Secretary of Homeland Security
has testified before Members of this
body that we have operational control
of the southern border. Americans
know the truth. At this rate, fentanyl
is on track to steal an entire genera-
tion from our country.

As a first responder, licensed emer-
gency medical technician for more
than 34 years, | have seen it up close. |
have personally had to shoot Narcan up
the noses of children in an effort to
save their lives. That is something that
no child should have to experience and
no parent should have to witness.

According to the CDC, fentanyl is 50
times stronger than heroin and 100
times stronger than morphine. So far
in fiscal year 2023, Customs and Border
Patrol have seized over 17,000 pounds of
fentanyl coming across the southern
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border. Again, in 2023, Customs and
Border Patrol have seized 17,000 pounds
of fentanyl coming across the southern
border.

This year Madison County, Alabama,
which | represent, is reporting 25 con-
firmed fentanyl overdoses through the
coronerOs office with 35 suspected over-
dose cases pending.

The devastation this drug is leaving
as it infects the United States is some-
thing to be mourned. | can say this
gruesome nature of fentanyl is destroy-
ing lives, families, and communities. It
does not discriminate.

More and more often we see other
dangerous drugs such as methamphet-
amine, heroin, cocaine, and even mari-
juana, being laced with fentanyl with-
out the knowledge of the user.

In the wake of surge in illegal immi-
gration and drug smuggling at the
southern border, we are at risk to wit-
ness unprecedented spikes in fentanyl
overdoses. Fentanyl is already running
rampant in our country, and we must
take action. My concerns reflect those
of my own constituents and countless
others around the United States, espe-
cially those who live and have been for-
ever changed by fentanyl.

To solve problems, you must first
admit you have one. We have gotten
here because of this administrationOs
reckless border policies. | am proud of
the legislation that we have come to-
gether to advance in the House this
Congress. We must continue to look for
ways to equip law enforcement with es-
sential tools to stop the spread of
fentanyl and give us the support we
need on more research of this vicious
drug.

Mr. Speaker, | yield to the gentleman
from Utah (Mr.O  WENS).

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, | am proud
to join my friend, Representative D ALE
STRONG , and many of my Republican
colleagues today in full support of the
HALT Fentanyl Act.

Last year, the Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration seized 379 million deadly
doses of fentanyl. This week 30,000
fentanyl pills, enough to kill 1.8 mil-
lion people, were recovered in Utah
during a routine traffic stop.

This deadly drug is pouring across
our southern border and wreaking
havoc in communities across the coun-
try.

Fentanyl is now the number one
cause of death for young people aged 18
to 45 and poses more danger to young
Americans than COVID, car accidents,
and suicide combined.

The Biden administration and open-
border Democrats have for 2 years ig-
nored the border security crisis and the
surge in drug trafficking. AmericaOs
misery has become the DemocratsO po-
litical strategy.

The HALT Fentanyl Act delivers on
one of the House RepublicansO pledges
under our Commitment to America, a
Nation that is safe.

The HALT Fentanyl Act will perma-
nently classify fentanyl-related sub-
stances into schedule | of the Con-
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trolled Substances Act and close the
criminal code loophole to apply the
current minimum sentencing for illicit
drugs to fentanyl.

It also empowers law enforcement
with the tools needed to keep these
dangerous drugs off our streets.

It will support research efforts to un-
derstand the effects of fentanyl-related
substances on the health of Americans.

The House GOP recently passed Se-
cure the Border ActNthe strongest bor-
der security legislative package in
AmericaOs historyNto address the bor-
der security crisis, increase Border Pa-
trol agents, and to end the flow of
deadly fentanyl.

These two landmark pieces of legisla-
tion will finally tackle the ever-wors-
ening catastrophe at the border, save
American lives from deadly drugs, and
support our law enforcement officers
who risk their lives to protect and
serve our communities.

| urge the Biden administration and
my colleagues across the aisle to sup-
port these commonsense, innovative
solutions to our NationOs most pressing
challenges.

Mr. STRONG. Mr. Speaker, | yield to
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. C

b 1930

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, | thank the
gentleman from Alabama for putting
this Special Order hour together and
for the great work he is doing to rep-
resent Alabama.

Mr. Speaker, everyone knows that
our government spending is completely
out of control and that Congress has
too often prioritized wants over needs
while American families continue to
struggle. It needs to stop now.

House Republicans are prioritizing
good governance and are actively
working to put this country back on
the path of fiscal responsibility.

We did our job when we passed the
Limit, Save, Grow Act weeks ago to re-
sponsibly raise the debt ceiling and, far
more importantly, to cut out-of-con-
trol spending and burdensome regula-
tions on American workers, industries,
and the creative industry that this Na-
tion has.

We are fighting for policies that put
more money back in the pockets of
hardworking Americans. We want to
save the American people money by
cutting funding for woke, weaponized
spending and cutting inflationary
spending by $1 trillion in the first year
and almost $5 trillion over the next 10
years.

We want to protect the American
people from being the target of 87,000
new agents hired by the IRS.

We want to ensure that the American
people have reliable energy.

Just a couple of years ago, we were
energy dominant. We do not want to
enter the world where because of the
green new delusion that benefits China,
the leftist elite, and big corporationsN
we do not want to live in that world
where the American people have to
wonder if they have a reliable source of
energy.
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We want to guarantee that the Amer-
ican people who either choose not to
attend collegeNthey go into a field of
their choosingNand people who respon-
sibly have paid off their student loans
wonOt be footing the bill for those who
go to elite universities and often take
career paths that donOt lead to good
jobs or a sustainable future.

What do Biden and the left want?
More government, more spending, more
inflation, more corporate subsidies,
and less freedom.

We have made it clear that cutting
woke, weaponized spending is a must to
govern our Nation responsibly. Our Na-
tion cannot afford it.

There are so many examples. We
want to strengthen our border. We
want safe communities. We want to
solve the fentanyl crisis.

We just heard a lot of talking from
the left that the sky will fall if we get
back to fiscal responsibility. Just
today, the U.S. Embassy in Brazil put
out this tweet of a video of our Em-
bassy teaching people how to say their
proper pronouns. That is not the role of
the State Department.

The State Department helps to en-
sure that we have strong national secu-
rity and that we have strong allies, and
in the words of one of the people who
responded to it: | identify as a U.S. tax-
payer, and | would like you to stop
funding this craziness.

Mr. Speaker, we are focused on get-
ting back to good governance. We are
focused on putting this country back
on the path of responsibility. | urge the
administration to come to the table
sooner rather than later to address this
debt ceiling and issue the beginning
steps of getting this country back in
order.

This is our moment. This countryOs
fiscal future is on the brink, and the
success of the American worker is on
the brink. We need to hold the line.

Mr. STRONG. Mr. Speaker, | thank
the Congressman for his remarks.

Mr. Speaker, | yield to the distin-
guished gentleman from Texas (Mr.
BABIN ).

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, | appreciate
and thank the gentleman from Ala-
bama for having this Special Order
hour.

Mr. Speaker, we are here tonight to
shed light on the fentanyl crisis that
continues ravaging communities na-
tionwide. | must say, | am infuriated
when | think about this.

More than 100,000 Americans over-
dose each vyear, most dying from
fentanyl poisoning and fentanyl-laced
drugs. It is estimated that China is
fully responsible for nearly all the il-
licit fentanyl in the United States. Bei-
jing has literally launched a chemical
war on the United States of America.

Instead of demanding accountability,
the administration under Biden con-
tinues promoting policies that actually
increase our dependency on China, the
very nation working tirelessly to en-
sure our annihilation.

Wait, there is more. Not only do we
know where the drug comes from, but
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we know how it is getting into the
country. About 90 percent of fentanyl
flows across and through our open
southern border, the same border that
President Biden has gone out of his
way to destroy and erase.

Who is in control of our border now,
bringing this poison into our people?
The Mexican drug cartels, that is who.

It only takes 1D16th of a teaspoon of
fentanyl to kill a person, an amount so
minuscule that it can fit into Abraham
LincolnOs ear on a U.S. penny.

| am a healthcare provider, a dentist.
| have done hospital dentistry in my
career. Fentanyl does not belong on
the streets. It belongs in the operating
room.

Border Patrol has already seized
enough fentanyl this fiscal year alone
to kill over 3.1 billion people. So ask
yourselves, what kind of President
knows this information and continues
to look the other way?

We are already witnessing a death
toll equivalent to 9/11 every 15 days be-
cause of this deadly drug. How many
more stories must we hear from par-
ents who are mourning a child who has
overdosed on a counterfeit pill that had
fentanyl in it? How many more Ameri-
cans must die for this President to fi-
nally act?

Every single Member of Congress
should be outraged by Joe BidenOs inac-
tion and exacerbation of this horrible
crisis. It truly is despicable.

Mr. President, hold China account-
able, secure our southern border, and
save American lives.

Mr. STRONG. Mr. Speaker, | yield to
the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
M ORAN ).

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, | thank
the gentleman from Alabama for yield-
ing.

Every year, Mr. Speaker, thousands
of Americans lose their lives as a result
of fentanyl-related overdoses.

| rise today to bring added attention
to the fentanyl crisis, a crisis that has
affected every corner of America, in-
cluding the 17 counties in east Texas
that | represent.

Since the introduction of this drug in
our Nation almost a decade ago, thou-
sands of kids and teenagers have
overdosed on this dangerous substance.

Since 2020, over 3,300 Texans have

lost their lives in fentanyl-related
overdoses. That is 3,300 too many lives
snuffed out before they can fulfill their
calling in this life.

Mr. Speaker, before coming to Con-
gress to combat the opioid crisis in
Texas, | worked with a small group of
other interested parties to help nego-
tiate what became known as the Texas
Term Sheet, something that estab-
lished a settlement structure for
opioid-related claims in the State. It
worked to ensure that State and local
governments, along with regional
health districts, could work together
to reach global settlements with bad
actors and then use that money specifi-
cally for activities to combat the ex-
panding causes and effects of opioid ad-

dictions. Now, as a Congressman, | con-
tinue this fight.

Earlier this year, | introduced legis-
lation that would require the President
to impose sanctions on Mexican indi-
viduals, such as cartel members and
corrupt Mexican officials who are in-
volved with the manufacture, distribu-
tion, and transport of illicit fentanyl.

It is past time that we hold these indi-
viduals personally accountable for
their roles in the deaths of thousands
of Americans.

Today, | am proud to stand here and
express my full support for the HALT
Fentanyl Act, which would classify
fentanyl-related substances as schedule
| narcotics, the most serious and dan-
gerous classification of a drug, and es-
tablish a refined process for research
on these drugs, ensuring that compa-
nies and researchers entrusted with ac-
cess to these drugs do not abuse this
access.

This is a steady and strong step in
the right direction, but it is just a
small step. There is much more for this
Congress to do.

While these measures do not bring
back those we have lost, they are a
step, as | said, in the right direction to
ensure that we do not lose any more
lives, any more young lives, any more
lives of any age to these lethal drugs.

Let us stand together in this fight.
Let us work against this demon of
fentanyl.

Mr. STRONG. Mr. Speaker, | thank
those who have participated in this
Special Order hour.

Mr. Speaker, as | said, | speak first-
hand as an emergency medical techni-
cian for 34 years in town. We have seen
so many things occur, so many families
that have been affected.

| can tell you this, as a member of
the House Armed Services Committee
and also the committees that have
gone to the border, you start looking
at what we saw firsthand and just try-
ing to protect our country.

We were there at the southern border
for about 5 minutes at a point of entry.

In less than 5 minutes, here comes a
vehicle. What would you imagine? Sev-
enty pounds of cocaine right in front of
12 United States Congressmen.

We went again to McAllen, Texas,
and had a full committee hearingNor
what was supposed to have been a full
committee hearing. It was only Repub-
licans who showed up.

Mr. Speaker, the only way that we
can solve problems is to admit that we
have a problem and then work together
to solve it. It is obvious that we have a
problem with thousands of pounds com-
ing across the southern border, and we
have to act on it.

Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance
of my time.

f

JOINT RESOLUTION PRESENTED
TO THE PRESIDENT

Cheryl L. Johnson, Clerk of the
House, reported that on May 18, 2023,
the following joint resolution was pre-
sented to the President of the United
States for approval:
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'H.J. Res. 42. Disapproving the action of the ADJOURNMENT p.m.), under its previous order, the
District of Columbia Council in approving Mr. STRONG. Mr. Speaker, | move House adjourned until tomorrow,

the Comprehensive Policing and Justice Re-

Thursday, May 25, 2023, at 9 a.m.
form Amendment Act of 2022.

that the House do now adjourn.
The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 oOclock and 40 minutes

EXPENDITURE REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL

Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for Official Foreign Travel during the first and sec-
ond quarters of 2023, pursuant to Public Law 95D384, are as follows:

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, DR. BRIAN MONAHAN, EXPENDED BETWEEN APR. 2 AND AP

Date Per diefn Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign  equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S.
currenéy currenéy currency currency
Dr. Brian Monahan ... 4/2 4/3 Japan . 723.28 3) 723.28
Dr. Brian Monahan 4/4 4/6 Korea .. 674.00 3) 674.00
Dr. Brian Monahan ... 4/6 4/8 Taiwan 739.31 3 739.31
COMMIEE tOLAl ...ocveiiiiicicccicciiiiis s e e ——————— 2,136.59 i i e s ——— 2,136.59

1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals.
2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.
3Military air transportation.
HON. KEVIN McCARTHY, May 12, 2023.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, DELEGATION TO THE UNITED KINGDOM, EXPENDED BETWEEN FEB

Date Per diefn Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign  equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S.
currenéy currenéy currency currency
Alan Thompson 2/11 2/16  England 2,104.00 828.75 245.34 3,178.0
Jamie Crotts 2/12 2/16  England ... 1,931.00 824.05 245.35 3,000.4

Committee total 4,035.00 1,652.80 490.69 6,178.49......

1pPer diem constitutes lodging and meals.
2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.
HON. KEVIN McCARTHY, Apr. 10, 2023.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, HOUSE OF IRERRB&ERITAT,ZES3 EXPEND

Date Per diefn Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign  equivalent Foreign equivalent or Foreign equivalent Foreign  equivalent
P currency or U.S. currency currency or U.S. currency or U.S.
currenéy currency currency currency
Hon. MiKe ROQEIS .....ccviiiiiiiniiiieieeee e 2/10 2/11  Greece ..
2/11 2/13  Romania .............
2/13 2/14  Poland ........
Hon. John Garamendi .........cccccvviiiiininiiinicnn, 2/10 2/11
2/11 2/13 Romania .............
2/13 2/14  Poland ........
Hon. Donald NOrCross ..........ccccecvviiiininccncniininns 2/10 2/11
2/11 2/13  Romania .............
2/13 2/14  Poland
Hon. Mark AIford ........cccccooviiiiiniiiiicicee 2/10 2/11
2/11 2/13  Romania .............
2/13 2/14  Poland ........
Hon. Lisa MCCIaIN .......cccooviiriieieninieieeseeeeees 2/10 2/11
2/11 2/13  Romania .............
2/13 2/14  Poland ........
Mr. Chris VIgSON .......ccccviiiiiiiiiiiccicnccs 2/10 2/11
2/11 2/13 Romania .............
2/13 2/14  Poland ........
Mr. James Vallario ...........cccocovvcciiiiiiiiisccne 2/10 2/11
2/11 2/13  Romania ............. *3,956.76 ..
2/13 2/14  POIANG ..o *1,773.21
Mr. Craig Greene .........ccocovvviiiininiercieiniiieieineceens 2/10 2/11 .
2/11 2/14  Djibouti ..
2/16

United Ar
.. Bahrian

...... . 15,998.27
Ms. Katy Quinn 1 2/11  Kenya . .
2/11 2/14  Dijibouti ............ 1,123.18
2/14 2/16  United Arab Emirates . 811.70
Bahrian . 595.10
...... . **15,998.27 15,998.27
Mr. Mark Morehouse 2/11  Kenya .00
2/11 2/14  DJIDOULE ..o e 1,242.00
e **13,972.29
Mr. Joe Bartlett ... 2/10 2/11
i E .

Mr. William T. Johnson 2/10 2/11  Kenya

2/11 2/14  Djibouti ................

2/14 2/16  United Arab Emirates

. Bahrian .
..... . **15,998.27

Mr. Michael Kirlin . 2/11  Kenya ..

2/11 2/14  Dijibouti ..

2/16

United Ar
.. Bahrian

595.10
15,998.27
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REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, HOUSE OF IRERBEGERTAT,ZES3EXPENDE

Continued
Date Per diefn Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign  equivalent Foreign equivalent or Foreign equivalent Foreign  equivalent
P currency or U.S. currency u.s. currency or U.S. currency or U.S.
currencéy currency currency currency
Mr. Patrick NeVINS ......ccccvviriiiiicreccceeeecee e 2/10 2/11  Kenya . 219.00 s e e
2/11 2/14  Djibouti ............ . 1,123.18
2/14 2/16  United Arab Emirates 811.70 *291.00 ...
. . ... Bahrian 595.10.... . *190.82
. .o e . . **15,998.27 (R
Mr. 1an Bennitt ......ccccooeveveienecncnes . 2/11 2/14  Japan 1,116.00 - s e
2/14 2/16  Singapore ..
Mr. Phil MacNaughton Y ¢ R 214" Japan ... 1,079.71
2/14 2/16  Singapore

Mr. Kyle Noyes - om 214" Japan ... P 1,116.00 .. L
2/14 2/16  Singapore ..... 858. . R
MS. Kelly GOGYIN covvvveveeeeeeeereeeeesssseeeeeeseeseessssnsennnee Do 2114 Ja'p'an ........... . 1,079.71

2/16  Singapore
ToimaTt 2/14" Japan |
2/16  Singapore ..

Mr. Forrest McConnell ... 1,079.71

1.221.00 ..
...... 1,206.65

Mr. Glen Diehl

Singaﬁore .

Mr. David Giachetti 1.221.00 ..

...... 1,206.65
Ms. Hannah Kaufman . 1,221'.00 .

...... 1,206.65
Ms. Ilka Regino .. 1,221.00

...... 1,20

Mr. Mark Morehouse 1,096.00

15,990.05

MS. Katy QUINN ....eeceeeeeeeeeeseeseeeeeeeeeeeeeees ! . 1,096.00 *1285.53 .2,381.53..
. . e 15,990.05

Mr. Chris Vieson 3/10 3/13  Jordan 1,000.95 ..1,000.95
3/13 3/15  Dijibouti ..
3/15 3/15 Somalia ..
Kenya ...
3/13
Djibouti ..
Somalia ..
Kenya ...

ES

. Brian Garrett 1,006.95
735.7

3/13
Djibouti ..
Somalia ..
Kenya ...

ES

. Walker Bartlett

1,000.95
7

B ... 11,068.35
¥4475

ES

3/13
Djibouti
Somalia ..
Kenya ...

3/13
Germany
Poland ...

3/13
Germany

Poland ...

. Patrick Nevins .... Jordan

NoHtvay ......

ES

. Patrick Nevins

ES

. Michael Kirlin

ES

. lan Bennitt

Germany
Poland ...
313
Germany
Poland ...

313" Norway ...
Germany
Poland

Ms. Kelly Goggin

ES

. Kyle Noyes

Ms. Jeanine Womble

Germany

Committee total .........cccviiiiiiiiiiiiiiis s

1pPer diem constitutes lodging and meals.
2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.
*Indicates Delegation cost.
**Commercial transportation.
HON. MIKE ROGERS, May 1, 2023.

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS Mr. J OHNSON of Georgia, and Ms. Mr. J OHNSON of Georgia, and Ms.
MENG ): MENG ):
Under clause 2 of rule Xll, public H.R. 3619. A bill to amend the Federal H.R. 3620. A bill to amend the Public
bills and resolutions of the following Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to ban certain Health Service Act with respect to cosmetic
. . substances in cosmetic products, and for safety, with an emphasis on communities of
titles were 'ntrOdlfced and severally re- other purposes; to the Committee on Energy color and professional salon workers, and for
ferred, as follows: and Commerce. other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
By Ms. SCHAKOWSKY (for herself, By Ms. SCHAKOWSKY (for herself, Ms. and Commerce, and in addition to the Com-
Mrs. F LETCHER , Ms. N ORTON, Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER , Ms. N ORTON, Ms. mittee on Education and the Workforce, for

TLAB , Ms. V ELAZQUEZ , Mr. G RIJALVA , TLAB , Ms. V ELAZQUEZ , Mr. G RIJALVA , a period to be subsequently determined by
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the Speaker, in each case for consideration
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Ms. SCHAKOWSKY (for herself, Ms.
MATSUI , Ms. N ORTON , Ms. T LAIB , Ms.
VELA“ZQUEZ , Mr. G RIJALVA , Mr. J OHN-
SON of Georgia, and Ms. M ENG):

H.R. 3621. A bill to amend title VI of the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to
provide for greater transparency with re-
spect to fragrance and flavor ingredients in
cosmetics, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Ms. SCHAKOWSKY (for herself, Ms.
NORTON, Ms. T LAIB , Ms. V ELAZQUEZ ,
Mr. G RIJALVA , Mr. J OHNSON of Geor-
gia, and Ms. M ENG):

H.R. 3622. A bill to amend title VI of the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to en-
sure the supply chain transparency needed
for companies to make safe cosmetics, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

By Ms. UNDERWOOD (for herself, Ms.
BONAMICI , and Mr. H ORSFORD ):

H.R. 3623. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to establish a national
graduate nurse education program; to the
Committee on Ways and Means, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. YAKYM (for himself and Ms.

TITUS ):

H.R. 3624. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide that floor plan
financing includes the financing of certain
trailers and campers; to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

By Ms. BONAMICI (for herself, Ms.
BALINT , Mr. F ROST, Ms. B ARRAGAN,
Ms. T OKuDA , Ms. D AviDs of Kansas,
Ms. S CANLON , Mr. P OCAN, Ms. N OR-
TON, Ms. W ILLIAMS of Georgia, Mr.
LYNCH, Ms. T ITUS , Mr. P ANETTA , Mr.
BLUMENAUER , Ms. S CHAKOWSKY , Ms.
JACOBS, Ms. T LAIB , Mr. D ESAULNIER ,
Ms. M ENG, Mr. M OSKOWITZ , Mrs. W AT -
SON COLEMAN , Mr. C ARDENAS , Mr.
JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms. P INGREE ,
Ms. G ARCIA of Texas, Mr. Q UIGLEY ,

Ms. S ANCHEZ , Mr. S WALWELL , Ms.
McCoLLuM , Ms. B usH, Ms. L EE of
California, Mr. H IGGINS of New York,
Mrs. H AYES, Mr. C ASTEN , Ms. L oIS
FRANKEL of Florida, Mr. B OWMAN , Ms.
LEee of Pennsylvania, and Mr. C AR -
SON):
H.R. 3625. A bill to amend the Older Ameri-
cans Act of 1965 to provide equal treatment
of LGBTQI older individuals, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Education
and the Workforce.
By Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi (for
himself and Mr. C ARTER of Lou-

isiana):

H.R. 3626. A bill to amend the Post-Katrina
Emergency Management Reform Act of 2006
to set training requirements on eligibility
for certain emergency management perform-
ance grants, and for other purposes; to the

Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.
By Mr. BANKS:

H.R. 3627. A bill to establish the Presi-
dentOs Council on Improving Federal Civic
Architecture, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

By Mrs.
SHERRILL

BICE (for herself, Ms.
, Ms. S LOTKIN , Ms. J ACOBS,
and Mr. P FLUGER ):
H.R. 3628. A bill to amend titles 10 and 38,
United States Code, to extend certain bene-
fits to members of the National Guard who
incur disabilities while performing State ac-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD NHOUSE

tive duty; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices, and in addition to the Committee on
Veterans® Affairs, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. BUCHANAN:

H.R. 3629. A bill to amend the Controlled
Substances Act to list fentanyl-related sub-
stances as schedule | controlled substances,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce, and in addition to
the Committee on the Judiciary, for a period
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. CAREY (for himself and Mr.
L ANDSMAN ):

H.R. 3630. A bill to prohibit certain entities
from barring a student athlete from partici-
pating in intercollegiate athletics as a result
of such student athlete entering into an en-
dorsement contract, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce,
and in addition to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. CARTER of Georgia (for him-
self and Ms. H OULAHAN ):

H.R. 3631. A bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to extend the authoriza-
tion of appropriations for grants for State
strategic stockpiles; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. CARTER of Texas (for himself,
Mr. B ABIN, Mr. M cCAUL, Mr. S ES-
SIONS, Mr. N EHLS , Mr. H UDSON, Mr.
FALLON , and Mr. C ALVERT ):

H.R. 3632. A bill to prohibit the use of mili-
tary installations to house aliens who do not
have a lawful immigration status or are un-
dergoing removal proceedings in the United
States; to the Committee on Armed Services.

By Ms. CASTOR of Florida (for herself,
Ms. L ETLOW , and Ms. S CHRIER ):

H.R. 3633. A bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to provide for a public
awareness campaign with respect to human
papillomavirus, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. COHEN (for himself and Mr.
BURCHETT ):

H.R. 3634. A bill to direct the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion to issue regulations to improve flight
recorder and aircraft crash location require-
ments on certain commercial passenger air-
craft by requiring the installation of a sec-
ond combination digital flight data and
cockpit voice recorder system that enables
data recovery without an underwater search
and recovery; to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

By Mr. FERGUSON (for himself, Ms.

SEWELL , Mrs. H ARSHBARGER , Mr.
MANN, Mr. A LLEN , Mr. C ARTER of
Georgia, Mr. T HOMPSON of Mis-
sissippi, and Mr. N EGUSE ):

H.R. 3635. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to ensure fairness in
Medicare hospital payments by establishing
a floor for the area wage index applied with
respect to certain hospitals; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means, and in addition
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. GAETZ (for himself and Mr.
BIGGS ):

H.R. 3636. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to require that online cred-
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it card contributions to a political organiza-
tion require a biling address and credit
verification value; to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

By Mr. GALLEGO:

H.R. 3637. A bill to direct the Federal Trade
Commission to promulgate regulations to
prohibit an entity from selling, leasing, or
offering for sale or lease water rights at an
excessive price during certain droughts, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

By Mr. GOODEN of Texas (for himself,
Mr. T IFFANY , Mr. R OSENDALE , Mr.
DONALDS , Mr. G OSAR, Mr. B ABIN , Mr.
WEBER of Texas, Mr. S ESSIONS , Mr.
MOORE of Alabama, Mr. S ANTOS , and
Mr. B RECHEEN ):

H.R. 3638. A bill to direct the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget to re-
quire the disclosure of violations of Federal
law with respect to human trafficking or
alien smuggling, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on the Judiciary, and in addi-
tion to the Committees on Oversight and Ac-
countability, and Ways and Means, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mrs. HINSON (for herself, Ms.
BONAMICI , Mr. P ocan, and Ms.
STEFANIK

H.R. 3639. A bill to establish and expand
child care programs for parents who work
nontraditional hours, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Education and the
Workforce.

By Mrs. HINSON (for herself, Mr. N ICK -
EL, Mr. F INSTAD ,and Mr. C UELLAR ):

H.R. 3640. A bill to amend the Congres-
sional Budget and Impoundment Control Act
of 1974 to require the Congressional Budget
Office to provide an inflation estimate with
respect to direct spending legislation with a
significant impact on the Gross Domestic
Product of the United States, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Rules, and in
addition to the Committee on the Budget,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. JACKSON of Texas:

H.R. 3641. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to rescind guidelines and
ensure the removal of signs and guidance re-
lating to the COVID-19 pandemic; to the
Committee on VeteransO Affairs.

By Mr. LANGWORTHY (for himself,

Ms. T OKUDA , Mr. B UCK, Mrs. M ILLER
of lllinois, Mr. A LFORD , Mr.
GROTHMAN , Mr. W ILLIAMS of New

York, Mr. E  DWARDS , Mr. H IGGINS of
Louisiana, and Mr. T IMMONS  ):
H.R. 3642. A bill to require the Office of
Government Ethics to establish and main-
tain a centralized database for executive
branch ethics records of noncareer ap-
pointees; to the Committee on Oversight and
Accountability.
By Mr. LATTA (for himself, Mr. S TEW -
ART , Mrs. M ILLER of lllinois, and Mr.
NEWHOUSE ):
H.R. 3643. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to require the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to deliver notice of the denial
of claims for benefits under the laws admin-
istered by the Secretary by certified mail,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
VeteransO Affairs.

By Mr. LATTA (for himself, Mrs.
HARSHBARGER , Mr. S TEWART , Mrs.
MILLER of lllinois, and Mr. B ENTZ ):

H.R. 3644. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to extend the authorization pe-
riod for emergency treatment in non-Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs medical facilities
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under the Veterans Community Care Pro-

gram; to the Committee on Veterans® Af-

fairs.

By Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania (for her-

self, Ms. L Ee of California, Mr.
KHANNA , Ms. B LUNT ROCHESTER , Mr.
BOWMAN , Ms. B ROWN, Mr. B OYLE of
Pennsylvania, Ms. B USH, Mr. C ARSON ,
Mr. C ARTER of Louisiana, Mr. C ASAR ,
Ms. CROCKETT , Mr. C LYBURN , Mr.
DELUZIO , Mrs. F OUSHEE , Mr. F ROST,
Mr. R OBERT GARCIA of California, Mr.
JAcCksoN of lllinois, Ms. J ACKSON LEE,
Mr. J OHNSON of Georgia, Mrs.
MCCLELLAN , Mr. M FUME , Ms. M OORE
of Wisconsin, Ms. O  CASIO -CORTEZ , Ms.
OMAR , Ms. P RESSLEY , Mrs. R AMIREZ ,

Ms. S EWELL , Ms. S TRICKLAND , Ms.
TLAB , Mrs. W ATSON COLEMAN , and
Ms. W ILLIAMS  of Georgia):
H.R. 3645. A bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to establish emergency
grants to safeguard essential health care
workers, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.
By Ms. MENG (for herself, Ms.
BARRAGAN, Mrs. B EATTY , Mr. B ow-

MAN , Ms. B ROWNLEY , Ms. B UDZINSKI ,
Ms. B USH, Mr. C ARSON, Mr. C ASTEN ,
Ms. CHU, Ms. C LARKE of New York,

Mr. C ONNOLLY , Ms. D ELBENE, Mr.
DOGGETT , Ms. E SCOBAR , Mr.
ESPAILLAT , Mr. E vANS, Ms. L oIs
FRANKEL of Florida, Ms. G ARclA of
Texas, Mr. G ARrcia of lllinois, Mr.
GOMEZ , Mr. G REEN of Texas, Mr. G

JALVA , Ms. J ACOBS, Ms. J AYAPAL , Mr.
JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms. K AMLAGER -
Dove, Ms. K ELLY of lllinois, Mr. K IL-
MER, Mr. K IMm of New Jersey, Ms.

KUSTER , Ms. L EE of Pennsylvania,

Ms. L ee of California, Ms. M ATSUI ,
Mr. M EEKS, Mr. M ENENDEZ , Ms.
MOORE of Wisconsin, Mr. M ORELLE ,
Mr. M ULLIN , Mrs. N APOLITANO , Ms.
NORTON, Mr. P AYNE , Ms. P ETTERSEN ,
Ms. P INGREE , Mr. Q UIGLEY , Ms. S CAN -
LON, Ms. S CHAKOWSKY , Ms. S CHRIER ,
Ms. SEWELL , Mr. S HERMAN , Ms.
STRICKLAND , Mr. T AKANO , Ms. T LAB ,
Ms. T OKUDA , Mr. T ONKO, Mr. T ORRES

RI -

of New York, Mr. T RONE, Ms.
V ELA“ZQUEZ , Ms. W ASSERMAN

SCHULTZ , Mrs. W ATSON COLEMAN , Ms.
WiLLiaMs  of Georgia, Ms. W ILSON  of
Florida, Ms. B ALINT , and Ms. O CASIO -
CORTEZ ):

H.R. 3646. A bill to increase the avail-
ability and affordability of menstrual prod-
ucts for individuals with limited access, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Education and the Workforce, and in addi-
tion to the Committees on the Judiciary, Fi-
nancial Services, Energy and Commerce,
Transportation and Infrastructure, Ways and
Means, and the Budget, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. MOLINARO (for himself, Ms.
SCHOLTEN , Mr. M ANN, Mr. S TANTON ,
Ms. T 1ITUS , and Mr. S TAUBER ):

H.R. 3647. A bill to amend the FAA Reau-
thorization Act of 2018 to reauthorize avia-
tion workforce development programs, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

By Mr. MOULTON (for himself, Mr.
STEWART , and Mr. C  ARDENAS ):

H.R. 3648. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to prohibit people from inten-
tionally impeding the 9-8-8 suicide and crisis
lifeline telephone number, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. MURPHY (for himself, Mr.
DAvis of North Carolina, Ms. S TRICK -
LAND , and Mrs. K IGGANS of Virginia):
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H.R. 3649. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to establish a pilot program
to furnish hyperbaric oxygen therapy to a
veteran who has a traumatic brain injury or
post-traumatic stress disorder; to the Com-
mittee on VeteransO Affairs.
By Mr. PANETTA (for himself, Ms.
ADAMS , Ms. L OFGREN , Ms. B ONAMICI ,
Ms. P INGREE , Mr. P AYNE , Mr. M cGoV-
ERN, and Ms. S ALINAS ):
H.R. 3650. A bill to amend the Farm Secu-
rity and Rural Investment Act of 2002 to ex-
pand the national organic certification cost-
share program into a comprehensive oppor-
tunities in organic program, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Agriculture.

By Mr. PHILLIPS (for himself, Mr.
HUDSON , Mr. N EGUSE , Mr. M IKE GAR-
CclA of California, and Ms. M OORE of

Wisconsin):

H.R. 3651. A bill to amend titles 10 and 38,
United States Code, to improve benefits and
services for surviving spouses, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices, and in addition to the Committee on
Veterans® Affairs, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Ms. ROSS:

H.R. 3652. A bill to address the rising trend
of venue-shopping in Federal courts; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. SMITH of Nebraska (for himself
and Mr. H IMES ):

H.R. 3653. A bill to provide the President
with authority to enter into a comprehen-
sive trade agreement with the United King-
dom, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means, and in addition
to the Committee on Rules, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. SMITH of New Jersey (for him-
self and Mr. M CGOVERN ):

H.R. 3654. A bill to address transnational
repression by foreign governments against
private individuals, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on House Administration,
and in addition to the Committees on the Ju-
diciary, and Intelligence (Permanent Select),
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. SWALWELL (for himself, Mrs.
GONZALEZ -COLON, and Mr. P ANETTA ):

H.R. 3655. A bill to enhance predisaster
mitigation to prevent future natural disas-
ters, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

By Ms. TITUS (for herself, Mr. C
and Mr. S CHWEIKERT ):

H.R. 3656. A bill to amend the Act com-
monly known as the Wild Free-roaming
Horses and Burros Act to prohibit certain
uses of aircraft with respect to the manage-
ment of wild free-roaming horses and burros,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Natural Resources.

By Ms. TOKUDA (for herself, Mr.
MOYLAN , Mr. S ABLAN , Mrs.
RADEWAGEN , and Mrs. G ONZACLEZ -
COLON):

H.R. 3657. A bill to amend the Food, Con-
servation, and Energy Act of 2008 to provide
mandatory funding from the Commodity
Credit Corporation for reimbursement pay-
ments to geographically disadvantaged farm-
ers and ranchers, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Agriculture.

By Mr. VASQUEZ (for himself, Mr.
FITZPATRICK , Mr. D ELUZIO , and Mr.
CISCOMANI ):

OHEN,
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H.R. 3658. A bill to amend the Homeland
Secretary Act of 2002 with respect to the
Joint Task Force to Combat Opioid Traf-
ficking; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity.

By Mr. KILMER (for himself, Mr.
TIMMONS , Mr. M ORELLE , and Mr.
PHILLIPS ):

H. Con. Res. 49. Concurrent resolution es-
tablishing the Commission on Evidence-
Based Policymaking to review, analyze, and
make recommendations to Congress to pro-
mote the use of Federal data for evidence-
building and evidence-based policymaking,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
House Administration, and in addition to the
Committee on Oversight and Accountability,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. ALLRED:

H. Res. 440. A resolution expressing the
sense of the House of Representatives that
the benefits of global trade improve the lives
of Americans and American communities by
fostering a more inclusive, resilient, and
prosperous economy; to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

By Mr. KEATING (for himself, Mr.
SMITH of New Jersey, Ms. K  APTUR ,
and Mr. W ILsoN of South Carolina):

H. Res. 441. A resolution condemning the
authoritarian repression of the Belarusian
democracy movement by the Lukashenka re-
gime and calling for the release of all polit-
ical prisoners as well as free and fair elec-
tions; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

By Ms. SCHOLTEN (for herself, Mr.
BACON, Mrs. M CBATH, and Ms. W IL -
LiaMs  of Georgia):

H. Res. 442. A resolution expressing support
for the designation of May 24 as OONational
Aviation Maintenance Technician DayOO or
OONational AMT DayOO to commemorate the
work of aviation maintenance professionals;
to the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure.

f

MEMORIALS

Under clause 3 of rule XIl, memorials
were presented and referred as follows:

ML-11. The SPEAKER presented a memo-
rial of the Senate of the State of lllinois, rel-
ative to Senate Joint Resolution No. 22, re-
scinding its 1863 ratification of the proposed
and not ratified Amendment to the U.S. Con-
stitution stating, OONo amendment shall be
made to the Constitution which will author-
ize or give to Congress the power to abolish
or interfere, within any State, with the do-
mestic institutions thereof, including that of
persons held to labor or service by the laws
of said State®O; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

ML-12. Also, a memorial of the House of
Representatives of the State of Alaska, rel-
ative to House Resolution 1048, calling on
the United States government to disrupt the
collaboration between drug cartels and ter-
rorist organizations, declare fentanyl to be a
weapon of mass destruction, and designate
the Mexican drug cartels as foreign terrorist
organizations; jointly to the Committees on
the Judiciary and Education and the Work-
force.

f

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY AND
SINGLE SUBJECT STATEMENTS

Pursuant to clause 7(c)(l) of rule XII
and Section 3(c) of H. Res. 5 the fol-
lowing are submitted regarding (1) the
specific powers granted to Congress in
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the Constituti the accompanying bill
or joint resolution and (2) the single
subject of the bill or joint resolution.

By Ms. SCHAKOWSKY:

H.R. 3619.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Atrticle 1, Section 8, Clause 3: The Congress
shall have Power . . . To regulate Commerce
with foreign Nations, and among the several
States, and with the Indian Tribes.

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos-
metic Act to ban certain substances in cos-
metic products, and for other purposes.

By Ms. SCHAKOWSKY:

H.R. 3620.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3: The Congress
shall have Power . . . To regulate Commerce
with foreign Nations, and among the several
States, and with the Indian Tribes.

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend the Public Health Service Act
with respect to cosmetic safety, with an em-
phasis on communities of color and profes-
sional salon workers, and for other purposes.

By Ms. SCHAKOWSKY:

H.R. 3621.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3: The Congress
shall have Power . . . To regulate Commerce
with foreign Nations, and among the several
States, and with the Indian Tribes.

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend title VI of the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act to provide for great-
er transparency with respect to fragrance
and flavor ingredients in cosmetics, and for
other purposes.

By Ms. SCHAKOWSKY:

H.R. 3622.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3: The Congress
shall have Power . . . To regulate Commerce
with foreign Nations, and among the several
States, and with the Indian Tribes.

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend title VI of the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act to ensure the supply
chain transparency needed for companies to
make safe cosmetics, and for other purposes.

By Ms. UNDERWOOD:

H.R. 3623.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion.

The single subject of this legislation is:

Health care

By Mr. YAKYM:

H.R. 3624.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 1 of the United
States Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

This legislation would provide parity for
the taxation of towable travel trailers and
campers with motorized recreational vehi-
cles.

By Ms. BONAMICI:

H.R. 3625.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article |, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Seniors

By Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi:

H.R. 3626.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article |, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:
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To set training requirements on eligibility
for certain emergency management perform-
ance grants.

By Mr. BANKS:

H.R. 3627.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The constitutional authority of Congress
to enact this legislation is provided by Arti-
cle I, section 8 of the United States Constitu-
tion, specifically clause 18 (relating to the
power to make all laws necessary and proper
for carrying out the powers vested in Con-
gress).

The single subject of this legislation is:

federal architecture

By Mrs. BICE:

H.R. 3628.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clauses 14, 16, and 18.

The single subject of this legislation is:

National Guard

By Mr. BUCHANAN:

H.R. 3629.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Art. 1, Sec. 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend the Controlled Substances Act
to list fentanyl-related substances as sched-
ule | controlled substances

By Mr. CAREY:

H.R. 3630.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article | Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To prohibit certain entities from barring a
student athlete from participating in inter-
collegiate athletics as a result of such stu-
dent athlete entering into an endorsement
contract, and for other purposes.

By Mr. CARTER of Georgia:

H.R. 3631.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend the Public Health Service Act to
extend the authorization of appropriations
for grants for State strategic stockpiles

By Mr. CARTER of Texas:

H.R. 3632.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section VIII of the U.S. Constitu-
tion

The single subject of this legislation is:

To prohibit the housing of illegal immi-
grants on any military installation within
the United States.

By Ms. CASTOR of Florida:

H.R. 3633.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article |, Section 8, Clause 1 of the Con-
stitution provides Congress with the author-
ity to OOprovide for the common Defense and
general WelfareOO of Americans.

The single subject of this legislation is:

Cancer Prevention

By Mr. COHEN:

H.R. 3634.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Aviation

By Mr. FERGUSON:

H.R. 3635.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 1 of section 8 of article | of the Con-
stitution, to OOprovide for the common de-
fense and general welfare of the United
States.00

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend title XVIII of the Social Secu-
rity Act to ensure fairness in Medicare hos-
pital payments by establishing a floor for
the area wage index applied with respect to
certain hospitals.

By Mr. GAETZ:

H.R. 3636.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to require that online credit card con-
tributions to a political organization require
a billing address and credit verification
value.

By Mr. GALLEGO:

H.R. 3637.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18: OO[The Con-
gress shall have the power . . .] To make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United
States, or in any Department or Officer
thereof.00

The single subject of this legislation is:

Commerce

By Mr. GOODEN of Texas:

H.R. 3638.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The Constitutional authority on which
this bill rests is the power of Congress to lay
and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and ex-
cises to pay the debts and provide for the
common Defefense and general welfare of the
United States, as enumerated in Article I,
Section 8, Clause 1. Thus, Congress has the
authority not only to increase taxes, but
also, to reduce taxes to promote the general
welfare of the United States of America and
her citizens. Additionally Congress has the

The single subject of this legislation is:

This bill would protect taxpayer funds
from incentivizing the border crisis by pro-
hibiting federal funds to NGOs that aid and
abet illegal immigrants. This bill would re-
quire NGOs to undergo a verification process
to determine if they are eligible to be hand-
ing out federal benefits. An NGO knowingly
violating this law or any federal law related
to human trafficking will have their 501(c)3
tax-exempt status revoked.

By Mrs. HINSON:

H.R. 3639.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article |, Section 8, Clause 1.

The single subject of this legislation is:

Amends the Child Care and Development
Block Grant of 1990 to expand eligibility for
after hours and nontraditional hours child
care programs and establishes a program to
award competitive grants for eligibile after
hours and nontraditional hours child care
programs and providers.

By Mrs. HINSON:

H.R. 3640.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article |, Section 8, Clause 18

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend Part A of title IV of the Con-
gressional Budget and Impoundment Control
Act of 1974 to direct the Congressional Budg-
et Office to perform inflation forecasting
prior to the consideration of major legisla-
tion in Congress, and to establish Congres-
sional procedures for the consideration of
such major legislation.

By Mr. JACKSON of Texas:

H.R. 3641.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article | Section 8 of the United States
Constitution
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The single subject of this legislation is:

Require the Department of VeteransO Af-
fairs rescind all guidelines related to the
COVIDD19 pandemic.

By Mr. LANGWORTHY:

H.R. 3642.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 3 of section 8 of article of the Con-
stitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

Public ethics documents database

By Mr. LATTA:

H.R. 3643.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article |, Section 8, Clause 1:

The Congress shall have the Power . . . to
pay the Debts and provide for the common
Defense and general Welfare of the United
States.

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18:

The Congress shall have Power to make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into Executive the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United
States, or in any Department or Officer
thereof.

The single subject of this legislation is:

to require the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs to deliver notice of the denial of claims
for benefits under laws administered by the
Secretary by certified mail.

By Mr. LATTA:

H.R. 3644.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article |, Section 8, Clause 1:

The Congress shall have the Power . . . to
pay the Debts and provide for the common
Defense and general Welfare of the United
States.

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18:

The Congress shall have Power to make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into Executive the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United
States, or in any Department or Officer
thereof.

The single subject of this legislation is:

to extend the authorized period for emer-
gency treatment in non-Department of Vet-
erans Affairs medical facilittes under the
Veterans Community Care Program.

By Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania:

H.R. 3645.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Artl, Sect. 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

A bill to pay healthcare workers.

By Ms. MENG:

H.R. 3646.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article |, Section 8 of the US Constitution
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The single subject of this legislation is:

Menstrual equity

By Mr. MOLINARO:

H.R. 3647.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Transportation

By Mr. MOULTON:

H.R. 3648.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitution
gives Congress the power to make laws that
are necessary and proper to carry out

The single subject of this legislation is:

Create  Accountability and Liability
Against Lifeline Attacks
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By Mr. MURPHY:

H.R. 3649.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the U. S. Constitu-
tion.

The single subject of this legislation is:

To direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
to establish a pilot program to furnish
hyperbaric oxygen therapy to a veteran who
has a traumatic brain injury or post-trau-
matic stress disorder.

By Mr. PANETTA:

H.R. 3650.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18

The single subject of this legislation is:

The single subject of this bill agriculture.

By Mr. PHILLIPS:

H.R. 3651.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Under Article I, Section 8, Clause 18, Con-
gress has the power to make all Laws which
shall be necessary and proper for carrying
into Execution the foregoing Powers, and all
other Powers vested by this Constitution in
the Government of the United States, or in
any Department or Officer thereof.

The single subject of this legislation is:

Amends titles 10 and 38, United States
Code, to improve benefits and services for
surviving military spouses, and for other
purposes.

By Ms. ROSS:

H.R. 3652.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Atrticle I, Section 8, Clause 18

The single subject of this legislation is:

Addressing judge shopping in federal
courts

By Mr. SMITH of Nebraska:

H.R. 3653.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article |, Section 8, clause 1, and Article I,
Section 8, clause 3 of the United States Con-
stitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

Trade

By Mr. SMITH of New Jersey:

H.R. 3654.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Foreign Policy

By Mr. SWALWELL:

H.R. 3655.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Avrticle |1, Section 8, specifically clause 18
related to the power to make all laws nec-
essary and proper for carrying out the pow-
ers vested in Congress.

The single subject of this legislation is:

This bill would enhance predisaster miti-
gation to prevent future natural disasters.

By Ms. TITUS:

H.R. 3656.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, and Article 1V, Section
3 of the United States Constitution.

The single subject of this legislation is:

Animals

By Ms. TOKUDA:

H.R. 3657.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article |, Section 8, Clauses 1. and 18 of the
United States Consutution.

The single subject of this legislation is:

Amending the Food, Conservation, and En-
ergy Act of 2008 to provide mandatory fund-
ing from the Commodity Credit Corporation
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for reimbursement payments to geographi-
cally disadvantaged farmers and ranchers.
By Mr. VASQUEZ:

H.R. 3658.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, section 8, Clauses 1 and 18 of the
United State Constitution, to provide for the
general welfare and make all laws necessary
and proper to carry out the powers of the
Congress.

The single subject of this legislation is:

Preventing Drug Trafficking

f

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule Xll, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 40: Mr. D AviD ScoTT of Georgia, Mr.
CLYBURN , Mrs. F OUSHEE , Mr. T HOMPSON of
Mississippi, and Ms. P INGREE .

H.R. 79: Mr. W ILsON of South Carolina.

H.R. 316: Mr. H ARDER of California.

H.R. 340: Mrs. M ILLER -MEEKS, Mr. S TEIL ,
and Mr. T ORRES of New York.

H.R. 345: Mr. J ovcEe of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 412: Mrs. F LETCHER .

H.R. 453: Mr. D ONALDS .

H.R.491: Mr.L IEU and Mr.M CGARVEY .

H.R.533: Mr. B EYER .

H.R. 536: Mrs. M CBATH .

H.R.542: Mr. M CGARVEY .

H.R.543: Mr. M CGOVERN .

H.R. 544: Ms. M OORE of Wisconsin, Mr.
GOLDEN of Maine, Ms. P ETTERSEN , Mr.
BisHopP of Georgia, and Mr. M CGOVERN .

H.R. 549: Ms. S ANCHEZ , Ms. C ROCKETT , Mrs.
CHERFILUS -M CCORMICK , Mr. B OWMAN , Ms.
MENG, Ms. S TEFANIK ,and Mr.V AN DREW.

H.R. 568: Mr. H ARDER of California, Mr.
BERA, Mr. L EVIN , Ms. B UDZINSKI , Mr. K ILMER ,
Ms. M cCoLLuM , and Mr. C ROW.

H.R. 589: Ms. S TEFANK , Ms. M ENG, Mr.
SCHWEIKERT ,and Mr. S o0OTO.

H.R. 630: Mr. S CHIFF .

H.R. 660: Mr. C ARDENAS .

H.R. 715: Mr. H OYER .

H.R. 793: Mr. N ADLER , Ms. C RAIG , Mr. P HIL -
LIPS , and Ms. P EREZ .

H.R. 866: Mr. S oT0.

HR. 894: Ms. T 1tus, Mr. C RoOw, Ms.
SHERRILL , Mr. M CGOVERN , Ms. S TRICKLAND
and Mrs. C HERFILUS -M CCORMICK .

H.R. 898: Ms. S HERRILL .

H.R. 906: Mr. S MITH of New Jersey and Ms.
TITUS .

H.R. 926: Mr. L EVIN, Mr. S HERMAN , Ms.
SLOTKIN , Ms. S CHOLTEN , Ms. W ILD , Mr. P HIL -
LIPS, Mr. L IEU, Mr. P ANETTA , Mr. G ALLEGO ,
Mr. L ARSON of Connecticut, Mr. T ORRES of
New York, Ms. U  NDERWOOD , and Ms. O MAR .

H.R. 927: Mr. S HERMAN , Ms. W ILD , MsS. M AT -
SuUl, Mr. G ALLEGO , Ms. D EGETTE , Mr. T ORRES
of New York, Ms. U NDERWOOD , and Ms. O MAR .

H.R. 939: Mr. G OLDEN of Maine.

H.R. 949: Mr. J OHNSON of Georgia.

H.R.994: Mr.V AN DREW.

H.R. 1024: Ms. T OKUDA .

H.R. 1097: Mr.R uiz.

H.R. 1105: Ms. M ANNING , Mr. F LEISCHMANN
and Mr. 1 SsA.

H.R. 1147: Mr. P FLUGER , Mr. C ARTER of
Texas, Mrs. M cCLAIN , and Ms. G RANGER .

H.R. 1150: Mr. C ARSON .

H.R. 1167: Mr. M CGOVERN .

H.R. 1191: Ms. N ORTON .

H.R. 1228: Mr. M URPHY .

H.R. 1230: Mr. R  UPPERSBERGER

H.R. 1264: Mrs. K Im of California.

H.R. 1266: Ms. M ACE.

H.R. 1297: Mr. W ILsON of South Carolina,
Ms. H AGEMAN , Mr. H ARRIS , Mr. W ILLIAMS  of
Texas, Mr.J ORDAN , and Mrs. M CCLAIN .

H.R. 1322: Mr. H ARDER of California.
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H.R. 1351: Mr. D OGGETT , Ms. D EGETTE , and
Mr. S CHIFF .

H.R. 1362: Mr. D

H.R. 1385: Mr. B

H.R. 1405: Ms. L

H.R. 1413: Mr. M OONEY and Mr. A MODEI .

H.R. 1478: Ms. P ETTERSEN

H.R. 1499: Mr. C ARSON and Mr. S MITH of
Washington.

H.R. 1501: Mr.L ALOTA.

1505: Ms. W ILD .

1526: Mrs. D INGELL .

1546: Mr. M ANN .

1549: Mr. J AcksoN of North Carolina.
1591: Mr. C ASE.

1606: Mr. T HANEDAR .

1613: Mr.R YAN .

.R.1615: Mr. L AWLER .

H.R. 1617: Ms. K APTUR , Mr. M ILLS , Mr. S ES-
SIONS , Mr. N EWHOUSE , Ms. D EGETTE , and Mr.
V ALADAO .

H.R. 1624: Mrs. H AYES .

H.R. 1626: Mr. R OGERS of Alabama.

H.R. 1634: Ms. B ONAMICI .

H.R. 1666: Mr. C AReEy and Mr. G OLDEN of
Maine.

H.R. 1716: Mr. V. ALADAO .

H.R. 1719: Mr. G REeEN of Texas and Ms.
JACKSON LEE.

H.R. 1721: Mr. S cHIFF and Ms. S TANSBURY

H.R. 1729: Ms. W ATERS .

H.R.1730: Mr. M ANN and Mr. T HANEDAR .

H.R. 1761: Mr. G OODEN of Texas.

H.R. 1763: Ms. S LOTKIN .

H.R. 1764: Ms. S LOTKIN , Ms. N ORTON, Ms.
SEWELL , Ms. M OORE of Wisconsin, and Mr.
RYAN .

H.R. 1788: Ms. B ONAMICI .

.1801: Mr. C AsSAR and Mr. C ONNOLLY .
. 1806: Mrs. H INSON .

.1814: Mr. R OGERS of Alabama.

.1815: Mr. M CGOVERN .

H.R. 1818: Mr. S ANTOS , Mr. D AvID ScoTT of
Georgia, and Mr. S ELF .

H.R. 1826: Mr. M FUME .

H.R. 1831: Ms. W ILD , Mr. G OODEN of Texas,
and Mr.L IEU.

H.R. 1839: Mr. C

H.R. 1840: Mr. P

H.R. 2370: Mr. H
SWALWELL .

H.R. 2376: Mr. S

H.R. 2403: Ms. D

ONALDS .
ERGMAN .
Ee of Florida.

IITITIIIIz
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OSTA .
AYNE .
ARDER of California and Mr.

CHIFF .
AVIDS of Kansas.

H.R. 2407: Ms. D EGETTE , Ms. S HERRILL , Mr.
KiM of New Jersey, Mrs. S YKES , Mr. A RM-
STRONG , Mr. H ORSFORD , Ms. P ETTERSEN , Mr.

FEENSTRA , Mr. M OOLENAAR
GOODEN of Texas, and Mr. G
souri.

H.R. 2412: Mr. B OWMAN .

H.R. 2414: Mr. L EVIN , Mr. K ILMER , and Mr.
KILDEE .

H.R. 2451: Mr.H UDSON .

H.R. 2483: Mr. F ALLON , Mr. C RENSHAW , and
Mr. M EUSER .

H.R. 2539: Ms. C AsTOR of Florida, Ms. N
TON, Mrs. S TEEL ,and Mr. D AVIDSON .

H.R. 2544: Mrs. L ESKO .

H.R. 2604: Mrs. H AYES and Mr. H ARDER of
California.

H.R. 2630: Mr. M OULTON , Mr. M URPHY , Mr.
LATURNER , Mr. P ANETTA , Mr. B ERA, and Mr.
JoYCE of Pennsylvania.

, Mr. B ANKS , Mr.
RAVES of Mis-

OR-
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H.R. 2663: Mr. F OSTER, Ms. S HERRILL , Ms.
MENG, Mr. G OODEN of Texas, Ms. S ANCHEZ ,
and Mr. G oLDMAN of New York.

H.R. 2669: Mrs. H AYES and Ms. N ORTON .

H.R. 2672: Ms. L EE of Florida.

H.R.2676:Mr.L IEU.

H.R. 2685: Mr. S WALWELL

H.R. 2693: Ms. S TRICKLAND
and Mr. T HANEDAR .

H.R. 2705: Ms. W ILD .

H.R. 2706: Mrs. B ICE and Mr. F

H.R. 2714: Mrs. N APOLITANO
KOWSKY .

H.R. 2723: Mr. V ASQUEZ .

H.R. 2729: Mr. S oTO.

H.R. 2739: Mr. M IKE GARCIA of California.

H.R. 2745: Mr. G IMENEZ .

H.R. 2766: Mr. M OSKOWITZ .

H.R. 2801: Mr. C ASTEN .

H.R. 2825: Mr. | VEY .

H.R. 2830: Mr. V. AN ORDEN .

H.R. 2852: Mr. S MITH of New Jersey.

H.R. 2874: Mr. S ORENSEN .

H.R.2894: Mr. M OONEY and Mr. S HERMAN .

H.R.2897:Mr.L IEU.

H.R. 2938: Mr. W ILLIAMS
Mr. D Avis of North Carolina.

H.R. 2953: Mr. G REeN of Texas, Mr. M RVAN ,
Mrs. H AYES, Mr. S ORENSEN, Mr. B LU-
MENAUER , Mr. M ENENDEZ , Mr. K HANNA , and
Mr. | VEY .

H.R. 2974: Mr. M AGAZINER
ERN .

H.R. 2994: Mr. G RIJALVA , Mr. E VANS , Mr.
KHANNA , Ms. L EE of Pennsylvania, and Mr.

M CGOVERN .

H.R. 2998: Mr. S HERMAN , Mr. D ESAULNIER ,
and Ms. T ITUS .

H.R. 3011: Ms. S LOTKIN .

H.R. 3019: Mr. R UTHERFORD
and Ms. L Ee of Florida.

H.R. 3038: Ms. D EAN of Pennsylvania, Ms.
KAMLAGER -DOVE, Mr. R ASKIN , Mr.

Pappas, Mr. E VANS, Mr. P HILLIPS , Mr.
DESAULNIER , and Ms. K USTER .

H.R.3063: Mr. L AWLER and Mr. E VANS .

H.R. 3090: Ms. B ALINT , Mr. L EVIN, Ms.
HOYLE of Oregon, Ms. D EGETTE, Ms.
PETTERSEN , Mr. C ORREA, Mr. G OLDMAN of
New York, Mr. H ARDER of California, Mr.
GIMENEZ , Ms. C LARKE of New York, Ms.
ADAMS , Ms. O MAR, Ms. L OFGREN , Mr. T UR-

, Mr. V. AN DREW,

ITZPATRICK
and Ms. S CHA-

of New York and

and Mr. M cGov-

, Ms. S CANLON ,

NER, Mr. DOE sPosITO, Ms. S CHRIER , Mrs.
HAYES , Mrs. S YKES, Mr. B ACON, and Mr.
V ASQUEZ .

H.R. 3099: Mr. F ALLON and Mrs. R ODGERS of
Washington.

H.R. 3103: Mr. C ASAR .

H.R. 3127: Mrs. H AYES .

H.R.3133:Mr.L IEU.

H.R. 3152: Mr. S mMITH of Nebraska and Mr.
FALLON .

H.R. 3170: Mr. H ARDER of California and Mr.
TRONE .

H.R. 3176: Mr. G AETZ .

H.R. 3183: Mrs. M CBATH .

H.R. 3185: Ms. B ARRAGA“N, Mr. S TEWART ,
Mr. C URTIS , Mr. S TAUBER , and Mr. Ferguson.

H.R. 3199: Mr. S MITH of Nebraska.

H.R. 3202: Mr. M oskowItz and Mr.
BORN .

H.R. 3219: Mrs. W ATSON COLEMAN .

L AM-
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H.R. 3226: Ms. U NDERWOOD , Mr. C ARTER of
Georgia, Mr. F 1ITzPATRICK , and Mr. M OORE of
Alabama.

H.R. 3246: Mr. S CHIFF .

H.R. 3251: Mr. L AWLER .

H.R. 3255: Ms. L Ee of Pennsylvania, Mr.
SCHIFF , Ms. D ELBENE, Ms. C HU, Mr. C ON-
NOLLY ,and Mr. D ELUZIO .

H.R. 3264: Mr. M CGOVERN .

H.R. 3266: Mr. S TEIL , Mr. M OONEY, Mr.
SCHNEIDER , Mr. DOE sposITo , and Mr. S 0TO.

H.R. 3278: Ms. T ENNEY .

H.R. 3316: Mr. R OUZER .

H.R. 3317: Mr. R OUZER .

H.R. 3331: Mrs. W AGNER and Ms. N ORTON .

H.R. 3337: Mr. G OODEN of Texas.

H.R. 3352: Mr. D ESAULNIER and Mr. |

H.R. 3358: Mr. B RECHEEN .

H.R. 3363: Mr. S TEUBE .

H.R. 3376: Mr. C ASE and Ms. S HERRILL

H.R. 3402: Mr. M OORE of Alabama.

. 3413: Mr. W ILSON of South Carolina,
Mr. T IMMONS , Mr. S MITH of Nebraska, Ms.
STANSBURY ,Ms.W LD ,and Ms. T [TuS .

H.R. 3422: Mr. F ROST .

H.R. 3440: Mr. L AWLER .

H.R. 3448: Mrs. K IGGANS of Virginia, Mr.
RESCHENTHALER , and Mr. D ESJARLAIS .

H.R. 3455: Mr. M AST .

H.R. 3459: Mrs. K IGGANS of Virginia.

H.R. 3462: Mr. M OORE of Alabama, Mr. N
MAN , and Mr. L AMBORN .

H.R. 3470: Ms. M ENG, Ms. L OFGREN , and Ms.

VEY .

OR-

KUSTER .
H.R. 3481: Mr. S HERMAN .
H.R. 3483: Mr. N EHLS .
H.R. 3484: Mr. N EHLS .
H.R. 3486: Mr. N EHLS .
H.R. 3492: Mr. B RECHEEN .

H.R. 3502: Mr. K IM of New Jersey.
. 3534: Ms. E sHoO and Ms. G ARCIA of

H.R. 3537: Mrs. M ILLER -M EEKS .
H.R. 3538: Mr. D Avis of North Carolina.
H.R.3539: Ms. T ITUS .
H.R. 3547: Ms.M ENG.
H.R. 3554: Ms. H AGEMAN .
H.R. 3557: Mrs. L ESKO.
H.R. 3563: Ms. W ILLIAMS  of Georgia, Mr.
PETERS , Mr. C ASTEN , and Mr. C LEAVER .
H.R. 3565: Mrs. L ESKO .
H.R. 3567: Mrs. W ATSON COLEMAN .
H.R. 3579: Mr.C OLE.
H.R. 3596: Ms. B LUNT ROCHESTER .
H.R. 3608: Ms. P ORTER and Mr.L IEU.
H.R. 3617: Mr. M CGOVERN , Mr. C ARSON , and
Ms. B ROWN .
H.J. Res. 25: Mr. H  ARDER of California.
H.J.Res.59: Mr.L  AWLER and Mrs. H OUCHIN .
H. Con. Res. 33: Ms. W ILD .
H. Con. Res. 43: Mrs. S YKES .
H. Con. Res. 46: Mr. A LLRED and Mrs. M 1L -
LER -M EEKS .
Res. 8:Mr.B OsT.
Res. 154: Ms. P ETTERSEN
Res. 285: Mr. M OLINARO .
Res. 288: Mr. F LEISCHMANN
Res. 335: Ms. S ALINAS .
Res. 377: Mr. K 1M of New Jersey.
Res. 409: Mr. T IMMONS .
Res. 438: Mr. J  EFFRIES and Mr. K USTOFF .

ITIIITIIT



May 24, 2023

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD RExtensions of Remarks

E483

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

APPRECIATING MISS ALYSSA DINH
FOR HER SERVICE ON MY STAFF

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2023

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise in ap-
preciation of Miss Alyssa Dinh for her service
to the people of CaliforniaOs Eighth Congres-
sional District as a member of my staff. A na-
tive of California, Miss Dinh joined my office in
October 2022, having served previously in the
offices of Congressman HOYER and Congress-
man Lowenthal. Her critical experience and
knowledge made her a natural choice as
Scheduler and Legislative Aide in my office.

The Scheduler is widely considered to be
one of the most demanding positions in any
Congressional office. From ensuring that |
made votes on the House floor, joined Com-
mittee proceedings, or attended meetings with
constituents and dignitaries. Miss DinhOs work
each day ensured that | was able to carry out
my duties as a Member of Congress.

In addition to serving as my Scheduler, Miss
Dinh also served as my Legislative Aide, han-
dling a critical legislative portfolio covering ag-
riculture, animal welfare, and womenOs rights
issues. In that role, she proved adept at en-
suring my work in Congress comprehensively
addressed the priorities and concerns of Cali-
fornia communities. Miss Dinh quickly grew
into the role and became an integral member
of my DC, staff. Quite simply, her excellent
work was essential in allowing me to effec-
tively represent the constituents of CaliforniaOs
Eighth Congressional District.

Miss Dinh has joined the Office of Con-
gressman HOYER, as an Executive Assistant. |
and all the members of Team Garamendi wish
her all the best in her new position. During her
tenure on my staff, Miss Dinh approached her
work with an attention to detail and the flexi-
bility to solve challenges as they arise without
complaint. These same qualities will serve her
well in her future endeavors.

While we will miss her, we all look forward
to what Miss Dinh will do next. She will remain
a deeply valued member of Team Garamendi,
always.

f

HONORING EBON RICHARD OORICKOO
JONES

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2023
Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr, Speaker,

istration degree from the Stanford University
Graduate School of Business. Mr. Jones is a
treasured member of the Napa community as
he advocates for matters of health and youth
education.

Mr. Jones has been active in the Napa com-
munity for decades. In 2013, he joined the op-
erating board of OLE Health, a nonprofit
health center serving vulnerable populations in
and around Napa County. He then served as
treasurer from 2014 to 2015 and board chair
from 2017 to 2018. Currently, Mr. Jones has
been reappointed treasurer of the OLE Health
foundation board and remains a trusted advi-
sor for OLE Health leadership.

Beyond his work at OLE Health, Mr. Jones
sits on the boards of Napa Valley Education
Foundation, St. Helena Hospital Foundation,
the Napa Valley Community Foundation, the
Napa Valley Vintners, and Napa Valley
Firewise Foundation. He has previously
served in leadership roles on the boards of the
San Francisco Zoo, Silicon Valley Community
Foundation, Napa Learns, and Raising a
Reader.

When he is not engaging in community or-
ganizations throughout Napa, Mr. Jones is a
respected Napa Valley vintner. Having devel-
oped a passion for viticulture while living in
France in the 1970s, he founded Jones Family
Vineyards in 1996, which he now operates to-
gether with his two daughters Heather and
Stephanie. Their family-run winery is certified
by Napa Green, a certification program with
an emphasis on climate action and regenera-
tive farming.

Mr. Speaker, the John Shafer Visionary
Award exists to honor the legacy of vintner
John Shafer, who was among Napa ValleyOs
strongest community leaders. There is no
doubt that Mr. Jones has been a dedicated
advocate for the Napa Valley community.

f

MAY CONSTITUENT OF THE
MONTH KEVIN SHIN

HON. MIKE LEVIN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2023

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, it is my great
honor to recognize Kevin Shin as my May
Constituent of the Month.

As a veteran, businessowner, and volunteer,
Kevin has served our District in countless
ways and has worked tirelessly to make our
community a better place to live.

During Asian American and Native Hawai-
ian/Pacific Islander Heritage Month, 1 am

| rise today to honor Ebon Richard OORick(ifoud to celebrate the exceptional work of in-

Jones as he is presented with the John Shafer
Visionary Award, which recognizes his exem-
plary advocacy work in Napa Valley.

Mr. Jones was born in lllinois. He earned
his Bachelor of Arts degree from Princeton
University and his Master of Business Admin-

dividuals like Kevin Shin who volunteer their
time to contribute to our unique and beautiful
district. IOm honored to recognize and thank
him for his service in the U.S. military and for
his service to our region since. Kevin is a true
leader, and | am proud to honor him today.

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF OFFICER ROBERT J. SHISLER

HON. DONALD NORCROSS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2023

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, family,
friends, the community, police officers, and
leaders from across the Nation, gathered in-
side Pfleeger Concert Hall at Rowan Univer-
sity on Wednesday, May 17, 2023 to celebrate
the life, legacy and bravery of Officer Robert
OO0BobbyOO J. Shisler.

Officer Robert J. Shisler proudly served as
a Police Officer for the Deptford Township Po-
lice Department. Born on October 22, 1995,
Robert grew up in South Jersey. He graduated
from Deptford High School in 2014, where he
was an exceptional athlete, playing both var-
sity football and baseball.

Officer Robert J. Shisler continued his edu-
cation and athletic career when he committed
to play Division One baseball at Presbyterian
College in South Carolina. He was also very
passionate about hunting and weightlifting,
taking first place in a bodybuilding competition
in 2021.

Officer Robert J. Shisler will forever be re-
membered as a dedicated officer and a hero
who gave his life to protect and serve his
community, state, and country. His heroic ac-
tions and service, putting others safety above
his own, will be etched in history for all to
honor and remember.

Officer Robert J. Shisler was not only an ex-
emplary officer, but he was also an excellent
son, grandson, and brother. He came from a
family committed to public service, working
alongside his brother who currently serves as
a Deptford Township Police Officer. He is sur-
vived by his parents Robert and Tracy, grand-
parents Marion, Robert, and Ethel, and his
siblings Ashley and Tyler.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of a grateful Nation,
| ask you to join me in honoring and com-
mending Officer Robert J. Shisler, for his out-
standing service and his selfless dedication to
the Deptford Township Police Department and
community, the Great State of New Jersey
and the United States of America.

f

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF MYSTIC AQUARIUM

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2023

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor a national leader in the global effort
to protect the worldOs oceans, Mystic Aquar-
ium. Mystic Aquarium celebrates a major mile-
stone this yearNits 50th anniversary, and it is
fitting that this chamber recognizes the institu-
tion for its service to and advocacy on behalf
of our natural world.

I This OObulletOO symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.
Matter set inthis typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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Since its opening in 1973, Mystic Aquar-
iumOs mission and capabilities have evolved
impressively over the decades. From edu-
cation, exhibition, conservation, to research,
the team at the Aquarium has grown yet re-
mained ever so dedicated toward advancing
our respect for and understanding of marine
wildlife.

As we celebrate what Mystic Aquarium has
become after all these years, it would be im-
possible to recap all of the nonprofitOs achieve-
ments. It has expanded interactive educational
opportunities to  accommodate  roughly
800,000 visitors annually, a number which will
only grow as it opens a new exhibit this year.
The Aquarium is also engaging the local com-
munity through other means, including
strengthening a volunteer conservationist net-
work under its newer Ocean Ambassadors
Program. Through its Animal Rescue Program
and multiple freshly constructed veterinary fa-
cilities, Mystic Aquarium has also directly sup-
ported the rehabilitation of Long Island Sound
area populations. The Aquarium even takes
on cases from other rescue facilities, reducing
pressure on our nationOs veterinary system for
marine wildlife

The Mystic Aquarium has taken on greater
efforts to become an advocate of conservation
on the national stage. The organization ac-
tively studies opportunities to protect endan-
gered species such as the African Penguins,
Coral Reefs, Sea Turtles, Sharks and Rays.
Its expert researchers have also notably been
central in laying the groundwork for the estab-
lishment of the first federally protected monu-
ment in US Atlantic waters, the Northeast
Canyons and Seamounts Marine National
Monument. This monument is a hotbed of bio-
diversity that is now better protected from
human activity because of the AquariumOs ad-
vocacy apparatus.

Over the years, Mystic Aguarium has grown
into a major employer which significantly con-
tributes to the Second District of ConnecticutOs
economy and culture. | know countless suc-
cess stories of youth who have taken up sum-
mertime, annual employment or internships,
and have forged those early formative experi-
ences into full-on careers.

Mr. Speaker, the work Mystic Aquarium
takes on is community driven, compassionate,
and highly technical. They have been tremen-
dously valuable to both our region and nation
which is why they continue to earn federal
support. To that end, as Mystic Aquarium
celebrates a half-century of outstanding serv-
ice, | ask my colleagues to join me in cele-
brating the legacy of their mission and its fu-
ture relevance, and wishing them many more
milestones to come.

f

RECOGNIZING DOLLY RABINOWITZ,
YIDEL PERLSTEIN, AND LT. IRA
JABLONSKY

HON. DANIEL S. GOLDMAN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2023

Mr. GOLDMAN of New York. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to recognize the month of May as
Jewish American Heritage Month. As a proud
American Jew and the Representative of one
of the largest Jewish populations in a Con-
gressional district in the country, Jewish Amer-
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ican Heritage Month is particularly meaningful
to me.

Jewish Americans have made countless
contributions to our great Nation, and at a time
when Jews continue to be the single most tar-
geted religious minority in this country, | en-
courage all of us to take this month to recog-
nize and appreciate the deep connections and
rich history the Jewish people have to Amer-
ica.

| also rise today to recognize 3 prominent
constituents of my district. They stand as
exemplars of the achievements of American
Jews and are befitting of this great honor.

Dolly Rabinowitz is a 94-year-old Holocaust
survivor who has lived in New York since the
end of WW2. She was born in Czechoslovakia
to a rabbinical family and when she was 19,
her family was told to pack up for an unknown
village. From there she was forced to endure
the barbaric cruelty of Auschwitz and the
Death March to the Ravensbruck concentra-
tion camps. After experiencing unspeakable
atrocities simply because of her faith, Dolly
was liberated by the Allies in 1945. Following
the war, Dolly emigrated to the United States
and has lived in New York ever since, working
as a bookkeeper and participating in Jewish
life across the city. Dolly is one of a dwindling
number of Holocaust survivors and we must
pass along her story and others, so we never
forget.

Yidel Perlstein is a local leader and the
Chairman of Community Board 12 in Borough
Park. He was the first Hasidic Jew to lead this
impactful community organization and was just
reelected after more than a decade in that po-
sition. With Yidel at the helm, CB12 has con-
tinued to lead many aspects of life in Borough
ParkNorganizing voter outreach, community
forums, and representing Borough ParkOs in-
terests to elected officials across the country.
On Jewish holidays you can find Yidel running
food drives for needy people across Borough
Park, demonstrating the spirit of giving that
typifies the tight-knit bond of the Brooklyn Ha-
sidic community.

Lieutenant Special Assignment Ira
Jablonsky of the New York City Police Depart-
ment has been on the force for over two dec-
ades. He grew up attending Brooklyn Yeshi-
vas and was interning at the Office of Emer-
gency Management on 9/11. After seeing the
first tower hit, Lt. Jablonsky jumped into ac-
tion, running into 7 World Trade and helping
as many people as he could before they were
ordered to evacuate. Lt. Jablonsky is a Brook-
lyn yeshiva graduate and has worked in the
community his entire career to make it safer
for New Yorkers and fellow Orthodox Jews
alike. He demonstrates the importance of hav-
ing Jews represented in law enforcement,
working to catch several high-profile
antisemitic vandals who threaten the safety
and security of Jewish Brooklynites. His serv-
ice to his community does not go unnoticed,
and | am honored to give him this distinction
today.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing May as Jewish American Herit-
age Month as well as these 3 outstanding
Jewish Americans who represent the best of
what our community offers their communities,
their city and state, and their country.

May 24, 2023

HONORING COACH EARL SMITH,
JR. OF GARY EMERSON HIGH
SCHOOL

HON. FRANK J. MRVAN

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2023

Mr. MRVAN. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | stand before you today to rec-
ognize Coach Earl Smith, Jr. and the alumni
of Gary Emerson High School. The Emerson
All Class Reunion Gala will take place on Sep-
tember 2, 2023, at Chateau Banquets in
Merrillville, Indiana. During this special event,
Coach Smith will be honored for his lifetime of
dedicated service by former students, athletes,
colleagues, and friends.

Coach Earl Smith, Jr. was a true mentor,
leader, teacher, and advisor for the Gary
Community School Corporation for over 56
years. His lifelong career includes numerous
positions, culminating with his retirement as
City Athletic Director in 2013. Throughout his
tenure, Mr. Smith coached track and field,
football, golf, and basketball at Tolleston,
Froebel, West Side, Emerson, and Lew Wal-
lace high schools, and he holds the distinction
of being the first African American head coach
at Froebel, Emerson, and Lew Wallace. His
basketball teams won five conference titles,
three sectional titles, three regional titles, and
twice advanced to the elite eight at the Indiana
State Tournament. In addition. Coach SmithOs
1977 Emerson basketball team won the Hall
of Fame Classic Tournament, reaching the
number one ranking in the state polls during
that time.

For his outstanding career and his unwaver-
ing dedication to the Gary Community School
Corporation and beyond, Coach Smith has re-
ceived many accolades. He has been inducted
into the Indiana Track and Field Hall of Fame,
the Indiana Football Hall of Fame, and the In-
diana Basketball Hall of Fame. Coach Smith
was also honored with the prestigious Ray
Crowe Excellence in Leadership Award by the
Indiana High School Athletic Association for
his superior standards of sportsmanship, ex-
ceptional ethical conduct, and high moral char-
acter. His outstanding and unwavering com-
mitment to the community of Gary and North-
west Indiana is worthy of our highest com-
mendation.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my other
distinguished colleagues join me in honoring
Coach Earl Smith, Jr. and in recognizing the
alumni of Emerson High School. For his note-
worthy career and his remarkable dedication
to youth sports and education, Coach Smith is
worthy of the highest praise, and he serves as
an inspiration to us all.

f

HONORING DETECTIVE AGNES
WATSON FROM THE CITY OF RI-
ALTO POLICE DEPARTMENT

HON. PETE AGUILAR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2023

Mr. AGUILAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Detective Agnes Watson from the
City of Rialto Police Department. Detective
Watson was awarded the Rialto Police Depart-
mentOs Meritorious Service Award for her tena-
cious work to secure the release of a juvenile
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who had been held hostage in New York City.
This is the second highest recognition award
a sworn member of the Rialto Police Depart-
ment may receive.

On May 2, 2022, Detective Watson began
following up on a missing juvenile report. Her
instinct, initiative and discipline led her to be-
lieve the girlDs disappearance was not vol-
untary. Her determination led her to take ex-
traordinary steps to notify local agencies and
coordinate with the New York Police Depart-
ment and the Federal Bureau of Investigation
to save this childOs life and fly her back to Ri-
alto to be reunited with her family on MotherOs
Day.

Detective WatsonOs actions made national
news, bringing credit to herself and to the en-
tire Rialto Police Department. This is just one
example of the outstanding job performance,
high degree of initiative and ability in an ex-
tremely critical situation that Detective Watson
demonstrates on a daily basis. ThatOs why |
am proud to recognize her.

f

HONORING AIR FORCE VETERANS
BARRY AND DORIS RICE

HON. DIANA HARSHBARGER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2023

Mrs. HARSHBARGER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor my constituents, U.S. Air Force
Technical Sergeant Barry Rice from Jackson-
ville, Alabama, and U.S. Air Force Senior Air-
man Doris Kimery Rice, a native of
Greeneville, Tennessee for their distinguished
military and civil service. They both joined the
Air Force at the end of the Vietnam War.

The couple met in technical school at Lowry
Air Force Base in Denver, Colorado in 1974.
After technical school, they went to their re-
spective assignments of Robins Air Force
Base in Georgia and Grand Forks Air Force
Base in North Dakota. TSgt Rice served as an
avionics specialist, repairing radio and com-
munication equipment; while SrA Rice served
as a supply troop where she processed mate-
rials for arrival and departure.

They were married in November 1974 and
after assistance from U.S. Senator John
Sparkman of Alabama, they attained a joint
spouse assignment at Robins Air Force Base
in Georgia. They then served together at
Nellis Air Force Base in Las Vegas, Nevada.
SrA Rice completed her four years of enlist-
ment and rejoined the civilian sector. She later
pursued a vocation in elementary education
when her children became school age. The
family was assigned to Eglin AFB, in Fort Wal-
ton Beach, Florida where they worked and
served for 14 years. During this timeframe,
TSgt Rice pulled a remote assignment to
Keflavik NAS, Iceland, and Saudi Arabia dur-
ing the First Gulf War.

After TSgt RiceOs retirement from military
service, he worked as a computer specialist
for a publishing company in Murfreesboro, TN.
During the Yugoslav Wars, the couple served
as relief volunteers, where they aided refu-
gees resettling in Nashville. TSgt Rice then
decided to join the U.S. State Department For-
eign Service. The Rice family lived in the
Washington, D.C. area with assignments to
the countries of Zambia, Cyprus, Israel, and
Lesotho, where TSgt Rice worked for the dip-
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lomatic corps, while SrA Rice volunteered at
soup kitchens, unwed mothers® houses, crisis
pregnancy centers, and local missions. They
are now retired and continue to serve others
in their hometown of Greeneville, Tennessee.
Please join me in honoring TSgt and SrA Rice
for their long careers of service to our Nation.
f

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL BEEF
MONTH

HON. KEN BUCK

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2023

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, as National Beef
Month ends, | rise to recognize the enormous
impact that the beef industry has on Colorado,
our nationOs economy, and our western way of
life.

The American beef industry is the worldOs
largest producer of beef and accounts for 21.7
percent of the worldOs total beef production.
With 91.9 million heads of cattle and roughly
720,000 beef farms in the United States, the
beef industry accounts for the largest share of
total cash receipts among agricultural com-
modities and accounts for 35 percent of all
U.S. farms.

This multi-billion-dollar industry employs
hundreds of thousands of hard-working Amer-
ican men and women, most of whom work for
family-owned, small businesses. With cattle
raised in all 50 states, beef has grown to be
the second most popular choice of meat in the
United States and has contributed greatly to
both domestic and international economies.

Often a great source of essential nutrients
such as protein, zinc, iron and B vitamins,
high-grade beef provides our bodies with the
strength needed to thrive and grow throughout
all stages of life. Lowering bad cholesterol,
building muscle, and improving cognitive
health are among the many benefits derived
from a healthy, balanced diet that includes
protein-rich animals such as beef. For years
critics have unfairly alleged that the resources
needed to sustain such an industry have done
damage to our environment and raised green-
house gas emissions, when in reality, the beef
industry has undergone tremendous techno-
logical, genetic, and management reforms in
an effort to preserve our environment. As
ranchers who rely on healthy soil and good
seasons for the well-being of their cattle, cattle
ranchers have long placed environmental
stewardship at the forefront of their operations.

Today, | show my appreciation for the hard-
working men and women of the American beef
industry who rise before the sun each day and
work tirelessly to provide food to our nation.
Working alongside their partners in the agricul-
tural sector, the American beef industry has
been a key contributor to our nationOs fight
against food insecurity and has provided much
needed, nutrient-dense food for the worldOs
population.

The beef industry is deeply ingrained in
American culture and has been a valued eco-
nomic partner in many communities across the
United States and the world. Eastern Colo-
rado, which | represent in the U.S. House of
Representatives, has the ten most agriculture
producing counties in Colorado, with 2.85 mil-
lion heads of cattle valued at over $2.8 billion.
This ranks Colorado 10th in the United States
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for total cattle and makes it the 4th largest ex-
porter of beef in the United States.

These hardworking men and women de-
serve our gratitude. | am proud to honor their
work during National Beef Month.

f

HONORING THE CAREER OF NANCY
RISTER

HON. JOHN R. CARTER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2023

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | com-
mend the exceptional career of Williamson
County Clerk Nancy Rister as she celebrates
her 25th anniversary of outstanding public
service to Central Texas. Her contributions
have made the members of her communityOs
lives better and have helped make Texas a
great place to live and work.

NancyOs resume is one to be admired and
respected. It tells the story of a woman
unafraid to contribute both her time and ener-
gies to the highest levels of public service as
well as to a multitude of organizations that rely
on volunteerism and social engagement to
make good communities great.

She has done what all public servants are
honored to do: put the needs of the people
first. Implementing physical records to an on-
line forum thatOs available for all citizens, de-
creasing turnaround time for deeds, and im-
proving the organization and professionalism
of the County ClerkOs office, are just a few ex-
amples of the accomplishments that Nancy
has achieved in her esteemed career. Over
her quarter century in office, she has worked
tirelessly to ensure that Williamson County
residents receive the world-class public serv-
ice they deserve.

NancyOs anniversary is a testament to her
admirable career and a milestone in a life of
service. | join her colleagues, friends, family,
and the citizens of Williamson County in cele-
brating and honoring her 25 years of hard
work and dedication.

f

APPRECIATING MISS ELLE EKMAN
FOR HER SERVICE ON MY STAFF

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2023

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise in ap-
preciation of Miss Elle Ekman for her service
to the people of CaliforniaDs Eighth Congres-
sional District as a member of my staff. Miss
Ekman joined my office in December 2021,
having previously served our country in the
U.S. Marine Corps. Her critical firsthand expe-
rience and knowledge of the needs of our
servicemembers made her a natural choice as
Military Legislative Assistant in my office.

The role of the Military Legislative Assistant
is critical to my work serving on the U.S.
House of Representatives Armed Services
Committee. From developing innovative legis-
lation to identifying the most pressing con-
cerns facing our military, Miss EkmanOs work
each day ensured that | was able to effectively
represent the brave men and women who put
their lives on the line for our country.
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As Military Legislative Assistant, Miss
Ekman was instrumental in ensuring the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2023 addressed the critical issues facing
our servicemembers, military families, and
military installations. In this essential legisla-
tion, Miss Ekman helped advance over forty
legislative priorities to enhance our militaryOs
readiness and resiliency. Miss Ekman was an
integral member of my D.C. staff, and her ex-
cellent work will have a lasting impact on
servicemembers across America.

Miss Ekman has joined the National Secu-
rity Commission on Emerging Biotechnology,
as a Senior Research Analyst. | and all the
members of Team Garamendi wish her all the
best in her new position. During her tenure on
my staff, Miss Ekman approached her work
with an upbeat outlook, a demonstrated ability
to think outside the box, and a passion for in-
novation. These same qualities will serve her
well in her future endeavors.

While we will miss her, we all look forward
to what Miss Ekman will do next. She will re-
main a deeply valued member of Team
Garamendi, always.

f

REMEMBRANCE OF KATHRYN
HARRISON

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2023

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
celebrate the extraordinary life of Kathryn Har-
rison, who walked on last Sunday at the age
of 99. Kathryn was an extraordinary woman of
vision, leadership, and determination.

Kathryn was a key leader for her Grand
Ronde tribe, and indeed for Native Americans
everywhere. Her amazing life resulted in nu-
merous honors and widespread recognition for
her testimony before Congress that ultimately
led to the restoration of Grand RondeOs federal
recognition. After the restoration, Kathryn was
instrumental in developing ways to capitalize
on tribal resources for the lasting benefit of
both the people of Grand Ronde, and indeed
all Oregonians.

She was patient, thoughtful, determined,
and always had a great spirit and a terrific
sense of humor. | am honored to have been
able to work with Kathryn on tribal issues for
over 20 years. She led with dignity and focus
simply by being in the room. We are all better
people for being touched by her life and her
services of giving back. | count myself lucky
that our paths crossed many times. She was
a powerful symbol of determinationNhelping
secure justice for tribal people and providing
inspiration for Native Americans across the
country.

f
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. DELIA C. RAMIREZ
OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, May 24, 2023
Mrs. RAMIREZ. Mr. Speaker, had | been

present, | would have voted YEA on Roll Call
No. 213, and YEA Roll Call No. 214.
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RECOGNIZING TERRY DEARDEN
HON. ANDY KIM

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2023

Mr. KIM of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Terry Dearden, Director of
Government Relations for the New Jersey De-
partment of Military and Veteran Affairs, and
all her years of service to our community.
Terry will be retiring from her distinguished 18-
year career of advocating and supporting New
Jersey veterans, National Guard, Reserve,
and active servicemembers.

Terry has been an invaluable resource to
me and my office staff as we navigate com-
plex military issues on the Armed Services
Committee. Her support has been crucial to
my constituent services team for any number
of requests we receive every single day. From
answering questions on state benefits to en-
suring a veteran can lay with dignity in their
final resting place, she has always dedicated
her work to helping those around her.

Throughout my time working with leadership
at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, Terry
was always there to act as an instrumental
person in arranging tours and visits for myself
and our team. At any available opportunity,
she would include my office in exciting ad-
vancements on our base like the refueling
flight exercises of the 108th Air Wing, tours of
New Jersey National Guard facilities, and
medal ceremonies honoring those who served,
so we could also be more involved in helping
our servicemembers and veterans. Through
her leadership, Terry worked to show our con-
stituents and servicemembers across the
State the commitment and dedication of those
who answer the call of serving our country as
well as the legacy of our veterans.

| thank her for her years of dedicated serv-
ice to New Jersey servicemembers, their fami-
lies, and our veterans. | wish Terry many
happy years in retirement with her husband
Ed and four daughters.

f

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF NEW HOPE BAPTIST
CHURCH

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2023

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 100th anniversary of New Hope
Baptist Church in Metuchen, New Jersey.
Throughout its long history, New Hope Baptist
Church has been a spiritual center for prayer,
education, fellowship, and service to the com-
munity, and it is my honor to join the church
leadership and congregation in marking this
significant occasion.

Established in 1923 by four deacons, includ-
ing the grandfather of the churchOs current
pastor, New Hope Baptist Church began hum-
bly, initially renting space for worship. Over
the years, the church has been led by dedi-
cated pastors whose vision and leadership
oversaw the growth and obligation of the
church. The purchase of the property where
the church still stands today began under the
leadership of Rev. J.J. Dale, with anticipated

of Remarks May 24, 2023

opportunity for expansion. Rev. Joseph J.
Dale directed the completion of the current
sanctuary, from its groundbreaking in 1970 to
its first service in 1972.

Its current pastor, Rev. Dr. Ronald Owens,
serves as the 12th pastor of the church, where
he worshiped as a child and was also or-
dained as a deacon, and licensed and or-
dained as a preacher of the gospel. He has
dedicated over 30 years of service to the con-
gregation, and throughout his pastorate the
church has grown immensely, boasting a
membership of over 500. In addition, under his
leadership, New Hope Baptist Church has
dedicated itself to social action, serving the
needs of people through worship and outreach
ministries. The clergy, staff, and members of
New Hope Baptist Church endeavor to carry
on its mission and ensure a viable future.

Mr. Speaker, once again, it is my great
honor to pay tribute to New Hope Baptist
Church as it celebrates its 100th anniversary
this year. New Hope Baptist Church is a main-
stay of the community, and this incredible
milestone is truly deserving of this bodyOs rec-
ognition.

f

RECOGNIZING ARDEN CAHILL
ACADEMY, A PROMINENT INSTI-
TUTION OF LEARNING IN LOU-
ISIANA

HON. TROY A. CARTER

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2023

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize a prominent institution
of learning located in LouisianaOs Second Con-
gressional District, which | am so proud to rep-
resent. Arden Cahill Academy was founded in
1968 by Arden and Harry Cahill as a private
academy dedicated to the interest of early
childhood education. As the Head Mistress of
the academy, Mrs. Cabhill chose, Mrs. Diana
Wright, Mrs. Joy Vickery, Mrs. Dolly Stakelum,
Mrs. Patricia McMullen, and Mrs. Marjorie
Snyder as members of the original faculty.
Each of these ladies contributed greatly to the
creation and formation of the philosophy of the
academy.

The history of events leading up to their de-
cision to start a school is significant because
Mrs. Cahill®s prior teaching experiences greatly
influenced the vision that she had for Arden
Cabhill Academy. Mr. and Mrs. CahillOs interest
was to establish a school where the focus
would be on the whole child. The school®s phi-
losophy is OOto create a wholesome environ-
ment for learning where each child may grow
and mature intellectually, socially, emotionally,
physically, and morally to the best of his abil-
ity. It is the hope that through the good exam-
ple and guidance of dedicated teachers each
child will be encouraged to develop strength,
confidence, and love for his fellow man and in-
spired to seek truth and knowledge.00O

Inspired and encouraged by the successful
progress and development of the first group of
students, Mrs. Cahill made the decision to ex-
pand the program and continue the process of
education by adding one grade each year
within the elementary school. The first eighth
grade graduation was held at Lakewood
Country Club in May 1977.
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The original school campus consisted of
one building on a two-acre site and later be-
came the administrative office building. Build-
ings and classrooms were added yearly to ac-
commodate the growing enrollment. The build-
ings were designed to house preschool, kin-
dergarten, and elementary classes in separate
quarters with special areas for library, art,
music, and drama. Arden Cahill AcademyOs
expansion did not only include classrooms, but
they also provided a rich experience for their
students by adding two swimming pools and
an outdoor basketball court. .

From the very beginning, it was Mrs. CahillOs
desire to provide an airy country environment
where children could discover and enjoy GodOs
natural gifts while also pursuing knowledge. In
1976, a ten-acre tract of land was acquired for
the purpose of building a new school. Riding
stables and a country farmyard were added to
the property in the summer of 1976 for use in
the summer camp program and to offer horse-
back riding as an extra-curricular activity dur-
ing the regular school year. In 1982, Jefferson
Parish expropriated the property to build the
Boudreaux Elementary School. Soon after, a
twelve-acre tract in Lake Timberlane Estates
was purchased for the new school site. In
1985, stables and an equestrian arena were
erected on the rear of the property, Bayou
Stables, as it is now called, was used for sum-
mer camp and extracurricular horseback riding
lessons.

In 1986, construction began on two of the
five buildings that comprised the master plan.
These buildings were designed to provide a
facility that would complement the academyOs
curriculum of academic excellence and cultural
enrichment to finally bring the CahillOs vision to
life. The buildings situated on Wall Boulevard
along Bayou Fatma included classrooms, a li-
brary, a dining room, an art studio, a music
room, a 300-seat theatre, a gymnasium, and a
junior Olympic swimming pool. In September
1988, the first class of students from nursery
through the eighth grade entered the Wall
Boulevard campus while the school on Far-
ragut Street continued with an infant and early
childhood program. The first graduation on the
Wall Boulevard Campus was held on May 19,
1989. In the summer of 1990, Building B, an
8-classroom building, was constructed to
house the nursery and preschool making it
possible to add additional sections in the lower
school. In September of 1995, the foundation
was poured for a 16,000 square foot, two
story building which was occupied in March of
1996. The new building includes 14 class-
rooms, a state-of-the-art science lab, a tech-
nologically advanced computer lab, and aca-
demic offices.

| am humbled to virtually deliver the keynote
address to Arden Cahill®s first high school
graduation. | am equally humbled that my
great-nephew Cameron Smith is a member of
this yearOs graduating class. My nephews,
Cameron and Larry both attended Arden
Cahill in the most difficult times of their life.
After the sudden passing of their father, Larry
Smith, their mother, China Carter Smith went
into Kidney Failure and had to begin dialysis
treatment, while also dealing with the COVIDD
19 Pandemic and battling Cancer. My niece,
China and Mrs. E Arden Cahill both
transitioned in 2021. Mrs. Cahill, after a long
battle with AlzheimerOs passed away on July
15, 2021. Exactly 4 months later our sweet
China passed away on November 15, 2021.
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The foundersO vision to create a school with an
intimate setting to incorporate nature and nat-
ural environments and the arts into an edu-
cational experience was so important for both
Cameron and LarryOs educational experience
and personal development. Today, there are 9
seniors graduating. | know this is a hallmark
event for them, and for Cameron and our fam-
ily in many ways.

The Board of Directors of Arden Cahill
Academy is comprised of Mr. and Mrs. CahillOs

children, Harry OOChipOO Cahill, 1, Jack Cahill,

Mary Kevin Cahill, Kelly Cabhill, and Chris
Cahill. Carrying on their parentsO legacy, they
remain dedicated to providing the Westbank
with an exceptional school for years to come.
After more than 50 years of educating children
on the Westbank and the surrounding areas of
the city, the Cahill family is excited about the
expansion plans and looks forward to con-
tinuing the mission to uphold the standards
that Mr. and Mrs. Cabhill established, thus for-
ever keeping their dream alive. | know that
this school will be an important fixture in the
lives of many to come, as it has been for my
nephews and my family.

| am so blessed and grateful to have this
opportunity and to extend my great-nephew,
along with his classmates, well wishes for a
successful and bright future. My prayer and
dream are that each member of this class
continue to make us proud. And extreme well
wishes to Arden Cabhill Academy, as they con-
tinue to change the lives of those they edu-
cate, the future leaders of this great country.
God Bless them and their path.

f

HONORING THE CAREER OF JOP-
LIN POLICE CHIEF SLOAN ROW-
LAND

HON. ERIC BURLISON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2023

Mr. BURLISON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the remarkable career of Chief of
Police Sloan Rowland, a true public servant
whose dedication and commitment to his com-
munity have left an indelible mark on the city
of Joplin, Missouri.

For 35 years, Chief Rowland has selflessly
served the people in various public safety po-
sitions, starting as an emergency medical
technician in Kansas and eventually rising
through the ranks to become the chief of po-
lice.

After joining the Joplin Police Department in
2003, Chief Rowland advanced from officer to
corporal, sergeant to lieutenant, and assistant
chief, before ultimately assuming the role of
chief of police in 2019. His ascent is a testa-
ment to his leadership skills and his unwaver-
ing commitment to public safety.

Chief Rowland also led the department and
the community through a time of heartbreak
and grief, when a gunman shot and killed Cor-
poral Ben Cooper and Officer Jake Reed, and
injured Officer Rick Hirshey in March of 2022.

On June 1st of this year, Chief Sloan Row-
land will retire after 20 years of service to the
community of Joplin, Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
wish to congratulate Chief Rowland on his up-
coming retirement and thank him for his dedi-
cated service to our community. Chief Row-
land has not only served as an exceptional
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law enforcement leader in Joplin but has also
been an exemplary role model for law enforce-
ment professionals throughout the Nation.

It is my honor and privilege to have him as
my constituent, and to recognize him today.

f
HONORING THE LIFE AND CAREER

OF THOMAS O66TOMMYOO
GILLILLAND
HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, May 24, 2023

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the life and honor the legacy of ca-
reer public servant Thomas
Gillilland.

Mr. Gillilland was born in Bladen, Nebraska
in 1932 and spent his childhood in Glenwood,
lowa. As a young man, he attended the Uni-
versity of lowa and Wentworth Military Acad-
emy, before receiving both his undergraduate
degree and a masterOs degree in International
Relations from American University. A proud
American patriot, Mr. Gillilland served his
country as a commissioned officer in both the
Army Reserves and the lowa National Guard.

Throughout his life, Mr. Gilllland dem-
onstrated an unwavering commitment to serv-
ing others. As a young professional entering
the work force, he and his wife Cory chose to
move to Micronesia and spent several years
working with the Trust Territory of the Pacific
Islands in the pursuit of self-governance. Fol-
lowing his work abroad, Mr. Gillilland returned
to the United States and began working for
the federal government in Washington, D.C.
He spent time at the Department of State, the
Department of Agriculture, and the Depart-
ment of Treasury, becoming a well-regarded
expert in the congressional legislative process.

Upon his retirement from the public sector,
Mr. Gillilland and his wife fulfiled a lifelong
dream and opened an art gallery in Saint Au-
gustine, Florida, before settling in Willsboro,
New York. He continued his public service as
the Chairman of the Willsboro Zoning Board of
Appeals and a member of the Willsboro and
Essex County Republican Committees.

Mr. Gillilland was a passionate musician,
known as a vocalist for his beautiful low
range. He sang in multiple church choirs and
was an active member in the American Asso-
ciation of Barbershop Singing in America.
However, nothing was more important to Mr.
Gillilland than the success and happiness of
his wife, their 3 children, and 7 grandchildren.

On behalf of New YorkOs 21st District, | am

honored to recognize Mr. Thomas OOTommyOO

Gilllland as an extraordinary public servant,
patriot, and staple of his community.
f

HONORING FRED HARTMAN

HON. ANDY KIM

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2023

Mr. KIM of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Fred Hartman, a U.S. Army
veteran who bravely served during World War
Il, as he celebrates his 99th birthday this Me-
morial Day.

OOTommyOd
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One of Medford VFW PostOs last surviving
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gress. | look forward to working with the

members of the OOGreatest Generation,0O Frégmmunity for many years to come.

proudly answered the call to serve our country
in 1943. Originally born in Philadelphia and
starting work as an apprentice tool maker,
Fred put everything on hold to serve during
World War Il. Through his work and service,
he exemplified integrity and resilience even as
his regiment landed on the beaches of Nor-
mandy on D-Day and suffered grave losses. In
treacherous circumstances they persevered,
and Fred continued to serve in various other
capacities like Operation COBRA. Even after
being wounded by grenade fragments, Fred
rejoined his unit in time for the breakthrough
of Seigfried Line. Toward the end of his serv-
ice, Fred was an integral part of helping Allied
Forces during the Battle of the Bulge, and
later joined the offensive effort during Oper-
ation PLUNDER.

Upon his return home as a Sergeant, Fred
became a deservedly decorated veteran. He
was awarded the Purple Heart, the European
Service Medal, and received five stars. At
home, he continued his career as a tool
maker, and began involvement with local orga-
nizations. Most notably, he joined the Medford
VFW Post, and served in numerous leadership
positions. Eventually, he became the Post
Quartermaster, and dedicated his time to man-
aging the financial affairs of the organization.
Much like his service to our country, Fred
went above and beyond as a leader, and
achieved the distinction of All State Quarter-
master.

It is clear that no matter the field, Fred has
made an indelible impact on our lives. We are
proud to have Fred call New JerseyOs 3rd Dis-
trict home, and to have been fortunate enough
to benefit from his contributions. We thank him
for all the ways he has served our community
and country as a whole. As Fred continues to
enjoy serving others and time with his family,
we wish him many more years of good health
and continued happiness.

f

RECOGNIZING FIRST KOREAN
UNITED METHODIST CHURCHOS
100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. BRADLEY SCOTT SCHNEIDER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2023

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, | include in
the RECORD my letter recognizing First Korean
United Methodist ChurchOs 100th Anniversary:

DEAR MEMBERS OF FIRST KOREAN UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH : | offer my sincere con-
gratulations to everyone at First Korean
United Methodist Church as the congrega-
tion marks its 100th anniversary of ministry
to the community.

For the past century, First Korean United
Methodist Church has been an important
part of the Korean American community,
providing a welcoming home and vital serv-
ices. The work you do in the community,
from developing programs which help the
next generation of Korean American leaders
thrive to providing ministry for all people
regardless of age and gender, has changed
countless lives.

Through commitment, dedication, and the
strong faith of the leadership and the
congregants, First Korean United Methodist
Church has made so many feel at home, and
| am proud to be your representative in Con-

Sincerely,
BRADLEY S. S CHNEIDER ,
Member of Congress.

f

MAY CONSTITUENT OF THE
MONTH, ILIMA MARTINEZ

HON. MIKE LEVIN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2023

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, it is my great
honor to recognize llima Martinez as my May
Constituent of the Month. As the Founder and
President of Umeke Organization, llima works
to preserve Hawaiian culture and traditions.

llima has more than a decade of experience
of doing this work and this year, llima used
her experience to organize the first annual
Southern California Asian and Pacific islander
(API) Festival to celebrate the rich history of
Asian American and Pacific Islanders in our
community. | have no doubt she will continue
to make a difference in our region.

During Asian American and Native Hawai-
ian/Pacific Islander Heritage Month, | am
proud to celebrate the exceptional efforts of in-
dividuals like llima Martinez who volunteer
their time and contribute to our unique and

May 24, 2023

Services (Cal OES), where he led the devel-
opment and creation of the stateOs internation-
ally recognized fire and rescue mutual aid sys-
tem. In 2014, he was appointed director of Cal
OES by Governor Jerry Brown, and again by
Governor Gavin Newsom in 2019. Over the
course of his tenure as director, he guided
California through 130 federally declared dis-
asters such as an enduring drought, five of
CaliforniaOs largest wildfires, including the trag-
ic Camp fire, and the COVID pandemic. He
also serves in Governor NewsomQs cabinet as
his homeland security adviser, using his expe-
rience to advise on matters of terrorism and
cybersecurity.

Mr. Ghilarducci has also been a member of
numerous state bodies that have shaped Cali-
forniaDs emergency preparedness, response,
and recovery approaches. From 2001 to 2003,
he co-chaired both the GovernorOs Strategic
Committee on Terrorism and the California
Standardized Emergency Management Sys-
tem Technical Committee. Governor Newsom
also appointed Mr. Ghilarducci as chair of the
California Earthquake Authority Board of Di-
rectors and the California Wildfire Catastrophic
Response Council, as well as the executive
board member of the GovernorOs Homeland
Security Advisory Council.

Some of Mr. GhilarducciOs most notable pol-
icy achievements include the modernization of
CaliforniaDs 911 system, his facilitation of the

beautiful district. 1Om so grateful for CAP49 State Threat Intelligence and Assessment

residents who dedicate their lives to the bet-
terment of our residents and community, and
1Om proud to honor llima Martinez as my May
Constituent of the Month.

f

HONORING MARK GHILARDUCCI

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2023

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today along with the members of the
California  delegation, to honor Mark
Ghilarducci, the director of the California Gov-
ernorOs Office of Emergency Services (Cal
OES), for his 40 years of public safety service.

Born in San Mateo, California, Mr.
Ghilarducci received his Bachelor of Science
in Physiology from University of California,
Davis. Afterwards, he joined Harvard Univer-
sityOs John F. Kennedy School of Government
as a part of their fellowship program for Senior
Executives in State and Local Government.

Mr. Ghilarducci started his career at the fed-
eral level working on homeland security, emer-
gency preparedness, and disaster response.
Mr. Ghilarducci was an executive member of
the Advisory Board for the National Urban
Search and Rescue Response System from
1990 to 2003. Here he led federal search and
rescue operations after the 1995 bombing in
Oklahoma City. From 1997 to 2000, he also
served as federal coordinating officer with the
U.S. Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA). Additionally, Mr. Ghilarducci was a
critical advisor to the state of Louisiana and
Governor Kathleen Blanco after Hurricane
Katrina.

In California, Mr. Ghilarducci has occupied
several integral public safety positions. He
served as deputy state fire chief of special op-
erations for CaliforniaOs Office of Emergency

System, the design and implementation of the
nationOs first Earthquake Early Warning Sys-
tem, and the design and operation of the Cali-
fornia Cybersecuritv Integration Center. Fur-
thermore, he was a vocal advocate for the
California Disaster Assistance Act which au-
thorized over $300 million in funding towards
building a more resilient and safer California.

Mr. Ghilarducci is known for his motto OOone
team, one fightOO as well as his honesty, integ-
rity, and respectful nature. He spends his
spare time with his wife Linda Ghilarducci and
two children, RJ Ghilarducci and Alexandra
Ghilarducci.

Mr. Speaker, Mark Ghilarducci has undoubt-
edly made our Nation and the state of Cali-
fornia a safer place for our constituents.

f

APPRECIATING MR. JACOB
JERNIGAN FOR HIS SERVICE ON
MY STAFF

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2023

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise in ap-
preciation of Mr. Jacob Jernigan for his serv-
ice to the people of Californiads Eighth Con-
gressional District as a member of my staff. A
native of California, Mr. Jernigan joined my of-
fice in 2018, playing a critical role in my office
for over four years. Throughout his tenure, Mr.
Jernigan demonstrated a sincere commitment
to the people of California, serving as Out-
reach Manager and ultimately using his vast
experience and knowledge to become a Legis-
lative Assistant in my office.

By listening to community members, writing
legislation, and advocating for constituents,
Legislative Assistants are fundamental to en-
suring the priorities and concerns of Ameri-
cans are comprehensively addressed. Mr.
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Jernigan handled a critical legislative portfolio
that included education, labor rights, and
housing and his dedicated work each day was
essential in meeting the most pressing needs
of California communities.

From helping secure critical funding for our
communities to spearheading my office’s ef-
forts to revitalize America’s workforce. Mr.
Jernigan’s endeavors undeniably improved the
lives of Californians and helped provide them
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with the resources necessary to thrive. Mr.
Jernigan’s commitment to his responsibilities
as Legislative Assistant was essential in allow-
ing me to effectively represent the constituents
of California’s Eighth Congressional District.
Mr. Jernigan has joined the Office of Con-
gresswoman MARCY KAPTUR, as the Military
Legislative Assistant. | and all the members of
Team Garamendi wish him all the best in his
new position. During his tenure on my staff,
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Mr. Jernigan approached his work with dedica-
tion, thoughtfulness, and a genuine desire to
serve American communities. These same
qualities will serve him well in his future en-
deavors.

While we will miss him, we all look forward
to what Mr. Jernigan will do next. He will re-
main a deeply valued member of Team
Garamendi, always.
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Daily Digest

Senate

Chamber Action

The Senate was not in session and stands ad-
journed until 12:30 p.m. on Thursday, May 25,
2023.

Committee Meetings

No committee meetings were held.

House of Representatives

Chamber Action

Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 40 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 3619-3658; and 4 resolutions, H.
Con. Res. 49; and H. Res. 440-442 were intro-
duced. Pages H2594-96

Additional Cosponsors: Pages H2598-99

Reports Filed: There were no reports filed today.

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein he
appointed Representative Langworthy to act as
Speaker pro tempore for today. Page H2549

Recess: The House recessed at 11:31 a.m. and re-
convened at 12 p.m. Page H2559

Recess: The House recessed at 2:26 p.m. and recon-
vened at 4:30 p.m. Page H2576

Disapproving the rule submitted by the Depart-
ment of Commerce relating to “Procedures Cov-
ering Suspension of Liquidation, Duties and Es-
timated Duties in Accord With Presidential
Proclamation 10414”—Presidential Veto: The
House voted to sustain the President’s veto of H.J.
Res. 39, disapproving the rule submitted by the De-
partment of Commerce relating to “Procedures Cov-
ering Suspension of Liquidation, Duties and Esti-
mated Duties in Accord With Presidential Proclama-
tion 10414”, by a yea-and-nay vote of 214 yeas to
205 nays, Roll No. 233 (two-thirds of those present
not voting to override). Pages H2571-76, H2577

Subsequently, the veto message (H. Doc. 118-41)
and the joint resolution were referred to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. Page H2577

D526

Providing for congressional disapproval under
chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of the
rule submitted by the Department of Education
relating to “Waivers and Modifications of Fed-
eral Student Loans”: The House passed H.J. Res.
45, providing for congressional disapproval under
chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Department of Education relating
to “Waivers and Modifications of Federal Student
Loans”, by a yea-and-nay vote of 218 yeas to 203
nays, Roll No. 234. Pages H2562-71, H2577-78

H. Res. 429, the rule providing for consideration
of bill (H.R. 467) and the joint resolutions (S.J. Res.
11) and (H.J. Res. 45) was agreed to yesterday, May
23rd.

Suspension—Proceedings Resumed: The House
agreed to suspend the rules and pass the following
measure. Consideration began Monday, May 22nd.

VET-TEC Authorization Act of 2023: H.R. 1669,
amended, to amend title 38, United States Code, to
make permanent the high technology pilot program
of the Department of Veterans Affairs, by a 24 yea-
and-nay vote of 409 yeas to 9 nays, Roll No. 235.

Pages H2578-79

Meeting Hour: Agreed by unanimous consent that
when the House adjourns today, it adjourn to meet
at 9 a.m. tomorrow, May 25th. Page H2579

Halt All Lethal Trafficking of Fentanyl Act: The
House considered H.R. 467, to amend the Con-
trolled Substances Act with respect to the scheduling
of fentanyl-related substances. Consideration is ex-
pected to resume tomorrow, May 25th.

Pages H2579-87
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Pursuant to the Rule, the amendment in the riae OOFacilitating DIGITAL Applications ActOO; H.R.
ture of a substitute recommended by the Commit&243, the OOFederal Broadband Deployment Tracking
on Energy and Commerce now printed in the bAttOO; H.R. 3565, the OOSpectrum Auction Reautho
shall be considered as adopted in the House andaton Act of 202300; H.R. 3557, the OOAmericat
the Committee of the Whole. Page H2579 ~ Broadband Deployment Act of 202300; H.R. 1160,

H. Res. 429, the rule providing for consideratidhe OOCritical Electric_Infrastructure Cybersecurity In-
of bill (H.R. 467) and the joint resolutions (S.J. Resdent Reporting ActOO; H.R. 3277, the OOEnerg
11) and (H.J. Res. 45) was agreed to yesterday, Bagrgency Leadership ActOO; H.R._ 1042, the OOPI
23rd. hibiting Russian Uranium Imports ActOO; H.R. 1640,
Quorum CallsKVotes: Three yea-and-nay votes délg¢ ©OSave Our Gas Stoves ActOO; and H.R. 1615,

veloped during the proceedings of today and apr%apas Stove Protection and Freedom ActOO. H

8. H.R. 2666, H.R. 3284, H.R. 3290, H.R.
on pages H2577, H2577D78, and H2579. 561 H.R. 3565 H.R. 3557 and H.R. 1160 were

Adjournment: The House met at 10 a.m. and aGsrdered reported, as amended. H.R. 2544, H.R.

journed at 7:40 p.m. 3309, H.R. 3293, H.R. 3299, H.R. 3283, H.R.

. i 3343, H.R. 3277, H.R. 1042, H.R. 1640, and H.R.
Committee Meetings 1615 were ordered reported, without amendment.
REIGNITING AMERICAN GROWTH AND MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES

PROSPERITY SERIES: REMOVING THE ; ; : : :
Committee on Financial SdruiteSommittee held
BURDENS OF GOVERNMENT OVERREACH markup on H.R. 3556, the OOlncreasing Financial

Committee on_the BugigetCommittee held a hear-Regulatory Accountability and Transparency ActOO;
ing entitled OOReigniting American Growth afR. 3564, the OOMiddle Class Borrower Protection
Prosperity Series; Removing the Burdens of Gov@et of 202300; H.R. 2622, a bill to amend the In-
ment OverreachOO. Testimony was heard from pabtiment Advisers Act of 1940 to codify certain Se-

witnesses. curities and Exchange Commission no-action letters
BREAKING THE SYSTEM PART II: that exclude brokers and dealers compensated for
EXAMINING THE IMPLICATIONS OF certain research services from the definition of in-
BIDENOS STUDENT LOAN POLICIES FOR vestment adviser, and for other purposes; H.R. 1553,
STUDENTS AND TAXPAYERS the OOHelping Angels Lead Our Startups ActOO; H.F

. : , 3063, the OORetirement Fairness for Charities and
Committee on Education and WdBkiocoemittee gy cational Institutions ActOO; and H.R. 2627, the

on Higher Education and Workforce Developmeafa : o ~
held a hearing entitled OOBreaking the System Pegr dllrzlgrSe&swll_'gRlnvzeGsztgr S?—\E)O{tggg'eﬁ ch%gg l\_/l\/(eRré355(
Examining the Implications of BidenOs Student Lga{lb e répo'rte'd without amendment. H.R. 2622

Policies for Students and TaxpayersOO. Testimo
heard from James Kvaal, Under Secretary of %g’%?dered reported, as amended.

cation, Department of Education; and “RichaMODERNIZING U.S. ARMS EXPORTS AND A
Cordray, Chief Operating Officer, Office of Fedepd RONGER AUKUS
Student Aid, Department of Education. Committee on Foreign AffaillsCommittee held a
MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES hearing entited OOModernizing U.S. Arms Exports
. . and a Stronger AUKUSOO. Testimony was heard fron
Committee on Energy and CofufleCgmmitiee jessica Lewis, Assistant Secretary, Bureau of Polit-
held a markup on H.R. 1418, the OOAnimal DR:@}%Military Affairs, Department of State; and
User Fee Amendments of 202300; H.R. 2544% Karlin, Assistant Secretary of Defense for Strat-

N
OOSecuring the U.S. Organ Procurement and, - _
slantation Network ActOO: H.R. 3561 the O 83, Plans, and Capabilities, Department of De

moting Access to Treatments and Increasing EX- .
tremely Needed Transparency Act of 202300; AMERICAN CONFIDENCE IN ELECTIONS:

2666, the OQMedicaid VBPs for Patients ActééENﬁk{ng%gggg\T/UEl\thTLoE O('\)/'TEERI{ICAAN'\[I)

3284, the OOProviders and Payers COMPETE :

H.R. 3290, to amend title Il of the Public Heanﬁé@@ﬂElR VOTE TO COUNT ACCORDING

Service Act to ensure transparency and oversig QAW

the 340B drug discount program; H.R. 3309, th€ommittee on House AdminisBati@ommittee on
OOStandard FEES ActOO; H.R. 3293, the OOEx|saditng held a hearing entitted OOAmerican Con-
Federal Broadband Deployment Reviews ActOO;fideRce in Elections: Ensuring Every Eligible Amer-
3299, the OODIGITAL Applications ActOO; H.R. 3288, has the Opportunity to VoteNand for their
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Vote to Count According to LawOO. Testimony Steshanie Garcia Richard, Commissioner of Public
heard from public witnesses. Lands, New Mexico.

BUSINESS MEETING CONSUMER CHOICE ON THE
) .. o . BACKBURNER: EXAMINING THE BIDEN
Committee on House Administration: Full Committee @MlNlSTRATIONOS REGULATORY

held a business meeting on Committee Resolu ~
118DP16, to adopt regulations to provide that, duri SAULT ON AMERICANSO GAS STOVES

each session of each Congress, each Member (ifeldirece on  Ouversight  and  Accountabiliry: Sub-

ing each Delegate or Resident Commissioner to Ga@gmittee on Economic Growth, Energy Policy, and
Congress), officer, and employee of the Housdrfulatory Affairs held a hearing entitted OOCon-
Representatives shall complete a program of trairidger Choice on the Backburner: Examining the
in the workplace rights and responsibilities appliddiden_AdministrationOs Regulatory Assault on Amer-
ble to offices and employees of the House under igansO Gas StovesOO. Testimony was heard from pul
A of title Il of the Congressional Accountability Advitnesses.

of 1995 (2 U.S.C. 1301 et seq.), including anti-dig- FA|LURE OF SUPERVISION: BANK

crimination and anti-harassment training. Conga|L URES AND THE SAN FRANCISCO
mittee Resolution 11816 was adopted. FEDERAL RESERVE

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES Committee on  Quersight and — Accountability:  Sub-
Committee on the Judiciary: Full Committee held a committee on Health Care and Financial Services

markup on H.R. 277, the OORegulations from thelgld a hearing entitled OOA Failure of Supervision:
ecutivclﬁeJ in Need of Scrutiny Agtoo; H.R. 357, BRgk Failures and The San Francisco Federal Re-
OOEnsuring Accountability in Agency RulemakiffyeO0O- Testimony was heard from Michael E
ActOO: H.R. 1505, the OONo Stolen Trademark<-i§8ents, Director, Financial Markets and Commu-
ored in America Act of 202300: H.R. 3571, to maRé Investment, Government Accountability Office;
technical amendments to update statutory refere public witnesses.

to certain provisions classified to title 2, title 5Q4ISCELLANEOUS MEASURE

and title 52, United States Code, and to correct
lated technical errors; H.R. 3506, to make techni

amendments to update statutory references to ce e and Advanced Air Mobility Research and De-

provisions classified to title 7, title 20, and title 4 A X <
United States Code, and to correct related tech (g?]rgee(;mt ACtOO. H.R. 3560 was ordered reported, a:

errors; H.R. 3496, to make technical amendments
update statutory references to certain provisions 8ALUTING SERVICE: SUPPORTING
were formerly classified to chapters 14 and 19VE&TERAN OWNED SMALL BUSINESSES

title 25, United States Code, and to correct related, . o Small Business: Full Committee held a

technical errors; and H.R. 3578, to make techni aring entitled OOSaIuting Service: Supporting Vet-

amendments to update statutory references to prgMn Owned Small BusinessesOO. Testimonv was he:
sions reclassified to title 34, United States Code, BFE public witnesses. ' y €

to correct related technical errors. H.R. 277, H.R. .
357, and H.R. 1505 were ordered reported, MEVER ENDING EMERGENCIESNAN
amended. H.R. 3571, H.R. 3506, H.R. 3496, anBXAMINATION OF THE NATIONAL
H.R. 3578 were ordered reported, without amerdMERGENCIES ACT

pimittee on Science, Space, and Technology: Full Com-
S}ﬁe held a markup on H.R. 3560, the OONational

ment. Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure: Sub-
committee on Economic Development, Public Build-

ADMINISTRATION®S EFFORTS TO LIMIT N0, and Emergency Management heid a hearing en-

ACCESS TO PUBLIC LANDS titted OONever Ending EmergenciesNAn Examination

) of the National Emergencies ActOO. Testimony was
Committee on Natural Resources: Subcommittee on heard from public witnesses.

Oversight and Investigations held a hearing entitle

OOExamining the Biden AdministrationOs Effort gH\'FORMAﬂQN TECHNOLOGY

Limit Access to Public LandsOO. Testimony was %RACT'NG- CHALLENGES IN

from Todd Devlin, Commissioner, Prairie Count OLIDATION OF COMPETITION AND
Montana; J.J. Goicoechea, Director, Nevada DepafNFLICT OF INTEREST

ment of Agriculture; Travis Lingenfelter, Chairmadmmitzee on Veterans’ Affairs: Subcommittee on Tech-_
Board of Supervisors, Mohave County, Arizona; aoldgy Modernization held a hearing entitled OOVA
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Information Technology Contracting: Challenges aimed at Taiwan. The two committee reports were
Consolidation of Competition and Conflict of Inteadopted.
estOO. Testimony was heard from Shelby Oakley, Di-

rector, Contracting and National Security Acquis};}oint Meetings
tions, Government Accountability Office; and a pub-_ . . . .
No joint committee meetings were held.

lic witness.

THE SOCIAL SECURITY ’

ADMINISTRATIONOS UNIQUE ROLE IN COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR THURSDAY,
COMBATTING SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER- MAY 25, 2023

RELATED IDENTITY FRAUD (Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated)
Committee on Ways and Means: Subcommittee on So- Senate

cial Security held a hearing entitled OOThe Social ﬁe- inas/heari heduled
curity AdministrationOs Unique Role in Combatting N0 meetings/nearings scheduled.

Social Security Number-Related Identity FraudOO. House

Testimony was heard from Jeffrey Brown, Deput ommittee on Financial Services, Subcommittee on Na-

Assistant Inspector General, Office of the INspeeiQia| security, llicit Finance, and International Financial
General, Social Security Administration; Sean BryRgstutions, hearing entitled OOInternational Financial In-

Deputy Commissioner for Systems and Chief Ini@futions in an Era of Great Power CompetitionO0, 9 a.m.,
mation Officer, Social Security Administration; ard28 Rayburn.

public witnesses. Committee on Natural Resonrces, SubcOmmittee on Indian
and Insular Affairs, hearing entitted OOExamining the
BUSINESS MEETING PresidentOs FY 2024 Budget Request for_the Bureau of

Select Committee on the Strategic Competition Between the —Ndian Affairs and Office of Insular AffairsOO, 9:15 a.m.,

United States and the Chinese Communist Party: Full 1324 ng]gwoigw. M Subcommittee on Trade
Committee held a business meeting to consider fwg?/##%c on W ays gnd ¥ ean, - ’
committee reports outlining policy rgcommendatioti‘é@”ng entitted OOModernizing Customs Policies to_Pro-

. . ~ (
based on the committeeOs March 23, 2023, he ;ﬁgp‘lrgggcfgngyv%rrfﬁrs and Secure Supply ChainsOO,

regardlng the CCP_OS g,?nOCId_e targeting the ng WS manent Select Committee on Intelligence, Subcommittee
and on the committeeOs April 2023 activitiesNign Defense Intelligence and Overhead Architecture, hear-
cluding a tabletop exercise and roundtableNfocusegl entited OOForeign Materiel Acquisition/ExploitationO0,
on enhancing deterrence against CCP aggressiam., HYCD304 Hearing Room.
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Next Meeting of th&6SENATE Next Meeting of thédOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
12:30 p.m., Thursday, May 25 9 a.m., Thursday, May 25
Senate Chamber House Chamber
Program for Thursday:Senate will meet in a pro formaProgram for Thursday:Complete consideration of H.R.
session. 467NHalt All Lethal Trafficking of Fentanyl Act.
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